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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13TH, 2012 


48th year for 
‘the UK’s 
most popular 
Christmas 
morning swim’ 


PORTHCAWL’S 
Christmas Morning 
Swim will notch up 
its 48th year on 
December 25 - and 
another bumper 
turnout of swim¬ 
mers and spectators 
is expected. 

Organisers, who 
claim that the event is 
now the biggest 
Christmas morning 
swim in the UK, say 
that the walk to the sea 
will be shorter this year 
than last, when the tide 
was a long way out. 

The chairman of the 
swim committee. 


Nicola Willis, said: 

“We have chosen the 
Porthcawl RNLI and 
Wales Air Ambulance 
as the main beneficiar¬ 
ies from charitable 
donations this year.” 

Spokesperson Ian 
Stroud said: “The 
arrangements on the 
morning are that we 
ask swimmers to regis¬ 
ter between 10.45 am 
and 11.15am. 

“Carols will start at 
11am and the swim¬ 
mers will leave the Hi 
Tide Inn at 11.45am, 
led by Porthcawl 
Coastguard and veteran 
swimmers, Vic Davies 


and Chris Hughes, both 
from Porthcawl and 
doing their 48th swim. 

“They will make 
their way down 
through the spectators 
and into the sea. 
Spectators are asked to 
leave a pathway for the 
swimmers. 

“In the months lead¬ 
ing up to Christmas, 
our small committee 
has worked very hard, 
trying to raise enough 
money to fund the cost 
of the swim, the sou¬ 
venir programmes and 
the much-sought-after 
swim mugs. 



ABOVE: 

There was plenty of Christmas cheer last Saturday when the 
Dogs Trust in Bryncethin held its Christmas fayre. 
Staff at the centre, in their best elf costumes, were joined by 
Coun Jeff Tildesley and regional AM Suzy Davies. 

Picture by MANDY THOMAS. 

(See page 11 for more photographs and a report). 


“To achieve our aim 
of making this the best 
year ever for our bene¬ 
ficiaries, we are relying 
on people to help, 
either by swimming 


and getting sponsor¬ 
ship, or by giving gen¬ 
erously to our bucket 
collection. 

“Our promise is to 
give every penny that 


is collected on 
Christmas morning via 
the bucket collection - 
and through swimmers’ 
sponsorship - to our 
chosen beneficiaries.” 


Thk (ill'I 

U< I ^ ( uMMI Ml * 

< MH •• Si KV l< 


Sund IV iiril 

' bM Hil ♦ T 12 <>. liipni 

’» Hu: rh.iii h 

I lit* ( 

( r Ir. I 

<: 32 M.\\ 

^fi* 01 h ’4 »♦ »S I 


The 

Red Lion 

Bonvilston 

Christmas Party 
Menu 

(Served until 24 December) 

3 Course Evening Menu 
£15.95 

(Excludes Sundays) 

Also available as a 

Course 
Lunchtime 
Menu 

Starter/dessert option 
£11.95 

New Year's Eve 
P 70's Disco f 

(Fancy Dress Optional) 

Chicken in a basket 
Tickets £10 

To make a reservation, please call 

01446 781208 




Police seeking 
footpath attacker 


POLICE are appeal¬ 
ing for information, 
following a robbery 
on Wednesday, 
December 5, at 
around 9.25am on a 
footpath between 
Coed Tymaen and 
Lon Y Coed, Cefn 
Glas, Bridgend, 
when a 30-year-old 
woman was assault¬ 
ed, sustaining minor 
injuries, and had 
property stolen. 

Officers are seeking 
a man described as 
about five feet eight or 
nine inches tall, and of 
slim build. 

He was wearing blue 
jeans, a black jacket 
and white trainers and 
spoke with a local 
Welsh accent. 

Detective Constable 
Paul Raikes of 
Bridgend CID said: 
“This was a very 
upsetting experience 
for the victim, and we 
are determined to 
identify and bring the 
person responsible to 
book. 

“This type of behav¬ 
iour will not be tolerat¬ 
ed. 

“I want to reassure 
the community that we 


have increased our 
patrols in the area and 
are doing all we can to 
detect this crime.” 

•Anyone with infor¬ 
mation is asked to con¬ 
tact Bridgend CID on 
101 or Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555111. 


Pontycymer 
assault: man 
( 26 ) charged 

SOUTH Wales Police officers investigat¬ 
ing a serious assault on Sunday, 
November 25 in the Garw Valley, have 
arrested a 26-year-old local man. 

He has been charged with rape and remand¬ 
ed in custody. 

Detective Sergeant Mark O’Shea of 
Bridgend CID said: “I want to thank members 
of the local community who responded so well 
to our appeal for information. 

“We continue to appeal for any information 
concerning this assault, or for anyone who may 
have been on the cycle path between 
Pontycymer and Pontyrhyl on the Sunday 
evening between 5pm and 6pm, and who may 
have seen anyone acting suspiciously.” 

Anyone with any information is asked to con¬ 
tact Detective Sergeant Mark O’Shea on 07584 
883510, Bridgend CID on 101, or Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555111 quoting crime reference 
62120381412. 



Driving School Ltd 

• Learn from 14 years of age on our 
special facility close to Bridgend. 


Trailer Towing Lessons also 
available. 


Gift Vouchers avaUable 


Order by phone or via our website 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 
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BRINGING STABILITY TO STRIFE-TORN 
AFGHANISTAN WILL NOT BE EASY... 


F or those of you expecting an article on the grow¬ 
ing instability in sub Saharan Africa, I offer my 
apology. 

I have recently returned from a visit to Afghanistan to examine 
progress being made towards the withdrawal of the majority of our 
forces by the end of 2014. 

It seems too important an issue not to look back briefly over the 
visit. 

The visit was made with the Defence Select Committee and 
involved numerous meetings, from President Karzai and his 
Ministers, to senior NATO, EU, US and UK military and diplomatic 
personnel. 

We also attended a meeting with the Provincial Council in 
Lashkar Gah in Helmand which gave an insight into how security 
has improved. 

The committee has made three visits to the town over a number of 
years. The first visit required a high level of security with troops on 
the streets and helicopters overhead. 

In contrast, our recent visit involved only close protection staff 
and armoured Land Rovers. Driving through the streets, we were 
able to see the growing number of shops, business and cars on the 
road. 

Throughout all of the meetings there were common themes. 
Afghan Ministers told us how well women were doing in education. 
At present, women make up 45 per cent of students in school and 
between 25-27 per cent of university graduates, often coming top of 
their classes. 

In 2002, when ISAF arrived, there were approximately 50,000 
women in education compared to over three million now. 

Women are to enter the new defence university and train and 
study alongside men. They will sit together in class and work togeth¬ 
er in training, but sleep in separate parts of the campus. 

This will pose a major challenge to traditional Afghan culture and 
the perceived role and status of women. The decision to work and 
study together was made by the Afghan leadership and, although 
only 10 per cent of the students will initially be women, it is a start. 

An issue raised by many during our visit was economic develop¬ 
ment. Many Afghans felt that ISAF had not, and were not, doing 
enough to foster economic development. With unemployment at 35 


Bridgend MP 
Mi^ELEINE MOON 

writes an exclusive column 
from Westminster 
for GEM readers. 


per cent and even higher for young males, there is concern that this 
may lead some to join the insurgency. 

Afghanistan is a young country, the average age is 16. Young men 
see the military and the police as an opportunity to obtain an educa¬ 
tion, a living and a way out of grinding poverty. 

Unemployment, security and corruption were the top main con¬ 
cerns in all of our meetings. Corruption and the growing and traf¬ 
ficking of narcotics remain key barriers to the economic growth of 
Afghanistan. 

The country is listed as the world’s second most corrupt country 
after Somalia. There is everyday corruption such as the need to pay 
for permits to buy or sell goods, or to pay police officers when 
stopped on the road. 

At the other extreme is major corruption, such as the $lbillion 
which disappeared thanks to insider loans from the Kabul bank. 

Patronage remains endemic. Placing friends and relatives in key 
roles in government, from Ministers to police officers, is accepted 
practise. Paying bribes, or helping friends or superiors to have deci¬ 
sions made by officials changed is normal, as is arranging to have 
people released from jail. 

Trafficking in drugs, guns and people are often carried out by the 
same groups. Drugs leave Afghanistan and guns and explosives are 
trafficked back in. 

Prison sentences for narcotics trafficking are high; sentences of 14 
years imprisonment are not unusual. 

In contrast, an insurgent who had killed someone may have a sen¬ 
tence of only five years. For the right sum of money, both can be 


released from jail. Attempts to encourage farmers to leave poppy 
growing by handing out wheat or alfalfa seed has led to a reduction 
of opium, but this is not sustainable. In the longer term, what is 
needed is to promote diversification of crops and safe roads allowing 
farmers to get their products to market. 

The opium growing is not just a problem for the west. In 
Afghanistan, there are possibly a million addicts. There is a particu¬ 
lar problem amongst young women under 25. 

The US has opened 30 drug treatment centres in Afghanistan and 
invested heavily in training specialist police, prosecutors, judges and 
prisons to find, bring to trial and imprison drug traffickers. 

These endemic problems affect the effectiveness of everything 
ISAF doing to help build an Afghanistan that can stand independent¬ 
ly post 2014. It is estimated that for every £1 spent, 25p is lost to 
corruption. 

As we move towards 2014, the task is to transfer control of securi¬ 
ty and governance issues to Afghans. It seems clear that the Taliban 
more nervous of fighting the Afghan security forces. It is easier for 
them to marshal opposition and recruit fighters to attack foreigners. 

We also need to examine our view of the Taliban. Evidence 
shows that many fight within 30 miles of their home communities. 
Some are farmers by day and Taliban by night. Some are motivated 
by beliefs, but for many the issues are poverty and revenge for past 
perceived wrongs. 

The international coalition is to provide 4.1b$ for four years to 
finance the Afghan national security forces post 2014. There will be 
$ 16b of international development aid for Afghanistan up to 2017. 

While the majority of our forces will leave, large numbers of 
security support personnel, aid workers and military and civilian 
trainers will remain for many years. 

Leaving Afghanistan strong enough to stand on its own and no 
longer a haven for terrorists seeking to attack the west will not, and 
has not been easy. There are major improvements in many areas of 
the country. 

While Afghanistan must not been seen simply through the prism 
of the UK engagement in Helmand, there is still a long way to go. 
The Afghans are eager to go forward. They are brave, proud, clever 
and resourceful people and we will all be more secure if they suc¬ 
ceed. 



Mayor opens new 
DataKom offices 
in Kenfig Hill 



BRIDGEND-BASED 
DataKom have opened new 
offices in Kenfig Hill, and 
Bridgend Mayor, Conn 
Marlene Thomas, turned out 
to open the premises and take 
a tour of the facilities. 

DataKom provide telecom and IT 
solutions to businesses across the UK, 
from start up businesses to bluechip 
and public sector clients. 

DataKom currently employs 19 
people, and received support via 
Bridgend County Borough Council in 
the form of Local Investment Fund 
(LIE) support and a Commercial 
Improvement Grant (CIG) in order to 
establish its new premises. 

Commenting on her visit, Coun 
Thomas said: “I am very pleased to be 
invited to open these new offices in 
Kenfig Hill. It is also great to see first 
hand the support that the council is 
able to offer local businesses to help 
them develop and prosper.” 


ABOVE: Datakom MD Jay Ball 
with the Mayor. 

Service for 
deaf customers 


DEAF and hard 
of hearing peo¬ 
ple can get addi¬ 
tional help and 
advice at a new, 
free access and 
information 
service based at 
Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council. 

Called Face- 
to-Face, and run 
by a British Sign 
Language-trained 
social worker, 
this extra service 
offers support 
with understand¬ 
ing letters, help 
with applications 


such as housing, 
questions about 
equipment and 
any support need¬ 
ed at home. 

The Face-to- 
Face surgeries 
will take place 
every first 
Thursday at Civic 
Offices, Angel 
Street, Bridgend. 

To make an 
appointment, call 
01656 643643 
(please put 18001 
before the code 
and number for 
the Text Relay 
Service). 


Bridgend College 
students warn: 

‘DONT 
DRINK AND 
DRIVE!’ 


BRIDGEND 
College students 
have produced a 
multimedia presen¬ 
tation on the dan¬ 
gers of drink-driv¬ 
ing that has won 
through as south 
Wales’ entrant in to 
a national competi¬ 
tion. 

The film ‘Results 
Day’, addresses the 
issues of young people 
drinking before they 
have even started their 
night out. It rightly 
points out that the con¬ 
sequences of drinking 
and driving can affect 
your whole life, but 
with a little thought 
can be avoided. 

The entry is for the 
fifth All Wales 
Multimedia 
Competition, which 
was launched in 
September 2012 with a 
challenge to all Welsh 
schools, colleges and 
youth groups. 

Participants were 
encouraged to use a 
variety of film, music, 
PowerPoint, poetry, 
and animation, with 
four regional winners 
being selected by the 
judges to receive a 
prize of £500. 

Susan Storch, chair 


of Road Safety Wales, 
said: “I would like to 
congratulate all who 
participated in the 
competition, not just 
the winners, but every¬ 
one from across Wales, 
who took the time and 
effort to consider this 
vitally important mes¬ 
sage. 

“The festive season 
should be a time when 
people enjoy them¬ 
selves. Unfortunately, 
too many drivers are 
still prepared to risk 
driving under the 
influence of drink or 
drugs. No-one should 
be in any doubt that 
alcohol, in any 
amount, will have a 
detrimental effect on 
driving ability. 

“Every year, 
impaired driving caus¬ 
es unnecessary deaths 
and casualties that 
could easily be prevent¬ 
ed.” 

All entries can be 
viewed at: 

https://www.youtube.co 

m/user/rospatube. 


Bridgend MP backs 
Dogs Trust campaign 


ON December 4, animal-loving 
MPs, including Bridgend MP 
Madeleine Moon, attended an 
event in Westminster organ¬ 
ised by the Dogs Trust, which 
has a rehoming centre in 
Bridgend, to raise awareness 
of its annual Christmas cam¬ 
paign. 

The event, sponsored by Neil 
Parish MP, aimed to highlight 
the famous Dogs Trust slogan; 
‘A Dog is for Life, Not Just for 
Christmas' in a bid to combat the 
problem of dogs being given as 
gifts at Christmas, only to be 
later abandoned in January. 

The event gave those present 
the opportunity to open a win¬ 
dow on the charity’s ‘72 Strays 
of Christmas' Advent calendar 
and learn more about 
its campaign to 
encourage people to 
think carefully 
before taking on a 
dog, especially dur¬ 
ing the festive sea¬ 
son. Laura Vallance, 
public affairs manag¬ 
er at Dogs Trust said. 

“We are really 
pleased to be raising 
awareness about this 
important issue in 
Westminster. It is 
vital that dog owner¬ 
ship is seen as a 
long-term commit¬ 
ment and not just an 
impulse buy, espe¬ 
cially at Christmas 
time. 


“We see an influx of dogs 
being handed in to our rehoming 
centres over the Christmas peri¬ 
od and we aim to curb this prob¬ 
lem by educating people on 
responsible dog ownership and 
the potential risk of buying pets 
online on an impulse. 

“Every year, Dogs Trust works 
to highlight the problems sur¬ 
rounding dogs being given as 
gifts at Christmas. The online 
sale of pets means that impulse 
buying of animals has become 
an appealing option and the lure 
of a quick sale attracts many 
unscrupulous breeders particu¬ 
larly during the Christmas peri¬ 
od. ” 

Contact the charity at 
WWW. dogstrust. org. uk 


fflGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL DECEMBER 20) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

13 Thur 

05.49 

10.1 

18.14 

10.2 

14 Fri 

06.41 

10.4 

18.59 

10.2 

15 Sat 

07.29 

10.5 

19.47 

10.1 

16 Sun 

08.16 

10.4 

20.39 

10.0 

17 Mon 

09.04 

10.0 

21.26 

9.6 

18 Tues 

09.49 

9.6 

22.11 

9.1 

19 Wed 

10.37 

9.1 

23.01 

8.6 

20 Thur 

11.27 

8.6 

23.54 

8.1 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut ojf, should always check with a tide 
table specific to their location. 
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CROWN COURT ROUND-UP 

by AJ SICLUNA 


Widow returns 
from cemetery 
to find her 
house burgled 


AFTER visiting the grave of 
her late husband, a widow 
returned to her home to find it 
had been burgled and many 
items of sentimental value 
stolen. 

Matthew Ready (28) of Turberville 
Street, Maesteg, was jailed for 16 
months after pleading guilty to break¬ 
ing into the house. 

Prosecutor Jeffrey Jones said Mrs 
Rae Green, a retired lady of 65, lived 
at Ogwy Street, Nantymoel. 

On October 6, she went to the near¬ 
by cemetery to visit the grave of her 
late husband. 

She returned 15 minutes later and 
became aware that the back door was 
damaged, and that property in the 
kitchen had been moved. 

She became alarmed when she 
heard noises upstairs, called the 
police, and went to a neighbour. 

Ready, who had acted as a lookout, 
was seen running off. 

Taken from the house was a flat 
screen TV, a laptop computer, gold 
and silver jewellery, some clothing 
that belonged to the late Mr Green, 
much of which was of sentimental 


value. 

Mrs Green has now become fright¬ 
ened to go out and return to the house 
alone and has someone to live with 
her. 

Many of the stolen items were 
found strewn in the area. 

Ready was said to have convictions 
for 52 offences, including burglary, 
causing damage, attempted arson, 
affray, causing actual bodily harm, 
inflicting grievious bodily harm and 
robbery. 

Meirion Davies, representing him, 
said: “He has a long and sorry history. 
His life has been a disaster because of 
an addiction to Class A drugs. He 
appreciates the hole in which he finds 
himself.” 

Judge William Gaskell said: “You 
wanted money for drugs, and you were 
seen running from the premises with 
some stolen property being carried in a 
duvet cover.” 

He added: “You are a young, habit¬ 
ual criminal. You have habitually 
preyed on the community. 

“You just don’t care about those 
you injure.” 

He was ordered to pay a victim sur¬ 
charge of £100. 


Man shot friend 
with air pistol 


AFTER drinking 
two bottles of 
whisky, a 55-year- 
old man shot his 
friend with an air 
pistol, causing 
injuries that needed 
stitches, Cardiff 
Crown Court has 
heard. 

After the incident, the 
victim, Michael Jordan 
said: “I asked him to 
shoot me. I suffer from 
a bipolar condition.” 

Dorion Rees, of no 
fixed address, but for¬ 
merly of Nolton Street, 
Bridgend, pleaded 
guilty to inflicting 
grievious bodily harm, 
and was jailed for one 
year. 

Judge Eleri Rees said 
the behaviour of the 
defendant had been 
bizarre. 

“It is not something 
the law can condone. 
Fortunately, the injuries 
were not grave or seri¬ 
ous. It was reckless 


behaviour.” 

Prosecutor Gareth 
James said that on 
September 23, two men 
who were close friends 
were together. Each had 
drunk two bottles of 
whisky. 

Mr Jordan owned two 
air weapons, which the 
pair used to shoot at tin 
cans and lampshades. 

On that day, a friend 
found Mr Jordan bleed¬ 
ing from his head and 
the police and ambu¬ 
lance were called. 

He had a number of 
wounds to the back of 
the head, and was taken 
to the Princess of Wales 
Hospital. 

There, he insisted 
that he did not want to 
press charges against 
Mr Rees. 

Doctors found two 
wounds to the back of 
the skull, one at the 
base of the skull and 
one to the back of the 
neck. Rees said later 
that he was so drunk, he 


remembered nothing 
after drinking whisky all 
day. 

He had a previous 
conviction, the court 
heard, for assaulting Mr 
Jordan and causing 
damage. 

Andrew Davies, 
defending, said: “Until 
eight years ago, Rees 
was a hard-working 
family man, an adminis¬ 
trative surveyor.” 

He said unfortunately, 
his marriage broke 
down and after a num¬ 
ber of bereavements, he 
started drinking exces¬ 
sively. 

On the day of the 
shooting, each man had 
drunk two bottles of 
whisky and foolishly, 
they had been playing 
with the weapons. 

Mr Davies said: 
“There was no intention 
to cause injury. I have 
to admit the facts are 
strange.” 


Come to the (Pencoed) fayre! 


THIS Saturday (December 15) 
from 2pm until 4.30pm, 
Pencoed RAOB Club will be 
hosting a Christmas fayre, 
offering local handmade crafts. 

Among the goodies on offer will 
be homemade chocolates, wooden 
crafts, handmade candles and jew¬ 
ellery. There will also be a 
‘preloved’ children’s section where 
you can pick up a bargain for your 
little one. 

If you’re feeling lucky, there’ll be 
a raffle with some beautiful hand¬ 


crafted prizes, while the refreshment 
stand will have tea and cake on 
offer! 

All the money raised will be 
donated to Pencoed Baby and 
Toddler Group to improve its facili¬ 
ties. 

Sarah Merlini, fayre organiser, 
said: “This is a really good opportu¬ 
nity to support the local economy 
and we’re hoping for a great turn 
out. 

“We’ll have something for every¬ 
one. Please come along and support 
us! ’’ 


Welsh apprentices and students 
impress in Birmingham show 



Stacey Ranson, owner of Coast Hair 
Studio, St Brides Major gives a hair 
styling demonstration at The Skills Show. 


BRIDGEND-based training 
provider ISA Training was the 
only Welsh organisation select¬ 
ed to showcase hairdressing as 
a career option at the The 
Skills Show held at the NEC 
Birmingham. 

A team of the company’s appren¬ 
tices was joined by performing arts 
students from Bridgend College, 
who doubled as models and ended 
the show with an exciting contem¬ 
porary dance routine. 

Among stylists taking part were 
Stacey Ranson, owner of Coast 
Hair, St Brides Major, with model 
Bethan McCauley from Wick, 
Charlotte Zerk from Spirit Hair 
Team, Ystrad Mynach, with model 
Kelsie Hamson from Sarn, 
Bridgend, and Marcus Scott, owner 
of Identity salon near 
Haverfordwest with model, Lily 
Tyler from Heol-y-Cyw. 



James Beattie talks to the audience about 
hair tattooing at The Skills Show. 


Police find £1 million cannabis 
factory in a Maesteg building 


POLICE in Maesteg say they 
have closed down a huge 
cannabis factory - which had 
plants that would have yield¬ 
ed a £1 million crop. 

Officers from Maesteg 
Neighbourhood Policing Team exe¬ 
cuted a drugs warrant at a building in 
Commercial Street on Tuesday 
(December 11) after detecting the 
smell of cannabis in the area. 

A police spokeswoman said: 
“More than 1,500 plants were dis¬ 
covered in the four-storey former 
commercial premises. 

Investigations are continuing and 
the plants and equipment are being 
removed from the building. 

NEAR POLICE STATION 

It was reported that the factory 
was found in the old Leslie’s Family 
Values Store, which is approximately 
50 yards from the police station. 

Local Policing Inspector Steve 
Rees said: 

“This was a very sophisticated 
operation that would have seen a 
huge amount of cannabis on our 
streets. 

“The execution of the drugs war¬ 
rant by South Wales Police, however, 
has resulted in the operation being 
stopped in its tracks. The drugs will 
now be destroyed. 



“Our message is clear - the 
Maesteg valley is no soft target. 

“We will continue to work with 
our communities to tackle crime and 
keep our streets safe from drugs.” 

Two men aged 19 and 31 and a 
younger male aged 17 were arrested 
at the scene. 

The spokeswoman added: 
“Anyone with suspicions of a proper¬ 
ty being used to grow cannabis is 
urged to contact the police. 

“Tell tale signs include blacked 
out windows on the building, a 
strong smell, residents who are hard¬ 
ly, if ever, seen or visitors and move¬ 
ment at late hours.” 

Anyone with information should 
call South Wales Police on 101, or 
Crimestoppers (anonymously) on 
0800 555 111. 


ABOVE: 

Some of the cannabis plants discovered 
by police when they raided a former 
commercial premises in Maesteg. 


NEWCASTLE PACT, at Civic Offices, 
Angel Street on January 10 at 6.30pm. 

MORE A WILDMILL PACT, at The 
Community Hub, The Precinct, Wildmill on 
January 10 at 6.30pm. 

BRYNTIRION, LALESTON and 
MERTHYR MAWR PACT, at Laleston 
Gardening Club, Laleston, on January 24 
at 7pm. 

LITCHARD and PENDRE PACT at 

Litchard Mission (off Litchard Terrace), on 
January 28 at 6.30pm. 

FELINDRE, HENDRE, PENPRYSG 


(PENCOED) and COYCHURCH PACT 

at Welfare Hall, Heol y Groes, on 
Wednesday, January 30 at 6pm. 

CEFN GLAS, LLANGEWYDD and 
BRYNHYFRYD PACT at Llangweydd 
Junior School, on Wednesday, January 30 
at 6.30pm. 

OLDCASTLE PACT at The Library, 
Brynteg Comprehensive School on 
Wednesday, January 30 at 6.30pm. 

BRACKLA PACT at Brackla Junior 
School, Brackla Way, Bracka on January 
31 at 6.30pm. 


WHO WANTS TO BUILD WHAT AND 
WHERE IN THE COUNTY BOROUGH? 


Bridgend CBC - Various 
sites at Ewenny Moors 
near Heronston Lane, 
Bridgend - Three no. dis¬ 
play lecterns, affecting 
footpaths 10 and 11, 
Bridgend. 

Mr P Gardner - 15 Beach 
Road, Newton, 

Porthcawl - Fell a mature 
lime tree, fell a hawthorn 
tree and fell a sycamore 
tree. 

Elitescapes - 1 Coed 
Parc Court, Bridgend - 
Fell 2 X sycamore trees. 
Parish of Newton Nottage 

- St Davids Church, 
Florence Street, 
Porthcawl - Programme 
of works to several trees, 
(including cutting back 
and remove one tree) 
within Nottage conserva¬ 
tion area. 

Mrs Sonia Lane - 4 Pen 
Gwern, Pencoed - Cut 
back overhanging branch¬ 
es of oak trees. 

Mr Jeff Lynn - 23 
Gregory Close, Pencoed 

- Crown reduction of 3m 


to three ash trees. 

Mr Andrew Mouncher - 
22 Rectory Close, Sarn - 
30 per cent crown reduc¬ 
tion of oak tree and 
remove major deadwood. 
Mrs D Quinn - The Yard, 
Laleston Road, Cefn 
Cross, Cefn Cribwr, 
Bridgend - Renovate and 
reclad existing shed for 
storage and new hard- 
standing. 

Mr P James - Land at 
end of Garon Terrace, 
Nantymoel - Detached 
four-bedroom bungalow. 
Mr and Mrs J Beale - 12 
The Retreat, Porthcawl 

- Retrospective planning 
application for a garage. 
Mr and Mrs S and J 
James - 1 Pant y 

Fed wen, Broadlands - 
Two storey domestic 
extension. 

Persi mm on Homes East 
Wales - Parcel R4-2 
Parc Derwen, Bridgend 

- Reserved matters appli¬ 
cation for two units and 
associated road, landscape 


and parking. 

Mr M Khaliq - Land 
rear of Jubilee Gardens, 
Pyle Road, Porthcawl - 
Change of use from car 
valeting business, swim¬ 
ming pool and fitness 
room to 8 no. self catering 
holiday units. 

Llanmoor Developments 
Co Ltd - Land to the 
south west of Maesteg 
Road, Tondu - Provision 
of 35 res properties within 
existing Llanmoor Home 
development. 

Mr N Clear - 31 Pen yr 
Heol, Pen-y-Fai - Second 
storey ext. to bungalow to 
create two storey dwelling 
and conservatory/hallAVC 
extension to rear. 

Redrew Homes - Former 
Christie Tyler site, 
Abergarw Road, 
Brynmenyn - Reserved 
matters for residential 
development of 75 
dwellings and associated 
works. 

Mr Hywel Williams - 

Dolau Kan Ddu Farm, 


Blackmill - Proposed 
construction of menage 
for exercise of horses used 
for agricultural purposes. 
Mr D L Thomas - 
Stormy Farm, Pyle - 
Erection of slurry store. 
Mr J Hughes - 1 Bryn 
Dryslwyn, Broadlands - 
Three storey extension 
and basement extension to 
side and rear with internal 
alterations. 


Mrs A Pullen - 89A 
Westward Place, 
Bridgend - Single storey 
front extension to include 
external ramped access 
and associated works. 
Miss K Loveland - 4 Vale 
Park, Broadlands - 
Single storey side exten¬ 
sion to provide new bed¬ 
room and en-suite shower 
room with associated 
works. 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked .. . 

CLEANER for your home.-^;; 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. • 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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ABOVE: BCBC Group manager public protection, Lee Jones; Brynteg 
team members leuan Potts, Rhys Evans, Ben Evans, John Roberts, 
Morgan Neagle; Brynteg Deputy Headteacher Rob Hopkins, 
BCBC Service Manager for Trading Standards, Helen Picton. 


Brynteg fight off their 
rivals as Young 
Consumers of the Year 


WI members’ Snow White panto 



PUPILS from Brynteg 
Comprehensive fought off 
competition from five other 
local schools to become 
Bridgend County Borough’s 
Young Consumers of the 
Year for 2012/13. 

The closely-fought contest, held at 
Bridgend County Borough Council’s 
Civic Offices, involved teams from 
Archbishop McGrath, Brynteg 
Comprehensive, Cynffig 

Comprehensive, Maesteg 

Comprehensive, Porthcawl 

Comprehensive and St Clare’s School. 
Teams battled to answer questions on a 
range of issues including consumer 
and legal affairs, credit and finance, 
social responsibility, healthy living 
and the environment. 

Young Consumers of the Year is an 
annual competition coordinated by 
Trading Standards where teams of 
four, aged between 14 and 18, com¬ 
pete in a University Challenge-style 
quiz. 

WELSH FINAL 

Bridgend County Borough 
Council’s winning Young Consumers 
team will now represent the borough 
at the Welsh final of the competition, 
which takes place in Llandrindod 
Wells, Powys, next March. Brynteg 
will pit their wits against the best 
teams in Wales, for a chance to quali¬ 
fy for the grand final in Brighton in 
June 2013. 

The team from Brynteg 
Comprehensive, consisting of leuan 
Potts, Rhys Evans, Ben Evans and 
John Roberts, took home trophies, cer¬ 
tificates, the Young Consumers of the 
Year shield and a 46-inch television 
donated by Sony UK Technology 
Centre in Pencoed. 

BCBC Deputy Leader, Coun David 
Sage, said: “This is the first time for 
we have had six teams for this compe¬ 


tition, and it’s great that our students 
are taking such an interest in the areas 
which we as a council have to monitor, 
as well as learn about vital issues such 
as financial skills and social responsi¬ 
bility. 

“We also appreciate the support 
given to this competition by our spon¬ 
sors, Bridgend Designer Outlet, Asda, 
Sainsbury’s, Odeon and The Co-oper¬ 
ative, and we are extremely grateful to 
Sony UK for donating a television. 

“ I’m sure the entire school will 
benefit from this and it will always be 
a reminder of the team’s excellent per¬ 
formance during this year’s event.” 

Service Manager for Trading 
Standards, Helen Picton, added: “The 
level of knowledge in the competition 
was of a very high standard, particu¬ 
larly in relation to subjects close to the 
heart of Trading Standards. 

CONFIDENCE 

“The students were able to confi¬ 
dently answer questions on their statu¬ 
tory rights, their legal obligations and 
their social responsibilities. 

“This was our sixth annual compe¬ 
tition and our most exciting yet. Only 
a few points separated the teams at the 
half way stage, but the boys from 
Brynteg gave a string of excellent 
answers to emerge as our Young 
Consumers of the Year for 2013. 

“As a department, we would like to 
congratulate Brynteg Comprehensive, 
not just for winning, but for showing a 
real understanding of consumer relat 

“We look forward to working with 
the students and teachers in the build 
up the Welsh Einals in 2013.” 

BCBC Trading Standards is keen to 
encourage other schools in the bor¬ 
ough to take part in next year’s com¬ 
petition. 

To register your school’s interest, or 
for further information, contact Senior 
Fair Trading Officer Ellis Roberts by 
calling 01656 643275 or emailing: 
tradingstandards @ bridgend.gov. uk. 


Quiz League round-up 


RESULTS of matches on 
Monday, December 3 were 
more or less expected, with one 
glaring exception, that being 
the size of Tyrisha Royals’ 
margin of victory over second- 
place Oldcastle ‘A’. 

The 43-33 scoreline was complete¬ 
ly unforeseen, given both team’s form 
this season. Good game at Tondu 
Railway Club where Tyrisha Nomads’ 
recent dearth of points from the writ¬ 
ten section is infuriating to them, espe¬ 
cially when they meet steady-scoring 
teams like Tondu Rly. 

The score of 46-40 to Tondu was a 
fair reflection of both teams’ efforts. 
Six Bells made it two wins in succes¬ 
sion versus Pheasant Poachers; score 
44-30. 

The other Division 1 game was very 
close, Mackworth Arms eventually 
taking the honours by 44-43. 

In the second division, Laleston Inn 
‘A’ hit the heights with a 53-40 win 
against Coy church Wanderers; and in 


a bottom of the table clash Pheasant 
Gamekeepers trounced Pyle RPC 47- 
29. 

Oldcastle ‘B’ saw off Laleston Inn 
‘B’ 47-44, and Crown Inn ‘B’ did well 
to keep high-flying Greenmeadow to a 
two-point win of 50-48. 

Here are your four specials: 

1. Which literary detective had a 
servant named Bunter? 

2. Which of Jesus’ miracles is the 
only one to appear in all four Gospels? 

3. Which British boxer beat Vito 
Antuoferma in Las Vegas in 1980 to 
win the world lightweight title? 

4. In television’s ‘Dukes of 
Hazard’, what type of car was the 
‘General Lee’? 

A RUDGE 
(For Quiz League) 
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A VERY enjoyable pantomime - Snow White and the Seven Dwarves - took place at the Grand Pavilion, Porthcawl, in 
November for two nights. Writer and producer was Ruth Rees, choreographer was Yvonne Garrard and musical arranger 
was Novello Peters. The cast was formed by WI members from eleven institutes around Glamorgan, and the children were 
from the Yvonne Garrard Sc ool of Dance. 


NEW WILDLIFE CENTRE IS 
TAKING SHAPE AT TONDU 


A SPOKESPERSON 
reported this week 
that renovation of 
the Parc Slip Visitor 
Centre, Tondu is 
“making good 
progress, the roof 
has been removed in 
anticipation of the 
new first floor exten¬ 
sion.” 

The extension would 
not only double the area 
available for school 
groups, wildlife enthusi¬ 
asts and local communi¬ 
ties but would also dra¬ 
matically improve the 
view over the nature 
reserve. 

The spokesperson 
explained: “In spring 
and summer, visitors 
will be able to look over 
the reserve to watch 
swallows and lapwings 
gliding over wildflower 
meadows alive with 
colour. In winter, watch 
from the comfort of the 
centre as a variety of 
farmland birds visit our 
feeders whilst wintering 
wildfowl flock overhead 
as they prepare to settle 
on the reserves ponds 
and wetlands. 

“Organised walks and 


training days led from 
the visitor centre will 
allow visitors to get even 
closer to the wildlife, 
enabling people of all 
ages to learn and experi¬ 
ence nature in a way that 
will last forever. 

“The visitor centre is 
currently shrouded in 
plastic sheeting while 
the roof is in the final 
stages of being assem¬ 
bled. Once the new roof 
is in place, work can 
commence on the new 
cafe and wildlife discov¬ 
ery room. 

“Key to the new visi¬ 
tor centre will be a 
libraiy dedicated to 
learning more about 
wildlife along with a 
museum illustrating the 
nature reserve’s transfor¬ 
mation from the open 
cast mine of yesteryear 
to the wildlife haven it is 
today. 

“In particular, 
WTSWW hope that the 
new Parc Slip Wildlife 
Trust Centre will pay fit¬ 
ting homage to the mem¬ 
ory of the 112 men and 
boys who sadly lost their 
lives in the Parc Slip 
mining disaster of 
1892.” 

The project has been 


Stitch ‘n’ Bitch 
fundraisers 
impress MP 


THE Vale MPAlun 
Cairns popped in to 
the annual 
fundraising event, 
held by the 
Cowbridge Stitch 
‘n ’ Bitch members 
recently at the 
Lesser Hall in 
Cowbridge. 

This year, their cho¬ 
sen charity was the Y 
Bwthyn Newydd hos¬ 
pice in Bridgend. 

Mr Cairns said: “It 
was great to meet the 
Stitch ‘n ’ Bitch mem¬ 
bers, along with a few 
familiar faces from the 
Glamorgan Quilters 
group. 


“The event was well 
attended with a pletho¬ 
ra of stalls with some 
fantastic gifts on offer 
in the lead-up to 
Christmas. Monica 
Dennis made me feel 
very welcome, and I 
was delighted to show 
her how one of my 
House of Commons ties 
had been incorporated 
into one of the quilts 
being raffled by the 
Glamorgan Quilters! 

“Well done to all - to 
have raised over £880 
during a few short 
hours is fantastic.” 


made possible through 
grant funding from the 
Valleys Regional Park 
(VRP) and Biffa Award 
as well as dedicated 
legacies and many gen¬ 
erous donations. 

“We would like to 
thank everyone for their 
kind support. Although a 
great deal of funding has 
been found, the project 
is still hoping to secure a 
further £35,000, which 
will help install state of 
the art interactive inter¬ 
pretation and facilities, 
increasing the visitor 
experience even further,” 
the spokesperson added. 

Bridgend Business 
Forum welcomes 
its 400th member 




Karl Schmidtke (left), regional director, Trecco 
Bay Resort, Porthcawl with Ian Jessopp, vice-chair 
of the Bridgend Business Forum at the holiday park. 


NEW Bridgend Business 
Forum vice-chair, Ian Jessopp, 
has welcomed its 400th mem¬ 
ber - Karl Schmidtke, regional 
director, Trecco Bay Resort, 
Porthcawl. 

Trecco Bay is the largest holiday 
park in Europe. Comprising of 
2,000 holiday homes, it attracts in 
excess of 250,000 guests and visitors 
per annum. 

Commenting on his new role, Ian 
said: “I have been a strong support¬ 
er of the Bridgend Business Forum 
since it was established in 2008. 


“Since then, I have really seen the 
benefits of being part of a strong 
business network in the area. I feel 
very privileged to take up this new 
position and am looking forward to 
being able to support and develop 
its continued success.” 

Karl added: “We are delighted to 
be involved with Bridgend Business 
Forum. The interaction and net¬ 
working opportunities the forum 
offers are crucial in developing our 
business. 

“We look forward to a long and 
fruitful association.” 
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YOUR CHANCE TO 
THE COMMUNITY 


SHARE 

NEWS 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community 
news columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this region, 
please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 lyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399. email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 


COUNCIL 
CANDIDATE 
I have been informed that 
because of the passing away of 
Bridgend county borough coun¬ 
cillor Pat Penpraze, the Labour 
party in Bryncoch ward have 
selected Mrs Janice Lewis to 
stand in the forthcoming elec¬ 
tion for a new councillor. 

St David’s Church, Betws 

The young farmer’s organisation is 
holding its annual carol service in the 
church on Sunday, December 16, at 
7.30pm. 

Everyone is welcome. 

Aberkenfig Square 

On Wednesday, December 19, there 
is a communal carol singing event 
at 7.30pm in Aberkenfig Square.. 

Walk of Witness 

On Saturday, December 22, start¬ 
ing at 10am, there will be the 
annual walk from Bethlehem 
Chapel in Bryncethin to Nazareth 
Chapel, Brynmenyn. 

This is a popular event with a 
leisurely stroll and 1 hope everyone 
will join in. 

Saint Tyfodwg’s 
Church, Glynogwr 

The annual carol service at the 
church will be on Sunday, 
December 16, at 7pm. Everyone is 
welcome. 

Garw choir 

Cor Meibion Cwm Garw (the 
Garw Valley male choir) is very 
busy in the next week. 

On Friday, December 14, it will be 
putting on a concert for the elderly in 
the residential home, Oaklands Road, 
Bryntirion. 

On Monday, December 17, at 7pm, 
it will be leading the singing in the 
Garw Valley annual Christmas con¬ 
cert in St David’s Church, 
Pontycymer. 

On Wednesday, December 19, at 
6.30pm it will be singing in the 
Christmas concert in the Richard 
Price Centre, Llangeinor,where it will 
have competition from the star cho¬ 
risters from Tynyrheol Primary 
School. 

Noteworthy mixed 
voice choir 

This choir, originally formed to 
raise money for cancer 
research, will be performing in 
a concert at St Mary’s Church, 
Garth, tomorrow (Friday, 


December 14). 

The concert is to raise funds to 
replace items stolen from the church 
earlier in the year. 

The following Friday, December 
21, at 7pm, it will be singing in a 
concert to help raise funds for cancer 
research at St Michael and All Angels 
Church, Maesteg. 

Tickets are £7 and £6 for conces¬ 
sions, and can be obtained by tele¬ 
phoning 01656 737923, or pay at the 
door. 

Bois Goetre-Hen a’r Cylch 
(Coytrahen & District choir) 
Next Sunday, December 16, at 
2pm, the choir will be perform¬ 
ing in its 16th public perform¬ 
ance on the Glanfa Stage, at the 
Wales Millennium Centre, 
Cardiff Bay. 

On Saturday, December 22, at 
6pm, the choir is taking part in a 
community Christmas carol concert 
and sing-a-long at The Philip Squire 
Community Centre, Coytrahen. 

Ogmore Valley 
Male Voice Choir 
The choir, along with the 
Ogmore Valley silver band, is 
performing in a Christmas con¬ 
cert at the choir’s concert hall 
in Canolfan Bethlehem, 
Commercial Street, Ogmore 
Vale, at 7pm. 

Penyfai Village 

On Wednesday, Decemberl9, at 6pm 
songsters are invited to meet in the 
Pheasant car park to walk around the 
village singing carols, returning to 
the Pheasant later to carry on singing. 

Pencoed Silver Band 

This band which was formed in 
1902 as a brass band, but had its 
instruments re-silvered in 1946 to 
become a silver band. 

The band will be playing music to 
entertain the shoppers at Tesco store, 
Quarella Road, on Saturday, 
December 15 and 22, and at Tesco 
Cowbridge Road on Tuesday, 


December 18, at mid-day for each 
performance. 

The band will also be supporting 
the congregational singing at a 
Christmas carol concert in Pencoed 
Welfare Hall tomorrow, Friday, 
December 14, at 6:30pm 

It will also be playing music for 
the Cantorian Coety mixed voice 
choir in the carol service at Gilead 
Chapel, Coety on Sunday, December 
16, at 6pm, and the following 
Wednesday, December 19, at 6pm, it 
will be performing in Llangrallo 
Church, Coychurch. 

Betws Primary School 
Brand new temporary facilities 
have been manufactured and 
installed at Betws Primary fol¬ 
lowing the fire which destroyed 
the junior school block earlier 
this year. 

Seven new classrooms, a hall, an 
IT suite, toilets, a staffroom and a 
fully fitted kitchen have been con¬ 
structed at the site. 

New furniture has been provided 
and a base for the Flying Start health 
visitor scheme has also been 
installed. 

The temporary facilities are fully 
powered and insulated, and have 
been designed to provide pupils with 
a temporary but high-quality learning 
environment. 

It is a testament to the teachers, 
governors, staff, pupils and local 
community that the school was open 
the day after the fire and has been 
able to continue to operate despite the 
significant challenges that it has had 
to face. 

Aberkenfig and District 
Women’s Institute 
On Monday, December 3, a 
party of ladies from Aberkenfig 
WI attended a carol and read¬ 
ings service held by Penyfai WI 
at Penyfai Church. 

It was an interesting evening with 
a full traditional Anglican service. 


followed by a glass of sherry and 
mince pies. 

The year is winding to a close for 
Aberkenfig WI as the last meeting of 
the year is traditionally a Christmas 
Party which is always well attended. 

The members have again sent a 
Christmas tree to the Tondu Wesley 
Methodist Church for inclusion in 
their Christmas tree festival, which 
will be on until 12th night. 

A new programme of speakers and 
activities for Aberkenfig WI will be 
issued in January when the subscrip¬ 
tions (now £33) are due. 

Aberkenfig and District Women’s 
Institute meets on the second 
Wednesday of the month in the 
Welfare Hall, Heol Persondy, 
Aberkenfig at 2pm. There is often a 
speaker or demonstration and a nice 
cup of tea. 

Visitors and new members are 
always made very welcome. For 
more information, telephone secre¬ 
tary Pat Lewis on 01656 721933. 

Ogmore Vale 
Primary School 

The school will be holding the 
Christmas concert for pupils in 
years 1 and 2 today (December 13), 
at 2pm and tomorrow, Friday, 
December 14, at 10am 

The concert for the reception and 
nursery classes will be on Tuesday, 
December 18, at 10am. 

Brynmenyn 
Primary School 

The school will be holding a 
Christmas concert for classes 4, 5 and 
6 in Tondu Wesley Methodist Church 
on Monday, December 17, at 6pm. 

Tynyrheol Primary 
School, Llangeinor 

The class 1 Nativity play will be 
tomorrow, Friday, December 14, at 
9.30am. 

Tondu Primary School 

Christmas concerts will be taking 
place as follows: 

The foundation phase pupils those 
in Cynffig, Ewenni, Garw and Llynfi 
classes will be on Monday, December 

17, at 2pm and Tuesday, December 

18, at 10am. 

The Key stage 2 pupils in classes 
Ogwr, Rhondda, Taf and Usk will be 
on Tuesday, December 18, at 2pm 
and Wednesday, December 19, at 
6pm. 

The nursery class Afan nativity 
play will be on Wednesday, 

December 19, at 10.30am. 


Immunise against whooping 
cough - mums-to-he are urged 


MUMS-TO-BE in 

Bridgend county borough 
who are over 28 weeks 
pregnant, are being urged 
to get a whooping cough 
injection from their GP in 
order to protect their baby. 

Bridgend County Borough 
Council (BCBC) is supporting 
the call to action which comes 
from Abertawe Bro Morgannwg 
Health Board following the death 
of three young babies in October. 

Whooping cough is a highly 
contagious bacterial infection of 
the lungs and airways which has 
resulted in 12 deaths in the UK 
this year. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, BCBC’s 
cabinet member for wellbeing, 
said: “If you are over 28 weeks 
pregnant, please speak to your 
GP about the whooping cough 
vaccination as soon as possible. 

“The tragic death figures, 
together with the contagious 
nature of the infection, really hit 


home on how important it is for 
mums-to-be to not delay getting 
immunised. That’s why we’re 
helping our partners in the NHS 
spread the word.” 

Wendy Sunderland-Evans, 
ABM midwife and antenatal 
screening co-ordinator, said: 

“We are currently experienc¬ 
ing the largest outbreak of 
whooping cough for decades. 
This is extremely serious, espe¬ 
cially for young babies. 

“Babies less than three months 
of age are not protected against 
whooping cough as vaccination 
isn’t possible until they are two 
months old. 

“This means these babies are 
at high risk of complications, 
such as pneumonia and even 
death, from whooping cough. 

“We are offering mums-to-be, 
who are more than 28 weeks 
pregnant, the whooping cough 
vaccination to boost their own 
immunity, which they will pass 
through the placenta to their 


unborn baby. This will help to 
protect the baby until they are old 
enough to have their own vacci¬ 
nations. 

“Vaccinations are available to 
all mums-to-be over 28 weeks 
pregnant from their local GP, and 
we urge all these mums to make 
an appointment for their vaccina¬ 
tion straight away. Please don’t 
put it off for another day.” 

Some women may also be con¬ 
cerned about having a vaccina¬ 
tion while they are pregnant. 
There is no evidence of a risk to 
pregnancy, baby or breast-feed¬ 
ing. 

Wendy added: “There is no 
need to worry about having the 
vaccination. But if you are wor¬ 
ried please speak to your midwife 
or GP.” 

For more information visit 
your local GP or go to the ABM 
website at 

WWW. abm. wales, nhs. uk. 


CHOIR’S BEST 
CONCERT EVER! 


COR Bro Ogwr’s 
concert in November 
fought off the miser¬ 
able weather with 
what a member of the 
audience called “their 
best concert ever”! 

At the end of the first 
half, the choir’s rendi¬ 
tion of ‘Y 
Tangnefeddywr’ 
received a standing ova¬ 
tion from the audience, 
who were delighted to 
hear some old favourites 
and two unusual pieces 
from the soloists, Jess 
Robinson and Beth 
Maxon, who are both 
studying at the Royal 
Welsh College of Music 
and Drama. 

The second half of 
the concert featured the 
first amateur perform¬ 
ance of Karl Jenkins’ 
‘The Peacemakers’. 

This is a work devot¬ 
ed to the theme of 
peace, with rousing cho¬ 


ruses and the opportuni¬ 
ty for the percussionists 
of the orchestra to show 
their talents. 

The choir enjoyed 
singing with the British 
Sinfonietta, an inde¬ 
pendent professional 
orchestra which is fast 
gaining an excellent rep¬ 
utation. 

The choir’s accompa¬ 
nist, Glenn Crooks, was 
also there, hidden from 
view but as always play¬ 
ing to his usual high 
standard. 

The last word comes 
from the choir’s conduc¬ 
tor, Edward-Rhys Harry, 
who told the choir after¬ 
wards: “Conducting a 
concert is always work 
- but do you know, I 
really enjoyed myself!” 

As did everyone else 
in All Saints Church that 
evening. 

DOMINIQUE 

SPEAREY 


Coity stroke 
patient ends 
up dancing 
in corridor! 



PICTURED (from left to right): Elizabeth 
Ferreira, staff nurse; Michael Moloughney, 
and Rachel Jenner, junior doctor. 


THANKS to a clot- 
busting drug, just 
one week after suf¬ 
fering a stroke, 
retired teacher, 
Michael 
Moloughney, has 
fully recovered and 
is praising the 
treatment he 

received. 

The 62-year-old from 
Coity was putting his 
recycling bin out for col¬ 
lection when he realised 
he had no grip in his left 
hand, and his left arm 
was like ‘lead’. 

He asked his wife to 
drive him to A&E, but, 
whilst he was waiting for 
her to arrive, a severe 
pain behind his right eye 
and blurred vision 
prompted him to phone 
for an ambulance. 

Michael didn’t realise 
it, but he was having a 
stroke. 

His instinct to dial 
999 meant he was taken 
to the Princess of Wales 
Hospital in time to bene¬ 
fit from thrombolysis, an 
injection which dis¬ 
solves the clots which 
cause weakness in the 
body. 

Time is of the essence 
for thrombolysis, as it 
has to be given as soon 
as possible, within the 
first four and a half hours 
of a stroke. When suc¬ 
cessful, it stops patients 
having permanent dam¬ 
age or severe disabilities. 

“I feel so lucky that I 
arrived at the hospital in 
time for the treatment. 
As I arrived, my face 
was starting to drop and 
my speech was slurred; 
my condition was quick¬ 
ly deteriorating. 

“I am so glad I was 
able to have the injection 
to stop the damage 
becoming permanent. 

“But now I feel back 
to normal. I can walk, 
talk and have recovered 
the use of my left arm 
and hand. 

“When my son and 
daughter came to visit, I 
walked with them as 
they were leaving and 
the hospital radio was 
playing a song I remem¬ 
ber from years ago, so I 


had a little dance in the 
corridor. 

“I realise how lucky I 
have been when I see 
some of the after effects 
other stroke patients 
have; some walk with 
zimmer frames and oth¬ 
ers need their food liq¬ 
uidised. I am just so 
grateful to this superb 
service, which is 
enhanced by brilliant 
staff and facilities.” 

Dr Harish Bhat, con¬ 
sultant physician at the 
Stroke Unit at the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital, added: 

“Thrombolysis is a serv¬ 
ice which is available 
24/7 at the Princess of 
Wales and Morriston 
Hospitals. 

“It is so important that 
people get to us as quick¬ 
ly as possible, as we only 
have a small window of 
time to administer the 
injection. 

Dr Bhat added: 
“Patients who respond to 
thrombolysis are less 
disabled, and also make 
a faster recovery. They 
can be out of the Stroke 
Unit within a week or 
two, needing little help 
or support from social 
services. Often their life 
returns to normal.” 

Not all patients are 
suitable for thromboly¬ 
sis, and it can’t be used 
for every type of stroke. 
However, it is important 
to be aware of the symp¬ 
toms so people can 
recognise if they, or 
someone they are with, 
are having a stroke. All 
patients can benefit from 
specialist stroke unit 
care, which saves lives. 

The FAST campaign 
by the Stroke Association 
explains what to look 
for: 

Face: Has their face 
fallen on one side? Can 
they smile? 

Arms: Can they raise 
both arms and keep them 
there? 

Speech: Is their 

speech slurred? 

Time: Time to dial 
999 of you see any one of 
these signs. 
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First Minister opens new look 
bank branch in Bridgend 



ABOVE: First Minister Carwyn Jones joins the ‘Barclayguards’ to cut the tape. 


THE First Minister, Carwyn 
Jones, recently cut the tape when 
Barclays bank officially opened its 
refurbished branch at Dunraven 
Place. 

Mark Dyer, the branch manager in 
Bridgend, said: “This major invest¬ 
ment in Bridgend has created one of 
the most stylish, efficient and techno¬ 
logically advanced branches in the 
country. 

“The branch has the latest TAU’s 
(Teller Assisted Units) whereby the 


cashier does not even have to count 
the cash any longer, as the machine 
dispenses the correct amount at the 
touch of a button.” 

The overall branch design has also 
been modernised. 

Dave Rose, the Barclays area direc¬ 
tor, said “Whilst the local staff has 
always provided first class customer 
service, they now have a fantastic new 
branch, designed to elevate the cus¬ 
tomer experience to even greater 
heights.” 

Carwyn Jones AM said: “I am 


pleased to see such a significant 
investment from Barclays to improve 
banking facilities for their Bridgend 
customers. 

“High street banks still provide 
many people with services which 
helps draw them into the town, which 
in turn is good for local traders.” 

The branch celebrations also 
included street entertainment from 
the ‘Barclayguards’, freebie give¬ 
aways and a visit from the Premier 
League Trophy. 


Full house sees ‘Rising Stars’ 
shine in youth talent contest 


BRIDGEND Youth Service’s 
15th annual ‘Rising Stars’ 
youth talent contest at the 
Grand Pavilion, Porthcawl 
was bigger and better than 
ever. 

It linked up with counterparts in 
the Vale for the first time, drawing on 
members of youth centres, youth 
projects and youth organisations from 
across the two counties for the com¬ 
petition. 

Contestants gave an array of musi¬ 
cal, singing and dancing performanc¬ 
es to a full house of other young peo¬ 
ple, family, friends and VIPs includ¬ 
ing Bridgend county borough Mayor 
Coun Marlene Thomas, who officially 
opened the show. Youth worker Kris 
Davies was compere for the evening 
and judging the show was Britain’s 
Got Talent finalist Jaheen Jafargholi, 
Emyr Jones from Only Boys Allowed 
and musician Marc George. 

The competition is well known as 
a showcase for youth talent with past 
winners shooting to stardom through 
parts in the TV show Casualty and on 
the West End; the show’s first ever 
winners were rock band ‘Bullet for 
my Valentine’ who have since sup¬ 
ported Guns ‘n’ Roses on tour and 
regularly on TV and radio. 

This time the winning trophy and 
£100 of HMV vouchers were present¬ 
ed to musician Patricia Coates who 
was entered by the After Care team. 



ABOVE: DANCE GROUP CONTAGIOUS. 


Stepping into second place was dance 
troop ‘Contagious’ from Maesteg and 
joint third place were band ‘Nihlus’ 
from Bridgend College and rapper 
‘Endo’ from Youth Works. 

Coun Huw David, Bridgend 
County Borough Council’s cabinet 
member for children and young peo¬ 
ple, said: “This event is a fantastic 
way of showcasing the high standard 
and variety of talent of so many of 
our young people. It is wonderful to 
see that in its 15th year, the show is 
still going from strength to strength - 
long may it continue. 

“On behalf of the Youth Service in 
Bridgend, can I thank all youth work¬ 
ers involved in the event for all their 
hard work and congratulations to 
everyone who took part. 





WINNER, PATRICIA COATES. 


MP takes train safety issue to Westminster 


1 




BRIDGEND MP Madeleine 
Moon met the Transport 
Minister, Simon Burns MP, 
yesterday (Wednesday) to 
discuss the need for rail 
safety lessons to be offered 
in primary schools. 

Mrs. Moon will be accompa¬ 
nied by one of her constituents, 
Geraint Llewellyn, who is a 
high speed train driver who has 
developed rail safety lessons 


for primary school children. 

The meeting will also be 
attended by representatives of 
Eirst Great Western who have 
assisted Mr. Llewellyn with the 
project. 

Madeleine Moon said: 
“Geraint Llewellyn approached 
me earlier this year for assis¬ 
tance in finding ways to make 
the rail safety lesson he has 
developed reach as many chil¬ 


dren as possible. He was 
prompted to act after being 
involved in a frightening near 
miss with two children. We met 
the Transport Minister to see 
what more can be done.” 

“I also sought a meeting with 
the Department for Education, 
but disappointingly no 
Ministers could find the time 
for a short meeting. 

“The reply I received sug¬ 


gested that rail safety lessons 
were a voluntary option for 
schools. Eor me, this shows a 
failure to understand how 
important the rail safety mes¬ 
sage is, and the impact tres¬ 
passing can have. 

“Not only are lives put at 
risk, but there is also the emo¬ 
tional trauma for drivers and 
rail staff and the financial cost 
to the rail industry.” 


WI MEMBERSHIP 
IS ON THE RISE! 


PRESIDENT 
Margaret Batten 
welcomed members 
to the Christmas 
meeting of Merthyr 
Mawr WI. 

Sheila Watts Jones 
reported back on the half 
yearly council meeting 
which had been held last 
month in Porthcawl. The 
meeting was attended by 
477 members represent¬ 
ing 90 WIs from 
Glamorgan. 

The guest speaker was 
Gaynor Richards who is 
director of the Neath- 
Port Talbot Community 
Voluntary Sector. 

Her job is to co-ordi¬ 
nate the 3rd (Voluntary) 
Sector. There are about 
30,000 volunteers in 
Wales and she praised 
the WI for being ahead 
of the game in many of 


their initiatives. 

The chairman’s 
address was given by 
Carolyn Davies and we 
were pleased to hear our 
federation has increased 
its membership by 120 
and 5 new WIs had been 
formed. 

Polio wing the reports 
from the chairman and 
treasurer, the afternoon 
speaker was Miranda 
Krestovnikoff, the tele¬ 
vision presenter of Coast 
and other television pro¬ 
grammes. 

She gave an entertain¬ 
ing and lively talk about 
her work around the 
coast of Britain, which 
was illustrated with 
slides. 

Last month, eight 
members attended the 
federation bridge drive 
at Ystradowen. We had a 
good afternoon but, 
unfortunately, did not 


win any prizes this year. 

The president then 
thanked Alice Coulter, 
who is retiring as our 
secretary. Alice is a 
staunch member of WI 
having been a member 
since the early 1980s 
and she has served as 
secretary for very many 
years. 

She was presented 
with a silver photograph 
frame in recognition of 
her service to our WI. 

Poliowing the business 
meeting members 
enjoyed their branch 
Christmas dinner. The 
evening was rounded off 
with traditional carol 
singing, led by 
Rosemary Rowe and Val 
Manning. 

The next meeting will 
be on Wednesday 
January 2, at Corntown 
Community Hall. 


Staff filled 140 
shoeboxes 
with festive gifts 


STAFF at the Specsavers store on Adare Street, Bridgend, col¬ 
lected 140 shoe boxes filled with toys for Operation Christmas 
Child, the global appeal which provides gifts to children in 
more than 100 countries. 

It is the fourth year in a row that store has participated in the scheme, 
which is organised by Samaritan’s Purse, and this year’s donation represents 
the largest number of boxes collected and double the amount reached in 2011. 
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The boxes were 
donated by staff and 
customers of Specsavers 
Bridgend, Cardiff 
Devils supporters, as 
well as significant con¬ 
tributions from various 
community groups such 
as the residents of 
Treetops care home in 
Brynmenyn, and the 
podiatry department at 
the Princess of Wales 
Hospital. 

Cardiff Devils net- 
minder, Phil Osaer, 
popped into Specsavers 
to drop off the last batch 
of boxes and congratu¬ 
late staff, which 
includes teammate Ben 
Davies, who juggles 
playing for the Devils 
with working at the 
store. 

Ann Simpkin, direc¬ 
tor of the Specsavers 
Bridgend, said: “The 
team here are always 
keen to participate in 
Operation Christmas 
Child as it is a fantastic 
cause, but we’ve been 
overwhelmed by the 
response this year. 

“To collect a record 
number of boxes this 
year is a fantastic effort 
from the community 
and we thank everyone 
who has helped us reach 
this total by dropping 
off a shoe box in store. 

“All the boxes will 
help make a disadvan¬ 
taged child’s Christmas 
a happier one, so we’re 
delighted that so many 
were in the spirit of giv¬ 
ing this year.” 

The boxes contained 
toys, sweets and letters, 
as well as necessities 
like toothbrushes and 
soap, and they will be 
in countries across 
Africa, Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia. 


Early festive 
celebration 

THE first of the 
local churches to 
celebrate Christmas 
was Saron Chapel, 
Treoes. 

On Sunday, December 
9, local children played 
a major part in the pro¬ 
ceedings, with poems 
and songs. Following 
the service, the children 
with parents proceeded 
to the village hall for the 
Christmas tea party, and 
the early arrival of Santa 
with his bag full of good¬ 
ies! 

Llangan 

School 

ON December 11, chil¬ 
dren played their part at 
a Christmas concert in 
the afternoon and again 
in the evening (more 
news on the concerts 
next week). 

Christmas 

service 

ST MARY HILL 
Church Christmas serv¬ 
ice will take place on 
Sunday, December 16 at 
11.15am, conducted by 
Rev Canon David Lewis 
(late of Wick and 
Baglan). Go along and 
give Rev Lewis a warm 
St Mary’s welcome! 

St Canna’s 
services 

THE services will take 
place on Sunday, 
December 16 at 4.30pm 


outside St Canna’s on 
the green (weather per¬ 
mitting). 

If raining, the service 
will take place in St 
Cannas. Refreshments 
will be available. A 
charge of £5 per adult is 
proposed. All profit will 
be donated to Y Bwthyn. 

On December 3, a 
family service will take 
place in St Canna’s at 
11.15am on Christmas 
Day, Eucharist at 11am 
in St Canna ’ 5 . 

Panto success 

A MESSAGE from 
Llangan and St Mary 
Hill Hall Committee: 
“This year’s pan¬ 
tomime, Robin Hood 
and Snow White, was an 
outstanding success 
with over 120 tickets 
sold for the Saturday 
night and Sunday after¬ 
noon performances. 

“I understand book¬ 
ings are already being 
made for Christmas 
2013. 

“The committee 
would like to extend 
their thanks for all the 
support shown by teach¬ 
ers, parents and children 
of Llangan School and 
from the wider area. 

“It goes without say¬ 
ing this would not have 
been possible without 
the dedication and hard 
work of those involved. ” 

My thanks to Coun 
Mel Wharmby for the 
information in this 
report. 
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BCBC RELAUNCHES 

nmZF.NS’ PANEL AND 

CAT.T.S FOB. ‘RECRUITS’ 


Residents are 
urged to have 
say on future 
of borough 


RESIDENTS are being asked 
to make their voices heard as 
part of the relaunch of the 
Citizens’ Panel by Bridgend 
County Borough Council. 

The council is currently recruiting 
new members to the panel to help 
shape the way the area develops. 

A spokesman explained: “Made 
up of residents aged 16 years old 
and above, the panel receives three 
to four surveys a year about a range 
of issues relating to council services 
and policies, providing members 
with an opportunity to contribute to 
the authority’s decision making. 

“In previous years, the panel has 
aired its opinions on a number of 
important council issues including 
street cleanliness, customer service 
and the local housing strategy. 

“Now, the council is keen to 
increase the number of residents 
having their say via the panel. 

“The surveys are available in 
Welsh and English, and alternative 
formats and languages are also 
available to ensure that residents 


from all backgrounds can have their 
say. 

“Personal information collected 
from the panel is used to see how 
issues such as age, having children 
and where people live affect individ¬ 
uals’ answers. All answers are 
anonymous and aren’t traced back to 
respondents. 

“Panel members’ personal infor¬ 
mation is stored securely and in line 
with the Data Protection Act. It will 
never be passed to a third party,” the 
spokesman promised. 

The panel’s next survey will take 
place in the New Year and will 
include questions about some of the 
ways in which the council provides 
information to the public. 

Anyone wishing to get involved in 
the Citizens’ Panel and shaping 
Bridgend county borough’s future 
can email consultation®bridgend- 
gov.uk, call the consultation team on 
01656 643664, or visit the council’s 
new consultation pages at 
www.bridgend.gov.uk to find out 
more. 


Enterprising work from 
pupils at St David’s... 



PUPILS from St 
David’s Church in 
Wales Primary 
School showed off 
their budding 
entrepreneurial 
skills during the 
school’s Christmas 
enterprise week. 

Throughout the week, 
pupils from reception up 
to year-6 prepared their 
business plans for their 
stalls in the hope of 
making a profit on the 
goods they produced 
and sold. 

The activities encour¬ 
aged the pupils to devel¬ 
op their marketing, 
design, manufactuimg 
and mathematical skills. 


Goods sold included 
embroidered tree deco¬ 
rations, Christmas bis¬ 
cuits and potted plants. 

Pupils opened the 
doors to parents and 
friends of the school to 
browse the stalls for 
Christmas gifts. 

The pupils are now 
looking forward to 
spending their profits on 
equipment for their 
classrooms, and are also 
giving a percentage of 
the profits to charity. 

The teachers of the 
school would like to 
congratulate pupils on 
their hard work and 
commitment to their 
tasks. 

KA 



Ogmore MP hacks the Dogs 
Trust Christmas campaign 



HUWIRRANCA-DAVIES MR 


ON Tuesday (December 4), animal-loving 
MPs, including Huw Irranca-Davies, 
attended an event in Westminster organ¬ 
ised by Dogs Trust, the UK’s largest dog 
welfare charity, to raise awareness of its 
annual Christmas campaign. 

The event, sponsored by Neil Parish MP, aimed to 
highlight the famous Dogs Trust slogan: “A Dog is 
for Life, Not Just for Christmas” in a bid to combat 
the problem of dogs being given as gifts at Christmas, 
only to be later abandoned in January. 

The event gave attendees the opportunity to open a 
window on the charity’s ‘12 Strays of Christmas’ 
advent calendar and learn more about its campaign to 
encourage people to think carefully before taking on 
a dog, especially during the festive season. 

Laura Vallance, public affairs manager at Dogs 
Trust said: “We are really pleased to be raising aware¬ 
ness about this important issue in Westminster. 

“It is vital that dog ownership is seen as a long¬ 
term co mmi tment and not just an impulse buy, espe¬ 
cially at Christmas time.” 

Every year. Dogs Trust works to highlight the 
problem of dogs being given as presents at 
Christmas. 

Laura added: “The 
online sale of pets means 
that impulse buying of 
animals has become an 
appealing option and the 
lure of a quick sale 
attracts many unscrupu¬ 
lous breeders, particular¬ 
ly during the Christmas 
period.” 

Dogs Trust is the UK’s 
largest dog welfare char¬ 
ity and cares for over 
16,000 abandoned and 
unwanted dogs a year 
through its nationwide 
network of 18 rehoming 
centres. 

For more information 
about Dogs Trust, the 
UK’s largest dog welfare 
charity, visit 

WWW. dogstrust. org. uk 


SOUTH WALES’ m 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 


CJ0uB?5S 


01656 659274 
01446 439214 
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Louise, Paul, Kate and Julia would 
like to wish our customers both old 
and new a Merry Christmas wth 
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Christmas Carols evening 
is a Porthcawl highligh t! 



ABOVE: 
Porthcawl Town 
Mayor Coun 
Alana Davies. 

THESE pictures 
were taken by Keith 
E Morgan at the 
Mayor of 

Porthcawl’s ‘Carols 
in the Pavilion’ 
Christmas concert 
on November 26. 

The compere was 
David Newton- 
Williams and 
accompanists were 
Mike Boyle and 
David Anderson. 



ABOVE: Porthcawl Choral Society, with musical director Barrie Wilson, 
compered by David Newton Williams. 



ABOVE: The ‘Sounds Eamiliar’ vocal ensemble. 



ABOVE: Nottage Primary School’s choir. 



ABOVE: The Ysgoly Eerch O’r Sger choir. 


SANTA ESCAPED 


FUNDING SCARE 

- thanks to the 
new sponsors 



THIS year’s Cowbridge 
Reindeer Parade, on 
November 25, survived a 
funding scare before, once 
again, giving visitors to the 
town a great day out. 

For this year’s parade, Julian Kelly 
and David Harris and staff of the 
Bridgend & The Vale NFU Mutual 
provided welcome new sponsorship. 

Organised, as usual, by Cowbridge 
Chamber of Trade, the parade has 
become a major attraction in the run¬ 
up to Christmas. 

An NFU Mutual spokeswoman 
said: “In the spring, the chamber of 
trade issued a statement in the local 
press saying that, unless they found a 
new main sponsor, the event could no 
longer go ahead. 

“Local businesses were all asked to 
see if they could help and Julian and 
Dave decided that, as their business 
was still part of the local community, 
despite the move to the newer office 
in Bridgend, then this was an event 
that they should look at supporting.” 

She continued: “The NFU Mutual 
exhibition unit arrived from Stratford, 
the agency marquee was set up, and 
the staff all played their part in blow¬ 
ing up nearly 1,500 helium NFU 
Mutual balloons. 

“We truly painted the town yellow 
with these, the whirly windmills, and 
the large NFU Mutual banners placed 
all around town. 

“Julian, Nathan and Kathryn 
dressed as elves and handed out bal¬ 
loons, along with other members of 


staff. Sweets were handed out to chil¬ 
dren, and hot mulled wine was given 
out all day- everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed the day, even though they 
were exhausted at the end of it. 

“The main parade through 
Cowbridge with Father Christmas in 
his sleigh, was pulled by six reindeer 
and two babies this year, and was led 
by senior Elf Julian on his quad. 

“Businesses in Cowbridge have 
been very appreciative about the 
effort put in, and about how their 
presence had enhanced the day.” 



‘The Welsh NHS cuts 
are down to funding’ 


I N his GEM col¬ 
umn of December 
6, there was yet 
another attack on the 
Welsh NHS by Vale 
MPAlun Cairns. 

This time it’s ambu¬ 
lance response times and 
his favourite target, 
Welsh NHS spending 
cuts. Response times are 
bad and something must 
be done. 

I have written to my 
Assembly member and 
asked what action is 
being taken and stressed 
that we have waited long 
enough for improvement 
to this service. 

Mr Cairns writes that 


READER’S VIEW 

health spending in 
England is going up year 
on year: It’s not. Treasury 
data says health spending 
in England was lower in 
2011-2012 than 2009- 
2010 . 

He says the Welsh 
Government plans to cut 
NHS spending by 8.4 
percent by 2015. 

He of course, fails to 
mention the cut is needed 
because the UK 
Government has cut 
Welsh funding by over 
40 percent. 

The Assembly, faced 
with this savage cut to 
the amount of money it 


receives, has to makev- 
ery difficult choices. It’s 
UK Government policy 
to cut public spending, so 
why is he attacking the 
Welsh Government for 
trying to spread the cuts 
evenly? 

The Conservatives 
blame everybody else; 
it’s never their fault. 

The next time he 
writes attacking Welsh 
NHS spending cuts I 
hope he remembers to 
mention the huge cut in 
funding, and not just the 
bits that suit his argu¬ 
ment. 

G Smith, 
Llantwit Major 
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The challenge we face 
to protect our disabled 


T hroughout the 
year, there are 
many impor¬ 
tant days in the 
Assembly calendar 
when we acknowl¬ 
edge the lives and 
contribution of dif¬ 
ferent groups of peo¬ 
ple in our society. 

November 30, was 
Carers’ Rights Day and 
I was pleased to meet 
with Julia Preece from 
the Cardiff and Vale 
Carers’ Centre, to 
receive a book produced 
by a local carer, Sol 
Jorgensen, about her life 
as a carer for her son 
Seth. 

The book also includ¬ 
ed the ‘Christmas wish¬ 
es’ of many other carers 
who came to the Senedd 
last year for Carers’ 

Day. 

They shared many 
moving accounts of 
their lives, and high¬ 
lighted the need for 
action from government 
at all levels. 

We later celebrated 
the International Day 
for Disabled People in 
the Pierhead Building in 
Cardiff Bay, with the 
launch ofafdm called 
‘The Story at 40’ as part 
of the 40th anniversary 
of Disability Wales. 

This organisation has 
a strong record champi¬ 
oning the rights of dis¬ 
abled people across 
Wales - ‘breaking down 
the barriers, past, pres¬ 


ent and future.’ 

‘The Story at 40’ is 
an oral history film 
funded by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, which 
captures the experiences 
and memories of dis¬ 
abled people born in 
1972 and living in 
Wales. 

The project reflects 
changing policy and 
attitudes towards dis¬ 
abled people over the 
past 40 years. 

Disabled volunteers 
of all ages from across 
Wales took part in the 
production of the film, 
giving their experiences 
of disability from a wide 
range of life circum¬ 
stances. 

Discrimination 

The film is remark¬ 
able and can be 
accessed via the 
Disability Wales web¬ 
site. Sara, who is deaf, 
said her life had been 
transformed by the 
introduction of sub-titles 
on television. 

April suffered dis¬ 
crimination from teach¬ 
ers during her school 
years because of the 
way she looked. 

Ian became disabled 
as a result of multiple 
sclerosis as an adult, and 
he talks in the film 
about the attitudes of 
friends and family. 

David was in a car 
accident as a young 
child, and he tells his 
story about living inde¬ 
pendently and finding 


(SPIRIT 



by Vale AM 

JANE 

HUTT 

(Minister for 
Finance and 
Leader of the 
House) 


employment. 

In tire extracts from 
the film that I saw on 
Monday, I realised how 
much things have 
changed for the better, 
but recognised that there 
are still examples of dis¬ 
crimination, harassment 
and even hate crime 
towards disabled people 
which we need to tackle. 

We adopted the social 
model of disability in 
the Assembly and that 
means we need to look 
at the way we put up 
barriers which create 
problems for disabled 
people. 


We can make changes 
to lift those barriers. 
Disability 

Discrimination legisla¬ 
tion has been vitally 
important and we are 
now consulting on a 
Framework for Action 
on Independent Living 
which sets out what 
more we need to do in 
the Welsh Government 
to support disabled peo¬ 
ple to lead independent 
lives - looking at trans¬ 
port, housing, access to 
building and places. 

I look forward to see¬ 
ing the outcome of the 
consultation. 

We cannot be com¬ 
placent about the lives 
and experiences of dis¬ 
abled people. There is 
much to celebrate and 
much to change as well. 

In the report pro¬ 
duced by Disability 
Wales to celebrate their 
40th anniversary, there 
are some strong mes¬ 
sages. 

Rhian Davies points 
to a successful cam¬ 
paign following the 
Welsh Government con¬ 
sultation on Blue 
Badges. 

She says that there 
were fears that charges 
for badges might 
increase but Disability 
Wales strongly opposed 
this and the Welsh 
Government decided to 
stop charging altogether. 

She said: “Given the 
financially challenging 
times facing many dis- 


THEATRE-GOERS RAISED 
£568 FOR LOCAL CHARITIES 



ABOVE: 

Cast members show off the cheque raised by generous theatre-goers. 


GENEROUS families enjoying the 
Sleeping Beauty pantomime at the Grand 
Pavilion Theatre, Porthcawl, on Sunday, 
December 9, have raised an impressive 
£568.85 for local charities. 

Mayor of Bridgend County Borough, Conn 
Marlene Thomas, and Mayor of Porthcawl 
Town, Conn Alana Davies attended the per¬ 
formance, along with the charity representa¬ 
tives. 

Bucket collections were held at the end of the 
performance in aid of Breast Cancer Care at the 
Princess of Wales Hospital, Bridgend County 


Riding for the Disabled, Emmaus South Wales, 
Healing the Wounds, Marie Curie Cancer Care, 
Porthcawl Counselling Service, RNLI and The 
Stroke Association Bridgend. 

Guests and families were treated to a sold-out 
performance at the opening weekend of 
Sleeping Beauty, with characters such as Nurse 
Nanny Nora, King Bumhle and Belle, acting out 
the much-loved enchanted tale. 

This year’s panto runs until Monday, 
December 31 


abled people, this was 
welcome news.” 

She also draws our 
attention to concerns 
about the impact of the 
UK Government’s wel¬ 
fare reforms on disabled 
people. 

Concerns include the 
replacement of disability 
living allowance with 
the personal independ¬ 
ence payments, the clo¬ 
sure of the independent 
living fund to new 
applicants, as well as 
changes to housing ben¬ 
efits. 

Detrimental 

Disability Wales says 
these non-devolved UK 
Government changes 
will be detrimental to 
disabled people’s oppor¬ 
tunities to maintain 
independence and fully 
participate in society. 

We were mindful of 
this when we debated 
the budget for next year 
in the Senedd. 

Despite a £2.1 billion 
cut and over 40 per cent 
cut to our capital budg¬ 
et, we are determined to 
stand up for the people 
of Wales and boost the 
economy to support 
growth and jobs. 

This will support all 
our people and commu¬ 
nities, including carers, 
disabled people and our 
young people. 



At the concert were members of Holton Primary School, Barry, 
Llangewydd Junior School, Bridgend, Deputy Mayor of Bridgend and 
his consort, headteachers Mr Gilbert and Mrs Davies, Coun Huw David, 
Mari Major and Jane Hutt AM. 


Schools link 
up for concert 
at Ewenny 


ON December 6, Holton 
Primary School from Barry 
teamed up with Bridgend’s 
Llangewydd Junior School to 
perform a concert of 
Christmas carols and songs 
to an enthusiastic audience of 
parents, friends and Ewenny 
Priory supporters. 

It was introduced by Mari Major 
from Ewenny Priory Arts Festival 
and Jane Hutt AM, hosted the 
evening, introducing the schools 
and praising the young people for 
their talent and enthusiasm. 

The concert was also attended 
by the deputy Mayor and consort 


of Bridgend County Borough 
Council, Coun and Mrs James 
and Huw David, cabinet member 
for Bridgend CBC. 

Jane Hutt AM said: “It was a 
pleasure to host this concert at 
Ewenny Priory providing a great 
opportunity for the pupils of 
Holton Primary School from 
Barry and Llangewydd Junior 
School from Bridgend to team up 
and work together, showing their 
skills with great enthusiasm and 
enjoyment. 

“It was an outstanding concert 
in a beautiful setting.''^ 


Wm 

~ Traditional dining ~ 
with a contemporary twist 

We look forward to welcoming you. 

We ore open Christmas Eve 
Monday, 24th December 
Lunchtime & Evening Dining 

The perfect venue if you have guests 
or just wish to celebrate Christmas. 

2 Courses from only £15 

Celebrate New Years Eve 
Lumchtime & Evening Dining 

Lunchtimes - 2 courses for £10 
includes 175ml glass of house wine 
or a soft drink 

Evening Dininq 
2 Courses from £15 

Visit the website for our new menus 
and latest updates: 

www.thediningroombarry.co.uk 

1 -8 Station Approach Road, Barry Island CF62 5TH 

Tel; 01446 749355 
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Campaigner (and MP) help 
Olympic gold medallist 
launch cardiac campaign 


SIAN REGAN, from 
Dinas Powys and a cam¬ 
paigner for Cardiac Risk 
in the Young (CRY), trav¬ 
elled to Westminster to 
help double Olympic gold 
medallist Andrew Triggs 
Hodge launch a new cam¬ 
paign. 

Ms Regan also invited Vale 
MP Alun Cairns to the high pro¬ 
file CRY reception to campaign 
for screening for the disease. 

Her brother, Gareth, died trag¬ 
ically five years ago during his 
sleep, having not shown any 
heart problem symptoms previ¬ 
ously. 

Mr Cairns was told of the lack 
of expert support available for 
the hundreds of people across the 
UK who suffer the devastating 
experience of suddenly losing a 
sibling at a young age from an 
undiagnosed heart defect. 

During the evening, CRY 
unveiled a new resource for 
bereaved young people, a copy 
of which was presented to the 
Vale MP. 

The new book. Sibling Grief, 
features 10 personal ‘essays’ 
from men and women who 
recount their experience of sud¬ 
denly losing a sibling like Sian 
did. 

Every week in the UK, 12 
people aged 35 or under die sud¬ 
denly from a previously undiag¬ 
nosed heart condition. 

Some 80 per cent of these 
show no signs or symptoms, and 
so the only way to detect a 
potentially sinister cardiac abnor¬ 
mality is by having a CRY 
screening test. 

CRY regularly holds specialist 
bereavement support days across 
the UK for families who have 
been affected by young sudden 
cardiac death - although those 



ABOVE: 

Dinas Powys’ Sian Regan joins double Olympic gold 
medallist Andrew Triggs Hodge and Vale MP 
Alun Cairns at the launch of the new 
CRY (Cardiac Risk in the Young) campaign in 
Westminster calling for screening for the disease. 
seeking support have usually 
been the parents, particularly 
mums. 


Alun Cairns commented: “I 
would like to congratulate the 
charity for the work it continues 
to do in supporting families who 
have been so tragically affected 
by young, sudden cardiac death. 

“I was particularly touched by 


Sian’s story of her brother’s sud¬ 
den death in his sleep when he 
was aged just 21. 

“I admire the way she has 
dealt with her grief, and her 
strength of character is shown in 
her commitment to train as a 
bereavement supporter for CRY.” 

If you’d like to find out more 
about CRY, visit: ww.c. ry.org.uk. 


Christmas inspiration ... 

Anita’s at Little Lambs Boutique, owned by 
Elizabeth Denton, is an established baby and 
childrenswear shop located in Bridgend town 
centre, catering from birth to 12 years old. 

Customers include expectant mums looking 
for prams, clothes and nursery products and 
those looking for gifts or a special outfit. 

You’ll find designer ranges including Emile et 
Rose, Sarah Louise, Little Darlings, Pretty 
Originals, Kate Mack, Pom Pom, O’Neill, Lelli 
Kelly and many more. 

There is also a large selection of special 
occasion wear for weddings and christenings - 
Just in a range of prams from Eichorn. 


Anita 5 •• Little {jorntys Boutique 

“Specialist Baby and Childrenswear 
shop located in Bridgend Town Centre ’ 


• Clothing: 

0 to 12 years 

• Christening 
Wear 

• Nursery Goods 

• Personalised 
Gifts 

• Special 
Occasion Wear 




Gift Vouchers: Always a popular choice! 

24 Dunraven Place, Bridgend CF31 IDL 

01656 654886 

WWW. littlelambs-boutique, co. uk 


How to avoid 
a nightmare 
at Christmas 



ABOVE: ACC Julian Kirby launches 
the Christmas campaign at South Wales 
Police headquarters in Bridgend 
South Wales Police and the Gwent force are 
working together to encourage people to ‘stay 
safe’ over the Christmas and New Year period. 

As part of the ‘Don’t Have a Nightmare This 
Christmas!’ campaign, crime prevention messages 
will be delivered to local communities based around 
images produced in the style of film posters. 

They focus on a range of themes, including vehi¬ 
cle crime (damage to and theft from vehicles), bur¬ 
glary, theft of personal belongings, personal safety 
and alcohol related violence. A campaign website, 
www.donthaveanightmare.org.uk provides handy 
crime prevention tips for the festive season. 


SUPPORT VELINDRE 

A fundraising coffee morning in aid of Velindre 
Hospital, will be held this Saturday, December 
15 from 10am at the Methodist Church, Mount 
Road, Dinas Powys Isabelle’s Coffee Morning 
has been organised by a resident who is deter¬ 
mined to help support the work of the cancer 
hospital. 



John and Ann Hodgson, Michael Trickey, Jane Hutt AM, president Pam, Maxine, 
the Mayoress, Jodie and the Mayor of the Vale, Coun Eric Hacker. 

Pam’s regional role as 
Soroptimist president 


AT the recent Federation 
Conference of Soroptimist 
International of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Pam 
Allinson of Barry, was 
inaugurated as regional 
president of Soroptimist 
International Wales South. 

This annual conference, which 
includes representatives from 352 
clubs in 27 countries as far apart 
as the Caribbean, South Africa 
and India, was held in Belfast and 
the impressive Change of Insignia 
ceremony took place in the mag¬ 
nificent new Titanic Centre. 

Since joining the Barry and 
District Club in 1999, Pam has 
been an extremely active 
Soroptimist at both club and 
regional level, and was club pres¬ 
ident in 2004. 

Having originally trained as a 
secretary, Pam later re-trained as 
a primary school teacher and, 
when her two daughters were 
small, she studied for an Open 
University Honours Degree. 

Before taking early retirement 


in 2004, Pam had a successful 
career teaching in mainstream 
primary schools with an interest 
in special needs. 

Lor those members of Wales 
South who could not attend the 
conference, a celebratory lunch¬ 
eon was held in the Luture Inn, 
Cardiff, with more than 100 
members attending, representing 
the 20 clubs from Haverfordwest 
in the west to Newport in the east. 

Although there were formal 
speeches from Coun Eric Hacker, 
the Mayor of the Vale of 
Glamorgan, Ann Hodgson, the 
director of Organisational 
Development SIGBI, Barry club 
member and Assembly Member, 
Jane Hutt, as well as Pam herself, 
it was an extremely relaxed occa¬ 
sion. 

Guests also enjoyed thel 
singing of The Nightingales, a 
group of young opera singers who 
met while students at the Welsh 
College of Music and Drama. 

Pam was delighted that her two 
daughters, Jodie and Maxine, 
were able to join her and to learn 



Regional president Pam, 
Eederation president Pat 
Black and Ann Hodgson, 
director of organisational 
development SIGBI at the 
recreated Titanic staircase. 

of some of the amazing work this 
organisation undertakes, and to 
meet some of the women, who, 
through their commitment and 
hard work, help improve the lives 
of women and children both at 
home and abroad. CSD 


• Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 
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PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurhished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 

r DISCOUNTS FOR THE OVERIos" “ “ JvSiS'i 

I on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Please ask in-store for details) I 

Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & snowroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


ft 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes oniy. 


* TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 
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Cats Protection’s record Christmas fayre 



PHOTOGRAPHS by 
MANDY THOMAS 

(www.mandythomasphotography.co. uk) 

THE Cats Protection Centre in 
Bryncethin held its Christmas Fayre last 
Saturday (December 8) and supporters 
turned out in force and set a new 
fundraising record! 

The centre manager Sue Dobbs told The GEM: 
“We had a great turn out from members of the pub¬ 
lic, with Coun Jeff Tildesley and Suzy Davies AM 
coming along to support the event. 

“Father Christmas and his helpers made a guest 
appearance, to the delight of the children visiting the 
centre, and other attractions proved very popular, 
with more than £2,000 being raised on the day mak¬ 
ing it our most successful Christmas fayre to date.” 

She continued: “A total of 10 cats and kittens 
found their ‘forever homes’ with many prospective 
adopters promising to return in the near future. 

“The event wouldn’t have been possible without 
the generosity and support of local businesses, mem¬ 
bers of the public and volunteers whose continued 
support is appreciated by cats and staff alike!” 



ABOVE: Overwhelmed by cuddly toys! ABOVE: Children enjoyed the face painting. The young ones were able to see Santa. 


Seasons 
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ORDER FROM OUR 
NEW WEBSITE 
TODAY! 


K% 


PROBABLY WALES' LARGEST 

CHRISTMAS STORE 


J : -1 

T '•*>' 

f ? ^ 







PUniNG THE MAGIC BACK 
INTO CHRISTMAS 
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THE ‘TWO DAVIES’ ARE 
HONOURED IN TV AWARDS 



ABOVE: 
Aled Sion Davies. 


COLLEAGUES at 
Cardiff 
Metropolitan 
University have con¬ 
gratulated athletes 
Aled Sion Davies 
and Lynn Davies on 
being recognised in 
the BBC Cymru 
Wales 
Personality 
Year 2012. 

Aled (21) 
two medals 
London 
Paralympics, 
gold in the F42 discus 
and bronze in the 


Sports 
of the 

claimed 
at the 
2012 
winning 


F42/44 shot putt. 

Following a break 
from his studies to con¬ 
centrate on his training, 
Bridgend-born Aled 
returned to Cardiff Met 
in September to contin¬ 
ue working towards a 
BSc in sport manage¬ 
ment. 

Nanty mod’s Lynn 
Davies, aged 70, won 
Olympic long jump gold 
in 1964 and went on to 
set a British record 
8.23m which stood for 
more than 30 years. 

A Cardiff Met hon¬ 
orary fellow, he was 
given a Lifetime 


Achievement award at 
the BBC event. 

Speaking on behalf of 
the university, the dean 
of Cardiff School of 
Sport, Dave Cobner, 
said: “It’s an honour to 
have one of our students 
saluted as one of the 
nation’s sports personal¬ 
ities of the year. Aled 
fully deserves such 
recognition. 

“We congratulate all 
those shortlisted espe¬ 
cially the winner. Jade 
Jones. 

“Lynn has had a long 
association with this 
university and it’s a fit¬ 


Porthcawl Rotary Club^s 
Christmas Cavalcade 

PORTHCAWL Rotary Club is continuing its festive tradition of the 
‘Christmas Cavalcade’ - and Santa’s sleigh made its first appearance of the 
year yesterday evening (Wednesday, Decemberl2). 

Father and Mother Christmas, with their sleigh and reindeer, will visit the follow¬ 
ing areas of Porthcawl between 5.15pm and 8.45pm. 


Thursday, December 13. 

Long Acre Drive (far end) 

St. John’s Drive 
Anglesey Way 
Sandpiper Road 
Sker Walk 
West Park Drive 
Rockfields 

Glynstell Road (approx 7pm) 

West End Avenue 

West Park Drive 

Sandpiper Road 

Curlew Road 

Pintail Close 

Kittiwake Close 


Monday, December 17. 

Bryneglwys Gardens 
Nicholls Avenue 
Aldenham Road 
Bridgend Road 
Manor Grove 
Birch Walk (approx 7pm) 
Beech Grove 
Laburnham Drive 
Larch Close 
The Burrows 
The Firs 
Oak Tree Drive 
Juniper Close 
Rowan Drive 


Tuesday, December 18. 

Brian Crescent 

Kings Hill 

Nicholls Avenue 

Heol Fair 

Georgian Close 

Orchard Park (approx 7pm) 

The Mercies 

Pant Morfa 

Cilparc Junction 

Meadow Lane 

Bottom of St Davids Way 

Newton Nottage Road 

Austin Avenue 

Linden Way 


ting tribute to see him 
honoured by the nation. 

“We have fantastic 
sports facilities on cam¬ 
pus and a great sporting 
heritage, which was fur¬ 
ther strengthened this 
summer by the perform¬ 
ances of Aled and fellow 
Cardiff Met 

Paralympians such as 
Nathan Stephens and 
Stephen Thomas.” 

Before London 2012 
began, Cardiff Met 
played a key role, with 
athletes from five teams 
taking advantage of 
training facilities at the 
university’s National 
Indoor Athletics Centre. 

Cardiff Met 

Olympics athletes 
included gold medal 
rower Helen Glover, 
hurdler Dai Greene, 
800m runner Gareth 
Warburton, discus 
thrower Brett Morse and 
basketball players Rose 
Anderson, Stef Collins 
and Jenaya Wade-Fray. 

The BBC Cymru 
Wales Sports 

Personality of the Year 
2012 event took place at 
Cardiff’s Millennium 
Stadium on Monday, 
December 10. 

Those shortlisted 
were Gareth Bale, 
Leanda Cave, Nathan 
Cleverly, Mark 

Colbourne, Aled Sion 
Davies, Tom James, 
Jade Jones, Dan 
Lydiate, Josie Pearson 
and Geraint Thomas. 


Festive weekend at 
Bryngarw showcases 
Victorian Christmas 


THERE will be a 
special festive event 
this weekend at a 
Bridgend country 
park. 

Bryngarw House and 
Country Park, Bridgend 
is welcoming story¬ 
tellers to a ‘Victorian 
Christmas’ this weekend 
(December 15/16). 

Sharing tales about 
Christmas from a 
bygone era, the story¬ 
tellers will also be bring¬ 
ing along Victorian toys 
that children would have 
received as presents. 

Actors will be playing 
the roles of two 
Victorian Bryngarw 
House servants prepar¬ 
ing for Christmas. They 
will tell visitors how the 
house would have been 
decorated at that time. 

Visitors will also dis¬ 
cover which foods were 
eaten by the rich and 
poor at Christmas, why 
the race to bring in the 
holly and ivy was so 
important, and why it 
was a good idea to join a 
goose club - but a bad 
idea to stir the pudding 
the wrong way! 

Also, there will be 
Christmas legends and 
even a few ghost stories! 

The storytelling will 
take place over both 
days of the event, with 
each tale lasting approx¬ 
imately 15 minutes. 
Between stories, visitors 
will be able to see the 



ABOVE: A Victorian servant talks 
about life in a country house. 


characters wandering 
around the house and 
park. 

Taking place between 
11am and 5pm on 
Saturday and Sunday, 
this year’s event will 
also have a Christmas 
market, accompanied by 
a variety of old-fash¬ 
ioned rides and stalls, 
festive music and chil¬ 
dren’s entertainers for 
the whole family to 
enjoy. 

The star of the show 
will be Father 
Christmas, who will be 
welcoming visitors to 
his Bryngarw grotto. 

The weekend will end 
with a traditional 
evening of carol singing 
on the Bryngarw House 
lawn at 7.30pm on 


Sunday. 

A spokesman said: 
“Enjoy a complimentary 
mince pie and glass of 
mulled wine as the brass 
band takes you through 
all the festive 
favourites.” 

Admission and car 
parking for the event are 
free all weekend but 
charges for rides, stalls, 
food and drink are appli¬ 
cable. All children must 
be accompanied by a 
responsible adult at all 
times. 

Due to this being an 
outdoor event it is 
weather dependent, so 
visitors are advised to 
contact Bryngarw House 
on 01656 729009 prior 
if in doubt over the 
weather. 
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Half price 


Smoked salmon 400g 

£13:^ £6.99 


Bredon Cuvee Jean Louis Brut 75cl 

£29:^ £14.99 


Waitrose orange juice 1.75L 

£2r57£1.26 
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MP hands cheque for Bridgend 
Foodbank and issues an appeal... 


‘Please help the 
needy in Bridgend’ 



ABOVE: The Bridgend MP hands over her cheque to the Foodbank. 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon 
dropped in on 
Bridgend Foodbank 
with another 
cheque, earned by 
completing parlia¬ 
mentary surveys. 

She commented: 

“With this cold weath¬ 
er it is essential that 
people in need get 
help. The hig super¬ 
markets are now 
involved and support¬ 
ing the Foodhanks, hut 
there is always a 
request for more food 
to feed those in desper¬ 
ate need. 

“Currently, they are 
asking for: longlife 
milk, longlife orange 
juice, sugar, coffee and 
steamed puddings. If 
you can help please 
deliver it to the 
Bridgend Centre in 
Nolton Street, Bridgend.” 

If you are in need of help, food vouchers can he 
exchanged for three days’ emergency food supplies. Food 
vouchers are issued hy care professionals such as health 
visitors, social workers, domestic violence charities, CAB, 
The Wallich and Joh Centre Plus who will identify people 
in crisis. 

The Foodhank has six centres where food can he collect¬ 
ed, they are: 

Bridgend Centre: 79A Nolton St, Bridgend, CF31 3AA. 
Open Mondays, Tuesdays 10am-2pm, Friday llam-2pm. 

Cornelly Centre: Cornelly Community Church, 5 
Greenfield Terrace, Cornelly, CF33 4LW. Open Thursdays 


lpm-3pm. 

Bettws Centre: Saint David’s Church, Bettws Road, 
Bettws, CF32 SUE. Open Wednesdays 9am-11am. 

Porthcawl Centre: Griffin Park Community Centre, 
Griffin Park, Porthcawl. Open Friday 10am-12 noon. 

Pontycymmer Centre: Tabernacle Chapel, Meadow 
Street, Pontycymmer, CF32 8HG. Open Friday llam-2pm. 

Maesteg Centre: Penuel Evangelical Church, Station 
Street, Maesteg, CE34 9AL. Open Eriday llam-3pm. 

The Eoodhank is run in partnership with the local 
churches. If you can help with donating food or volunteer¬ 
ing, you can contact them at 79 Nolton Street, Bridgend 
CE31 3AA, telephone 01656 858713, 
hridgendfoodbank @ aol.co.uk. 


KPC thanks supporters 

Youth centre has a 
Christmas message 


THE local charity, KPC 
Youth, is thanking its support¬ 
ers for their support over the 
last year, and is inviting them 
to an event next week. 

KPC’s pre-Christmas highlight is 
on Monday, December 17 - at Pyle 
RFC, with entertainment from 6.30 
pm from the centre’s ‘Rock School’ 
members, dance group and also Pil 
Primary School Choir (doors open 
6pm). 

At the event, the Christmas raffle 
will be drawn, and this will be fol¬ 
lowed by a buffet. All are welcome. 

The centre manager, Alison 
Mawby, reflected on the past year 
when she told The GEM: “KPC Youth 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone who has supported 
them during 2012. 

“Thanks as always go to everyone 
who has attended our events, brought 
raffle tickets, put money into the col¬ 
lection boxes in various business 
premises in our area, or donated to our 
used postage stamps, old toners, or 
clothes collections. 

“Thanks also to those who support 
us on a monthly basis and through 
local fundraising events of their own - 
including the Porthcawl Lions, 
Cornelly Arms, Diageo Retirement 
Association, Rotary Club of Porthcawl 
to name but a few. 

“We would also like to pass on our 
thanks and appreciation for any gifts 


in kind that have been made through¬ 
out the year.” 

She said that 2012 had not been a 
settled period for KPC Youth, as a 
result of funding uncertainties, and the 
project was currently funding part of 
its provision through cash reserves 
that had been built up for times such as 
this. 

She said: “We were successful in 
gaining outline planning permission to 
help us develop our project in the 
future, but we are a long way off 
securing enough funding to replace 
the worn out temporary building 
which is the hub of our centre. 

“We are still working on develop¬ 
ment plans to become more of a com¬ 
munity facility in the future, which we 
hope will see us working, not just with 
young people but their families and 
the wider community. 

“During 2012 we had a graduate 
placement undertake a consultation to 
establish the needs of the community, 
to find out where the community sees 
KPC and to give us a better insight 
into our future direction. We hope to 
build on the findings of his report dur¬ 
ing 2013.” 

She continued: “We really want to 
ensure the continuity of our project for 
the benefit of our young people and 
our community. 

“The support has been really appre¬ 
ciated and we would like to wish you 
all a very Happy Christmas and offer 
best wishes for 2013.” 


First Minister 
impressed’ by 
Y’s new HQ 


r 




LETTER TO EDITOR 


Candidate 
congratulates 
ward winner 



ABOVE: Successful candidate Lorrie Desmond- 
Williams (left) and Conservative candidate Mary 
Emment-Lewis. 


M ay I offer 
my con¬ 
gratula¬ 
tions and best 
wishes to Lorrie 
Desmond- Williams 
on winning the 
Porthcawl west cen¬ 
tral ward in the 


recent by-election. 

Thanks to all my 
friends and supporters 
for their help and good 
wishes. For me now, it 
is onward and upward 
for Inner Wheel. 

Mary Emment- 
Lewis, Conservative 
candidate. 


SHARE YOUR NEWS 
WITH THE REST OF US! 
email : 
gemeditorial 
@tindlenews.co.uk 


Minister visits new 
school to announce 
finance programes 


FINANCE 
MINISTER Jane 
Hutt has chosen to 
announce two 
important Welsh 
Government 
finance schemes on 
the site of Bridgend 
county borough’s 
new ‘gateway to the 
valleys’ school. 

The Minister visited 
the site of Coleg 
Cymunedol Y Dderwen 
to announce half a bil¬ 
lion pounds of addi¬ 
tional infrastructure 
investment for Wales, 
as well as an extension 
to the Local 
Government Borrowing 
Initiative to the 21st 
century schools pro¬ 
gramme. 

Funded through the 
Welsh Government’s 
school building transi¬ 
tional fund and the 
council’s own capital 
programme, the new 
£34m school is current¬ 
ly being constructed in 
Tondu and will eventu¬ 
ally replace the former 
Ogmore and 

Ynysawdre comprehen- 
sives. 

It will have 1,570 
pupils aged between 11 
and 18 and will act as a 


community hub, giving 
residents access to a 
wide range of new 
resources. 

The Minister was 
given a tour of the site 
which has already been 
granted a five-star 
‘outstanding ’ rating 
from sustainable build¬ 
ing specialists 

BREEAM. 

The Bridgend 

County Borough 
Council Leader, Coun 
Mel Nott, said: “The 
fact that the Minister 
chose Bridgend county 
borough to make this 
important announce¬ 
ment is credit to our 
ongoing school mod¬ 
ernisation programme, 
which is delivering 
first-class educational 
facilities for children 
throughout the county 
borough. 

“We are extremely 
proud of this new 
school; it’s already 
tipped to be recognised 
as one of the finest, 
most sustainable school 
buildings in the UK 
when it opens next year. 

“The Minister 
enjoyed her tour of the 
building and I’m look¬ 
ing forward to the day 
we can show the whole 
community what a fan¬ 


tastic facility it is. ’’ 

Jane Hutt said: “I 
visited Y Dderwen a 
year ago when they 
were just preparing the 
site, so I was delighted 
to come back to see the 
work that has taken 
place. 

“The facilities that 
are being developed 
there are first class and 
really will result in 
pupils learning in the 
best possible environ¬ 
ment. 

“This project 
reflects the ongoing 
commitment of the 
Welsh Government to 
investment in schools 
and also represents our 
commitment to the 
wider community, pro¬ 
viding support for the 
construction industry 
and local supply 
chains. 

“We have provided 
£29.3m towards Y 
Dderwen so it was 
great to hear that 12 
apprentices have been 
working on the site and 
are getting the opportu¬ 
nity to develop their 
skills. 

“I look forward to 
coming back to see the 
school when it opens to 
pupils in September 
2013.” 



FIRST Minister Carwyn Jones, AM for Bridgend, recent¬ 
ly visited Porthcawl Y, the newly-redeveloped YMCA. 

Mr Jones said: “I was delighted to accept an invitation from 
the Porthcawl Y to have a guided tour of their fantastic new 
facilities at their building in John Street. 

“The recent half a million pound transformation of the centre 
has provided a fully accessible, state of the art venue for a wide 
range of community activities and services, benefiting people of 
all ages across Porthcawl.” 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY NATASHA HIRST. 
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News in and out of class at St Cyres School 


Youth Speaks 
ST CYRES School, Penarth, 
recently won this year’s local 
Youth Speaks Competition, an 
annual event run by the 
Rotary Club that gives young 
people the opportunity to 
deliver a formal speech on a 
topical subject. 

The students work as a team of 
three, consisting of a main speaker, a 
chairperson and a proposer of thanks. 

Timings are very strict, and com¬ 
petitors are judged on how well they 
work as a team. 

This year, we had an internal heat 
before selecting the final team of 
Ellen Mahenthiralingum (speaker), 
Alex Fenwick (chair) and Chloe 
Whiteley; all year-12 pupils. 

They chose to address the question 
‘Are we addicted to celebrity cul¬ 
ture?’ 

Their presentation was relaxed, 
good-humoured and well-rehearsed, 
and was clearly a hit with the judges. 

Pitched against Stanwell School, 
who spoke about further and higher 
education funding , and Westbourne, 
who spoke about human endeavour, 
the St Cyres team had tough competi¬ 
tion, and were delighted to be chosen 
to represent the area in the next 


round. 

Thanks to Penarth Rotary Club, 
who were, as usual, so generous, 
encouraging and hospitable and to the 
staff at the Seashore Grill in Sully for 
the excellent spread! 

WJEC Awards 

WE are very proud of our two tal¬ 
ented examination pupils, who were 
asked to exhibit their work at the 
annual WJEC exhibition of GCSE 
and A level work in October. 

This is a selection of the most cre¬ 
ative and innovative work from 
throughout the country and is selected 
by visiting exam moderators. 

Emma Williams and Aisha Nasir 
had their work selected and were able 
to proudly show their examination 
work to visitors at the event, which 
was held at Sophia Gardens Swalec 
Stadium and drew praise for our 
pupils from all around the UK. 

Our congratulations also go to 
Emma, who was presented with an 
award for innovation for her GCSE 
lighting design. 

She received the award of £100 
from First Minister Carwyn Jones, 
who discussed Emma’s design with 
her at length and then spoke about the 
exciting opportunities for science and 
technology that are developing in 
Wales. 

Arkwright 
success 

BUILDING upon last 
year’s fabulous success 
when three St Cyres 
pupils received 
Arkwright awards, cur¬ 
rent year-12 pupil 
Dominic Datterro Snell 
is the latest St Cyres 
pupil to be awarded a 
coveted Arkwright 
Scholarship. 

Our warmest congrat¬ 
ulations are extended to 
him for this well- 
deserved success. 

Dominic gained an A* 
at GCSE in Systems and 
Control and his analytical 
and creative approach to 
the engineering aspect 



ABOVE: Dominic Datterro Snell is 
awarded the Arkwright Scholarship 



Christmas 
Tree World 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
9.00am til late 

Seven Varieties of 
Christmas Trees 
including . . . 
Nordmann Fir, 
Frazer Fir, 
Norway Spruce, 


Sizes from 3ft - 


Situated on the A48y between 
Bonvilston and the five mile 
lane turn off 


Orders taken in 


Also available 
Wreaths, Stands, 
Pot Grown Trees 
and Decorations 

Telephone: 

DAVID 

07S00 S1S5S4 


of the subject enabled 
him to impress a panel of 
interviewers from educa¬ 
tion and industry during 
a day-long interview 
process at Brunei 
University, London. 

Selectors are also 
interested in a pupil’s 
ability to communicate 
and lead. Dominic was 
able to use a combination 
of skills honed from his 
excellent sporting team¬ 
work, Air Cadet experi¬ 
ence and Duke of 
Edinburgh Award 
scheme to secure his 
scholarship. 

The Arkwright 
Scholarship is a prestigious award, 
which can be advantageous during 
university applications. Well done, 
Dominic; we are very proud of you. 

New school building 

PUPILS and staff at St Cyres are 
excited at the prospect of our new 
school building, due to open in 
2014. 

The huge diggers and earth-movers 
working apace on our old playing 
fields are a daily reminder of the fan¬ 
tastic facilities we will soon be enjoy¬ 
ing. 

However, we are not waiting until 
2014 to make the most of the educa¬ 
tional opportunities the new build has 
to offer. 

Distinguished guests, including 
Jane Hutt, AM, visited us last month 
for the official turf-cutting ceremony. 

Pupils from St Cyres and the other 
schools which will benefit from the 
building of two new schools were 
present for the ceremony. 

Leadbitter, the company managing 



the new build, recently invited several 
members of the St Cyres Eco Club to 
help with the relocation of oak trees. 

Year-7 members of the club moved 
the trees from a site which is to 
become the entrance to the new 
school. 

The Eco Club realise the impor¬ 
tance of this activity, as it ensures the 
oak saplings’ survival. Pupils learnt 
that oak trees can live for 600 years 
and they are looking forward to 
watching the saplings grow during 
their time in St Cyres. 

The pupils dug up a total of 57 oak 
saplings and these are going to be 
stored in a local nursery until the new 
build is complete, and then the trees 
will be replanted. 

Over the next two years, pupils will 
be enjoying many opportunities 
afforded by the building of the new 
school, including developing work- 
related skills on the actual building 
site and visiting the site for many cur¬ 
riculum-related activities. 

SB 


The Eco Club move trees. 



Emma Williams shows Eirst Minister 
Carwyn Jones her lighting design. 


GEM papergirl at 02 Arena 


GEM papergirl Carrianne Rogers 
(17), from Barry, has beaten off 
thousands of other unsigned 
musicians to win a place in the 
grand final of the Open Mic UK 
singing competition at London’s 
02 Arena. 

Carrianne sang at the regional final in 
the Sub 89 venue in Reading on 
December 2, alongside Barry-based Back 
To November, who were featured in last 
week’s GEM, where she performed her 
version of Alannah Myles’ ‘Black Velvet’ . 

Her family and friends had hired a 
minibus to support her in Reading.. 

She impressed the judges, who said she 
had “a great voice”, and won the last 
place in the grand final on Saturday, 
January 19. 

Carrianne had tears of joy when it was 
announced that she had the made the final/ 

She is a member of Superstars in the 
Making, and director 
Christian Bullen said: 

“Carrianne always had 
a special musical talent 
from when I first met 
her, when she was 10. 
have witnessed her 
develop into a unique 
artist who has really 
found her own style. I 
wish her the very best 
at the London final.” 

Carrianne has a very 
busy time ahead of her. 

Besides practising ready 
for the 02 performance. 

She will be appearing at 
Andy Johnson’s 
acoustic evening on 
Saturday, December 15, 
in the Wyndham Club 
from 7pm. 

She is also support¬ 
ing the Rhondda band 
Blackbyrd, along with 
her guitarist Brandon 
Rees, on Friday, 

December 28, in the 
Rhondda Hotel. 

Standing tickets for 
the 02 are priced at 
£15 each and will be 
available at both gigs. 

Kay Rogers 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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EASONS 


Plan your 2013 Marketing HOW-through the Christinas break. 
Get it right first time - use your money wiseiy and 
put thought into promoting your company. 



Greetings | 


Sharon & Andrew Staples of ^ 

Bonny Tiler £ \ 

Llantwit Major 

would like to say a special 
Happy Christmas to all their 
friends and customers in the Vale. 

01446 796582 / 07854168459 ®| 



from your local businesses 
^ and Xhc 

Why not place an advert in 
the GEM during 2013 
;i and see how the power of 
advertising can work for you. 

We are just a phone call or e-mail away 

call Eileen on 01446 774484 

or e-mail gem5ale5@internet-todaY,co.uk 



I GRAB 'ir PLANT HIRE Ltd 

Would like to wish all 
their customers in the 
Vale a Very Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 

101446 700535 


IGARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

sends seasons greetings 
to all their customers 

107783703366 * 01446743181 



Green Futurel 

LANDSCAPES 

Roby Jac and Chris would like 
to wish all their customersy old and \ 
neWy a Very Happy Christmas 


01446 773220 • 07828 100516 


□.WILLIAMS^ 

(Coal Haulage) Ltd 
would like to wish 
all their customers a 
Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 




01656 890624 


JBARRY & VA1£ DAIVP & TIMBB1 TREATMENT 
, Property Maintenance Co. 

/vould like to 
' wish all their 

I customers a Merry Christmas 
I and a Happy New year 

01446 420784 * 07970 642537 





WASONWISEBUliJtRS 

would like to thank all their customers 
and wish them a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year 

"S BARRY 742928 


Dave Hartley of 

plumtree 

GARDEN SERVICES 
would like to wish all his customers a 

Very Merry Christmas 

I 01446 795433 or 07904 146288 


STEVE AIREY 
^ DECORATING SERVICES I 

would like to wish all his 
^^customers a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year I 

01446795520 or 07891 768151 



Eileen and all the 
GEM staff 
would like to wish their 
customers a very Happy 
Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year 


101446 40483g 


Silvey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 

Would like to wish a Merry 
Christmas to all thier customers 


RJ.T 


PLASTERING & 
GENERAL BUILDING 


CWould like to wish all 
their customers a 
Very happy Christmas 


C.R. Jose 

Chimney Sweep 

Est. 1965 

HETAS Registered 

would like to wish all his customers 
a very Happy Christmas 

01446 792735 


OWENS 

MOTOR 


would like to wish all their customers 
a Very Merry Christmas 

01446 774870 


Staypress 

Ironing Services I 


of' ^ 

V6LE CARPETS 

would like to wish all his customers 
in the Vale a very Merry Christmas 

Tel: Paul Wright 

01446 751152/07811 092477 \ 




m 


I Sue would like to wish all her 
customers old and new a 
Very happy Christmas 

01446 719045 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
SCHOOL OF MOTORING 

Ray Neate Tel: 07974 221767 
or 01446 793 788 

Seasons greetings to all our pupils 

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE 


COMMERCIAL 
DOMESTIC 
CLEANING 
& IRONING 
SERVICES 


i Would like to wish 
all their customers a 
Merry Christmas and 07999 
a Happy New Year 257 421 



01446 735376 or 07920195775 



David, Phil & Joe of 

I DB DECORATION Ltd I 

I (Interior and Exterior Decorators) \ 
would like to wish all their customers 
in the Vale a very Merry Christmas 

StAthan 01446 750256 
Mobile: 07811 317954 


D.B. FRANCIS ud( 

would like to wish all their* 
customers in the Vale 
a Very Merry Christmas I 
FREEPHONE 0800 298 1045 H 
Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 1 2284 1 r 
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^Jingle bell jog’ on Island 
for British heart charity 


A ‘jingle bell jog’ 
will take place at 
Barry Island this 
Sunday (December 
16) to raise funds 
for the British 
Heart Foundation 
(BHF) Cymru’s 
‘Mending Broken 
Hearts’ appeal. 

Registration begins at 
10am outside the 
Dolphin Bar at Barry 
Island. The run begins 
at 11am. 

‘Heart Towns’ is a 
new initiative from the 
nation’s heart charity 
bringing communities 
together through local 
fundraising and volun¬ 
teering. 

British Heart 
Foundation raises 
awareness of heart dis¬ 
ease and offers residents 
a raft of support servic¬ 
es, including initiatives 
for schools, workplace 
health and lifestyle 
information resources. 

Jayne Lewis, BHF 
Cymru’s local fundrais¬ 
ing and volunteering 
manager, added: “We 
hope as many people as 
possible will come and 
support us. 

“This is a fun event 
for the family and you 
can walk or run around 
the route. Money raised 
will go to the BHF’s 
biggest ever fundraising 


appeal - ‘Mending 
Broken Hearts’ appeal. 

“This appeal will 
fund a ground-breaking 
research programme 
that could end suffering 
caused by severe heart 
failure - a condition 
which, at present, there 
is no cure for. We hope 
this appeal will help end 
the suffering caused and 
bring hope to many 
people and their fami¬ 
lies.” 

The entry fee is £5 
and every adult will get 
a free Santa suit - there 
is free entry for chil¬ 
dren. 

For more information 
contact Jayne Lewis on 
01554 891 500 or lewis- 
ja@bhforg.uk 
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ABOVE: Santas supporting the Island jog this Sunday include, from 
left to right: Jayne Lewis, Sarah Jones and Meredith Gardiner. 


Mayor says 
happy 96th 
birthday to 
Welsh artist 

THE Vale Mayor amazing man, he 
and Mayoress lives on his own in 
recently shared a Cardiff and has a 
96th birthday tea wealth of knowledge 
with artist Charles and stories to tell. 



Byrd. 


was a pleasure 


The Mayor said: to celebrate his 
^Charles is an birthday with him. ’ 


ABOVE: Charles Byrd, the Mayor and 
Mayoress of the Vale of Glamorgan, Tracey 
Harding, arts development officer, and Monika 
Jones of Art Central Friends. 


Campers gave a £60,000 
boost to local economy 


A camping project led 
by Creative Rural 
Communities generated 
over £60,000 worth of 
revenue for the Vale 
this year - despite the 
wettest summer for a 
century. 

More than 700 
campers pitched up 
tents during the 28-day 
coastal camping pilot 
scheme, launched by the 
Vale Council’s rural 
regeneration initiative 
at the end of 2011. 

Five local landowners 
took part in the trial, in 
July and August this 
year, to diversify their 
existing businesses and 
help raise the profile of 
camping in the rural 
Vale. 

A survey showed that 
more than 20 per cent of 
participants would not 
have visited the Vale 
had they not booked to 
stay at the ‘Perfect 
Pitch ’ campsites. 

As a result of the trial, 
one local landowner has 
already secured plan¬ 
ning consent to run a 
permanent campsite in 
Monknash. 

Glyn George, co- 
owner of the Heritage 
Coast Campsite said: 

“In these difficult eco¬ 
nomic times the Perfect 
Pitch initiative has had 
a positive impact on 
struggling rural commu¬ 
nities, creating employ¬ 
ment opportunities and 
attracting visitor spend 
in the area. ” 


Chri\tmny ui... 
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PARTY NIGHTS 
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PvnmArk • V«t Nut: CF61 * 

Only 2 minnrr: drivm Irnm CairHtH A»rfK*rt 

To Book • Call Us: 01446 710229 


Expert denture care 
by the UKs leading 
Clinical Denture 
Tochnicians 


DENTURE 

EX^LLENCE 

If you wear dentures 

then weVe got something for you to smile about 



Regain ycxir fiioc’s 
DaKira^ contours 

Look years youngor 

En|oy eaOng agart 

Sntik? Ailh contictence 


for a FREE no-obligation consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 

or visit dentureexceilenoeco uk 


DENTURE 

E)fcELLENCE 

LicaJ dtniiK UTQ 


/ 


UcaJdtfOt** caro 

•Wn* 


54-58 Nolton Street 
CF31 38P 


Konek-T 

KONEK-T....ing you to the world instantly! 


Google YoujUl 



imnup 



•aifiix 


Player ^ 




Our superfast broadband is available 
now from £ 19.96 

Free installation via Welsh Government 
grant scheme 

Call us today on 

02920 332786 or 0845 259 0343 

Ennail us on info@konektbroadband.conn 
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W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 



BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 



The Babies 

Memorial Garden 
MERTHYR DYLAN 
CEMETERY 

Now also available Cremated Remains 
Memorial Planter & Memorial Blocks on 
the EE Cremated Remains Section. 
Anyone requiring further information 
on the Memorial Placmes, please 
contact Barry Town Council on 

(01446) 738663 


W James & 
Sons: caring 
support for 
150 years 


H ere at w 

James & 
Sons, we 

have been provid¬ 
ing support and 
professional funer¬ 
al arrangements 
for over 150 years. 

We pride ourselves 
on offering a caring 
service to every cus¬ 
tomer we meet, in order 
to help them through a 
time of sorrow and emo¬ 
tional distress. 

We are an independ¬ 
ent, family run funeral 
directors based in Barry 
and we can promise you 
first class funeral servic¬ 
es and guidance whatev¬ 
er you decide. 

W James & Sons are 
available 24 hours-a- 
day, so you can feel 
secure in the knowledge 
that your loved one will 
be treated with the 
respect and dignity they 
deserve whenever they 
need it. 

Our professional 


services include: 

• Established 1860, 
member of NAFD. 

• Floral tributes. 

• Professional and 
caring service. 

• Sympathetic and 
respectful. 

• Pre-paid funeral 
plans (written details on 
request). 

• Available 24 hours. 

• Personal attention 
and support. 

• Private chapel of 
rest. 

• Service chapel for 
all denominations. 

We are approved sup¬ 
pliers of Golden Charter 
funeral plans and mem¬ 
ber of NAFD, showing 
that we are funeral 
directors that can be 
relied on to deliver the 
funeral worthy of your 
loved one. 

For advice and sup¬ 
port about our funeral 
services, call W James 
& Sons today on 01446 
710096. 


Passmores 

offer a 

sympathetic, 
efficient service 



Specialist legal 
advice from 
members of 
Solicitors for the 
Elderly serving 
Cardiff and the 
Vale of 
Glamorgan 


Wills • Powers of Attorney 
Court of Protection Deputyship 
Probate and Estate Administration 


Just call Neil Willetts orCarli Evans today 

01446 721000 

or e-mail: mail(^passmores.com 
Home and hospital visits available 

LET US BE YOUR GUIDE 


d F I 




21 Tynewydd Road, 
Barry, CF62 8HB 
www.passmores.com 


W HEN a per¬ 
son dies, 
someone, 

usually a family mem¬ 
ber, has the responsi¬ 
bility of dealing with 
that person’s estate. 

This may include 
establishing what assets 
and liabilities that per¬ 
son had and working out 
whether a ‘Grant of 
Probate’ will be needed 
to administer the estate. 
This is a daunting task 
under normal circum¬ 
stances, but for many 
people may feel a great 
deal more burdensome 
mixed with feelings of 
grief and distress. 

Usually the first thing 
to do is to establish 
whether there is a will 
in existence and to make 
a note of the fact that 
the estate is to be dis¬ 
tributed in accordance 
with that will. 

A will may be held 
with the solicitor that 
drew it up or in a safe 
custody box with a 
bank. A personal repre¬ 
sentative is usually 
appointed in the will to 
deal with the deceased 
person’s estate, also 
known as an executor. 

A Grant of Probate is 
issued by the Probate 
Registry, upon the sub¬ 
mission of certain infor¬ 
mation based on the per¬ 
son’s estate. It gives the 
personal representative 
authority to deal with 


the deceased person’s 
estate and allows them 
to access money held in 
banks, building societies 
or other investments. It 
also authorises the per¬ 
sonal representative to 
sell the deceased per¬ 
son’s home. 

Once all funds have 
been collected in and all 
commitments have been 
paid, the personal repre¬ 
sentative may distribute 
the estate to the benefi¬ 
ciaries as set out in the 
will, or if no will, then 
in accordance with the 
rules of intestacy, which 
are a set of rules setting 
out who is to benefit. 

The personal repre¬ 
sentative may also have 
to deal with the payment 
of inheritance tax if the 
estate exceeds the cur¬ 
rent threshold. Other 
responsibilities may 
include defending a 
claim against the estate, 
should this arise. 

Passmores offers a 
sympathetic and effi¬ 
cient service when deal¬ 
ing with probate and 
estate administration. 

If you live or work in 
Barry, Cardiff or the 
Vale of Glamorgan and 
would like further infor¬ 
mation, ask to speak to 
our specialist Carli 
Evans on 01446 721000 
today. 


(Subject to new conditions) 

The benefits of 
owning a cat... 

H ave you ever considered an older 
cat, instead of a kitten, as a com¬ 
panion? 

Medical research has indicated stroking a cat can 
relieve stress and lower blood pressure. 

We have a number of cats looking for loving 
homes, aged from six months to eight years old. 

Even a cat of eight years would have approxi¬ 
mately another 10 years of life, which might suit a 
much older person and give loving companionship. 

All our cats have been neutered and 
microchipped. Some are a little nervous as they are 
used to older people who might have had to give 
them up to go into homes themselves, leaving their 
companion behind. 

These would adapt to a quiet, loving home envi¬ 
ronment. 

Currently, we have an abundance of cats who are 
desperately in need of a new family, or people to 
care for them. 

For an appointment or further information, 
please telephone Maesteg Animal Welfare Society 
on 01656 721496 or 01656 769855. Please leave a 
message on our answerphone if we are unavailable. 

At the current time, we are unable to accommo¬ 
date any more cats - we are desperately in need of 
homes! 

We are now able to accept text donations. Text 
mawsll to 70070. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <fi microchipped 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now you can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 



The time to sort out 
your Will is now! 


Giving you peace of 
mind about the future 


WILL is often one of 
those things we all 
mean to ‘sort out’, but 
very often is left undone. 

Nonetheless, it is a vital document 
to have in one place - to give peace 
of mind, to ensure that the people we 
want to benefit at the time of death 
actually benefit, to bequeath a legacy 
to a friend or charity. 

Actually, making a Will is a very 
straightforward process. 

Alternatively, you may already 
have made your Will but are wonder¬ 


ing if it is still appropriate for your 
requirements. Perhaps you need to 
appoint guardians for your children, 
or you now have grandchildren, or 
you have recently benefited from a 
legacy yourself which may increase 
the value of your estate - or you may 
simply feel that your current Will no 
longer fulfils your wishes. 

For advice or assistance on any of 
these matters, please contact 
Glamorgan Law LLP at The Pavilion, 
60 Eastgate, Cowbridge, on 01446 
771742. 



Glamorgan Law LLP 


Solicitors 

Glamorgan Law 

Incorporating Larby Williams with Gwyn &Gwyn and Beech &Co lawyers. 

Richard Beech 
Pamela Haines 
Adrian Larby 

Telephone: 01446 771 742 
E-Mail: info(^glamorganlaw.co.uk 
The Pavilion, 60 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF7I 7EE 

www.glamlaw.co.uk 

Glamorgan Law LLP is authorised and regulated by the S.R.A. (537490) 


N one of us enjoy think¬ 
ing about our own 
demise, but neither do 
we want to leave our families 
a burden of cost and organi¬ 
sation, at a time when they 
will need peace to grieve. 

Taking a decision now to plan 
for your funeral and to cover its 
costs at today’s prices allows you 
to remove potential anguish for 
your family, and get on with living 
your life to the full, without having 
to worry about what happens after¬ 
wards. 

A prepaid funeral plan is a total¬ 
ly secure and cost-effective method 
of ensuring that your funeral is 
arranged and paid for with the min¬ 


imum of fuss and at no extra cost 
to your loved ones. 

It also means that any wishes 
you have for the arrangements will 
be carried out in accordance with 
your instructions. 

You can choose from a number 
of standard options to match your 
budget and preferences, and speci¬ 
fy particular requirements within 
those options. 

At any stage, we’ll be happy to 
assist you in your choice and 
answer any questions you may 
have in a sensitive manner. 

Please feel free to contact us at 
any time for further information. 
Mel & Ron Watkins Funeral 
Services is an official agent for 
Golden Charter Funeral Plans. 


© 
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14 Hour PersonaJ Assistance 


let 01656 860545 
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Legal services 
help you plan 

H ave you considered planning for 
your future? Are you looking for 
peace of mind? 

Gaskell and Walker Solicitors can help you 
achieve both these objectives with our wide range 
of legal services, tailored for clients to enjoy their 
later life. 

We specialise in ‘Lasting Powers of Attorney’ for 
financial matters and personal welfare, and we have 
a specialist mental health department, so we are 
able to advise patients, both in the community and 
in hospital, about their legal rights. 

If you have concerns about the validity of your 
will, or questions about your property title deeds 
that you need answered, we can complete a review 
for you and put your mind at rest. 

Enjoying your retirement is simpler than you 
think - contact us today on 01446 772212 
(Cowbridge) or 01656 653122 (Bridgend). 


For Wills & Probate 
Contact Mr J A Taylor 

also a full range of legal services 
including: Conveyancing - 
Residentai and Commercial 

Free written quotations on request 

Appointments available at both offices 

Tel (01656) 653122: Fax (01656) 767097 
12 Park Street, BRIDGEND, Mid Glamorgan 
Tel (01446) 772212: Fax (01446) 773921 
89 Eastgate, COWBRIDGE, Vale of Glamorgan 


Amlosgfa Llangrallo 
Coychurch Crematorium 

Tel: 01656 656605 Fax: 01656 668108 



■ A joint Local Authority Crematoriunn provided by 
Bridgend County Council, Vale of Glamorgan County 
Council and Rhondda Cynon Taff County Council. 
Serving bereaved families from any area, since 1970, 
with no out of area cremation fee surcharges applied. 
Grade 2* listed building, designed by a world famous 
architect, displaying world renowned stained glass of 
breathtaking proportion, set in beautiful grounds. Two 
impressive chapels with outstanding pipe organs. High 
tech computerised facilities for recorded music provi¬ 
sion, plus audio and video recording and webcasting. 
Providing a comprehensive range of services to the 
bereaved, catering for all religious or non-religious 
backgrounds. 

■ Working closely with families. Funeral Directors, 
Health Authorities and Voluntary Organisations, the 
Crematorium aims to meet the needs of the bereaved 
it serves with compassion, dignity and respect in a 
tranquil and sympathetic environment. 

■ At the forefront of the provision of high quality 
bereavement care, incorporating the latest advances in 
technology and memorialisation. 


Named runner up in the category of ‘Best Crematorium 
and Grounds’ in the UK’s Cemetery of the Year awards, for 
“excellence and innovation in crematorium 
management, design and customer service”. 

A Green Flag Award winner 2010,2011 and 2012, in 
recognition of a well managed, high quality facility and green space. 
Staff will be pleased to provide further information 
on the full range of services available at the 
Crematorium, upon request. 

Please address your enquiries to: 

Coychurch Crematorium, 
Coychurch, Bridgend, CF35 6AB 
WW Tel: 01656 656605 

Fax: 01656 668108 


Email: joanna.hamilton@bridgend.gov.uk 

coychurchcrematorium@bridgend.gov.uk 



CARDIFF 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SOLUTIONS 

Give your potential the 
chance to shine through 
Contact Sue Pitman HPD, DHP, MNCH (Reg) 

on 07795 964066 / 029 20654893 


Confidential free initial consultation 
with no obligation at: 

Wellfield Osteopathic Clinic, Cardiff 
Barefoot Studio, Cowbridge 
The Business Centre, Barry 

www.cardiffhypnotherapysolutions.com 


Hypnotherapy 
can help cope 
with grief 

T he loss and grief experienced 

when we lose someone we love can 
overwhelm us, leaving us in what 
seems like a black hole. 

Often, we just need time to pass for the deep sor¬ 
row to gradually lift. For some, this time just seems 
endless and life is joyless. 

Solution-focused hypnotherapy can often help 
sufferers to see light at the end of the tunnel, and 
assist the bereaved to move forward while 
acknowledging their loss. 

If you would like to know if hypnotherapy could 
help, contact Sue Pitman on 07795 964066, or: 
cardijfhypnotherapysolutions @gmail. com for a free 
initial consultation. 

Comprehensive 

service 

through probate 
process 

T he death of a family member is 
difficult, and it can be made worse 
sorting out the financial affairs of 
the deceased. 

Bridgend solicitors Anthony and Jarvie offer a 
comprehensive service guiding executors and 
administrators through the probate process to 
ensure that they comply with their legal responsi¬ 
bilities. 

We can assist with the administration of all types 
of estates, including those which raise complex 
inheritance tax issues. 

We are also happy to handle smaller estates for 
the benefit of individuals and charities. 

For further information, or to make an appoint¬ 
ment, contact Katherine Kemp at: kkemp@antho- 
nyandjarvie.co.uk, David Morrish at: 
dmorrish@anthonyandjarvie.co.uk, or telephone 
01656 652737. 


Anthony & 

of Bridgend 

For an efficient, friendly 
service, including 
Advice on all legal matters 
Residential & Commercial 
Conveyancing 
Company & Commercial 
Wills & Probate 
Family/Children 

Tel 01656 652737 

E-Mail: low® 
anthonyandjarvie 
.co.uk I 

6 Court Road, 
Bridgend CF31 IBW 


Jarvie 

Solicitors 

Est 1945 


thony 

Liarvie 

I Solicitors 


AG ADAMS & SON 
IS THERE TO GUIDE YOU 


I T is a very sad fact of life that at 
some stage we will all be affected by 
bereavement. 

When bereavement occurs, one of your first con¬ 
tacts is your local funeral director. 

For more than 100 years, staff from AG Adams 
& Son in Barry have been there to guide bereaved 
families in everything that is required to provide 
the perfect final journey for their loved ones. 

Robert, Tony and Mary live in the town, are 
friends and neighbours of people from the town, 
and therefore always wish to do the best for their 
town neighbours. 

With the assistance of Alan and Arthur, who live 
in the surrounding area, we will be there to guide 
you whenever you need us. 


A.G. Adams & Son 

Funeral Directors 


Serving the community in 
Barry and its surrounding 
areas for over 100 years 


Gladstone Road, Barry 
Tel: 01446 735128 
WWW. my loca I f u nera Id i rector. co. u k 


The true meaning of a family-run 
independent funeral director 


L YNDSAY ELLIS, 
well-known funeral 
director within 
Barry and the Vale, is 
pleased to announce and 
welcome his wife Nicola to 
the Funeral Home. 

Nicki has been in the profes¬ 
sion for the past seven years, and 
her dedication and commitment 
to bereaved families are equally 
important to her husband. 

Lyndsay said: “This is the true 
meaning to a family funeral 
director. Being part of an inde¬ 


pendent family-owned company 
with our parent company. 

Pigeons of Cardiff, and with the 
continued reputation of Barry’s 
oldest family funeral director, 
Spicketts of Barry, since 1837 is 
a privilege. 

“I am so pleased Nicki has 
chosen this career path, and our 
families can be assured that they 
will receive a personal, dignified 
service. You can say ‘my family, 
caring for your family.’ 

Nicki is fully experienced and 
has received her recognised qual¬ 
ifications in funeral arranging 


and administration, and will 
study further towards her funeral 
director’s qualification. 

Nicki explained: “I feel this 
profession is not a job but a 
vocation. Being given teh trust 
by a bereaved family to care for 
their loved ones gives me an 
extreme privilege. I will contin¬ 
ue to be there every step of the 
way with Lyndsay, and will con¬ 
tinue to provide an exceptional, 
dedicated service.” 

Treat us as family, we want to 
be there for you. 



Lyndsay Ellis @ 


The Vale Funeral /i 
^ Service 


Golden 

Chartv 

F«r»r«l 


The most 

thoughtful 

decision you 
could make 


I AT YOUR 
TIME OF * 
LOSS 

you can depend on us 


egree 


Husband and wife 
Lyndsay and . 
Nicola Ellis ^ 


* 01446 407962 

181 Court Road 
r Barry 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF63 lEX 

lyndsayellis@thevalefuneralservice.co.uk 


Prestigious fleet 
of Jaguar 
Cortege 
Vehicles 
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with Bereavements 

GEM ADVERTISEMENT EEATURE 


The most thoughtful 
decision that you 
can ever make... 


I F you have ever suffered a 

bereavement of someone close to 
you, or have been with somebody 
who has had to arrange a funeral, 
you will have an idea of the impor¬ 
tant decisions that have to be made. 





Owen E Jones & Co Ltd 

Zoar Chapel of Rest 

Zoar Avenue, Maesteg CF34 9UT 

A family run funeral business 

Directed by Hywel, Rowena 
and Gareth Watts 

Established 1890 

24 Hour Personal Service 
Pre-payment funeral plans available 

Office (01656) 733167 

(24 hours) 


n 


I Goldi*ii Chartti 


QUALITY 

MEMORIALS 

• Compassionate, Reliable Service 

• 10 Year No Quibble Guarantee 

• Fixed Price Quotations 

• Quality Memorials 
To British Standard 

New Memorials, Added Inscriptions 
Maintenance, Restorations and 
Memorial Insurance 


£150 worth of 
inscription ietters 

With all New Memorails & 
Added inscriptions over £500 


Visit John at 

South Wales Monuments Ltd 

Van Road, Caerphilly CF83 IJZ 

Tel; Free On; 0500 295581 

35 Commercial Street, Maesteg CF34 9DH 

Edwards Memorials 

1 South Street, Bridgend CF31 3ED 

Harding & Sons 

The Old Garage, Laleston, Bridgend CF32 OHG 

www.headstonesonline.com 


Not all families like 
to talk about the future, 
particularly about 
funerals, as they do not 
want to think about 
being without someone 
they love. 

One way to avoid 
these awkward conver¬ 
sations, but still have 
the arrangements car¬ 
ried out in a way to suit 
yourself, is by taking 
out a pre-payment 
funeral plan. 

At Owen E Jones & 
Co Ltd, we offer 
Golden Charter 
Funeral Plans. 

The plan allows you 
to make all the deci¬ 
sions and takes away 
any financial obliga¬ 
tions from your next of 
kin. 

Your family has the 
guidance and support 
that comes from a com¬ 
pany that has been in 
existence for 120 years, 
and in Gareth Watts, a 
funeral director with 
more then 20 years’ 
experience. 

For more informa¬ 
tion and free advice, 
contact Gareth on 
01656 733167. 


Thomas Bros 

Independent 
Funeral Directors 

► Lady in Attendance 

► Professional care assured 

COWBRIDGE 

Tel 01446 775681 



Celebrating 23 years in Barry c 
For funeral flowers and I 
tributes with special \ 
attention and care. \ 
Only a phone call away... ^ 

Tel: 01446 730609/701010 \ 

Park Crescent, Barry < 

www.florantinaflorisl.co.uk 

Find us on Facebook 


...A Helping Hand At A Difficult Time... 


Halls Memorials 

(01446 410310) 

The Old Coal Yard, Gaen Street, 
Barry CF626JZ 
www.hallsmemoriaIs.co.uk 


i 


New Memorials, Additional 
Inscriptions, Cleaning. 

Renovations & H.S.E. Works 

Mon-Fri 9.30am-5pm/Sat 9.30am-12.30pm 
...We Are Here To Help You... 
Pleased to support The Vale Funeral Service 


Park Independent Funeral 
Directors’ personal touch 


P ARK independent funeral 
directors are a family 
owned funeral directors 
based in Barry.. 

Principal David Brown has 10 years 
of experience wit hin the profession. He 
is well known within the local area and 
has worked for several national funeral 
companies. 

Some large corporations in the 1990s 
purchased many family-owned funeral 
directors, maintaining the family name, 
but not retaining the family ethos. 

David and his colleagues feel they 
can offer a more personal service to the 
local community. As family funeral 
directors. Park prides itself on its ability 
to serve and be part of that community. 

David explained: “From the initial 
first contact from a family, we guaran¬ 
tee 100 per cent continuity, personal 


attention by our staff, and we make 
sure that your loved one stays in their 
home town of Barry until the day of the 
funeral. 

“We don’t answer to senior man¬ 
agers or head offices, we answer only 
to you. We are devoted to our families, 
not profits, targets or figures”. 

“Every funeral conducted by Park 
Funeral Directors is special and unique. 
We take great pride in our facilities, 
from our funeral home to our experi¬ 
enced staff, who will help and guide 
you in aU aspects of the arrangements. 

“Under my direction. Park Funeral 
Directors will ensure that it is the fami¬ 
ly’s needs that are met and their wishes 
are paramount, as opposed to the ideas 
and influences of others. 

“We are here to help you plan a fit¬ 
ting and respectful commemoration of 
your loved one’s life and passing.” 


^/hrk ^ ^hdevendent 



y/arR > ynaev 
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rectors 


Carini; for Your Loved Ones 

' Principal • David Brown • 24hr Immediate Attention 
' Private Chapel of Rest • Private Service Chapel 
' Affordable Funeral Packages 

Cull iiH nr* 

CHMCi 421212 

Mww piAri<fun>»r»l f A.iik 
7. I>tw«rydd Kd. Il«rrv. 
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Adult learners 
receive awards 



Coun Stuart Egan, Vale council cabinet member of lifelong learning 
(far right) with some of the learners who received certificates. 


IT was standing room only at 
Palmerston Community 
Learning Centre, Barry, last 
week where learners and 
invited guests attended a 
presentation evening. 

The event was held to acknowl¬ 
edge the achievements of hundreds 
of learners who successfully com¬ 
pleted courses at adult learning cen¬ 
tres across the Vale in 2011-12 and 
were awarded Agored Cymru learn¬ 
ing credits. 

Awards were made in a wide 
range of subjects including comput¬ 
ers and digital photography, coun¬ 
selling, sign language, family histo¬ 
ry, pottery and ceramics and lan¬ 
guages. 


Learners packed into the main 
hall to receive their certificates from 
Coun Stuart Egan, Vale cabinet 
member for lifelong learning. 

He congratulated learners and 
tutors for all their hard work and 
acknowledged the importance of 
lifelong learning to help people gain 
valuable knowledge and skills. 

“We are proud of all our learn¬ 
ers,” added Debbie Lewis, area adult 
education officer hosting the event. 

“We are aware that a great many 
of our learners have invested a great 
deal of their time and effort into 
their learning alongside family and 
work commitments, sometimes tak¬ 
ing advantage of our creche to enrol 
on daytime classes.” 



ABOVE: 

Some of the pottery and ceramics students who 
achieved a level 3 award. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 


Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 


Affecting setting of a Listed Building/ 

Cals (au) sy'n effeithio ar leoliad Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2012/01117/FUL 

Proposed single storey extension to form lounge with 
photovoltaic cells and solar panels to flat roof 
Garden Cottage, The Rookery, Court Drive, 
Llansannor 

Affecting Llansannor Court, Grade II 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, or 

via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 13 December, 2012 

M. Goldsworthy, Operational Manager Development & Building Controi, 
Vaie of Giamorgan Councii. Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 
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FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS • BACON • SAUSAGES • CHOPS • STEAKS • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN • PORK • BEEF • ETC < 


VFM 


HALF PRICE CHRISTMAS MEAT OFFERS!! 

BUY NOW FOR CHRISTMAS-SAVE £££'$ 


r 


U' 


OFFERS VALID 
UNTIL 

WEDNESDAY 
19th DECEMBER 
2012 

SUBJECT TO 
AVAILABILITY 






ONLY 

[£5.99; 

per kilo 


HALF 




RRP 
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WE ARE NOW TAKING 
ORDERS FOR CHRISTMAS 

Turkey Crowns - Scotch Beef 
Fresh Turkeys - Duck - Chickens 
Legs of Pork - Gammon Joints 
Welsh Leg of Lamb 

P/us /V/uc/t, /Vluc/i l\/lore! 



Christmas Meat Order 
Collection Times 

Saturday 22nd December 2pm - 6pm 
Sunday 23rd December 7am - 6pm 
Christmas Eve 7am - 2pm 


V/M 


THE MEAT = 

superstore! 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

Monday - Saturday 
8.00 am - 5.30 pm 
Sunday 9.00 am - 2.30 pm 


Unit 5, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 

TEL 01^6 721206 

(Formerly Phillip Saunders Warehouse) 


HOWTO FIND US: 

Turn at traffic lights at Dow Corning 
and head up Palmerston Road, turn 
left just before Waitrose, then follow 
the yellow VFM signs. 

★ Set your sat nav t o l 

CF63 2XA 



• GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • READY MEALS • GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • 


LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME F REEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN • LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME F REEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN 
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AM’s 
surgery 
ELUNED PARROTT, 
AM for South Wales 
Central, will be hold¬ 
ing an advice surgery 
on Eriday, December 
14, at Tesco 
Superstore, Terra 
Nova Way, Penarth, 
between 1pm and 2pm. 

Residents who have 
any issues of concern 
are encouraged to come 
along - no appointment 
is necessary 

Playgroup 

raffle 

ABRACADABRA 
playgroup in Welsh St 
Donats is holding a 
raffle to raise funds for 
equipment on 


December 14, when the 
children will put on a 
short concert for par¬ 
ents and friends, fol¬ 
lowed by a fayre. 
contact 01446 781071 
or 01446 760767.. 
Festive time 
at All Saints 

ALL Saints Church in 
Victoria Square, 
Penarth, has a number 
of special Christmas 
events coming up. 

On Saturday, 
December 15, at 4pm, a 
concert featuring young 
people from the church 
aims to raise funds for 
the next youth visit to 
Lesotho - entry £1 with 
refreshments available. 

‘Messy Christmas’ on 
Sunday, December 16, 


at 4pm - craft activities, 
worship and a cooked 
tea for all the family. 

The same evening, 
the Cardiff Ardwyn 
Singers and Symphonic 
Brass will be perform¬ 
ing carols by candle¬ 
light, beginning at 
7.30pm - entry £5 
(under 16s free). 

On Sunday, 

December 23, there will 
be a Nativity service at 
10 am - children are 
welcome to come 
dressed as an angel or 
shepherd and join in! 

For more informa¬ 
tion, visit www.penarth- 
allsaints.org 

ValePlus 

workshop 

VALEPLUS, the local 


THI RLKKSNITHS ARMS 
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Local Pick-Up Points... 

CML Ltd 

Coach Tours 



Discounted Designer Dutiets - Weekiy 

conJ 

Bicester Outlet 

c»^U| 


Bicester village is home to over 130 designer outlet boutiques set around 
delightful open-air pedestrianised streets, offering up to 60 per cent off previous 
seasons’ collections from the world leading fashion and lifestyle brand names. 
Set in Oxfordshire, close to the idyllic Cotswolds. Many of the country’s most 
prestigious hotels and restaurants are close by, including the two Michelin 
starred Le Manoir aux QuafSaisons as well as some of the country’s finest 
cultural landmarks such as the university city of Oxford and the World Heritage 
site Blenheim Palace - birthplace of Sir Winston Churchill. 

mm. 



I Bath Christmas Market 130 quaint wooden stalls line the squares and 
streets surroundings the impressive Bath Abbey, selling everything you 
could possibly need for your festive celebrations. With designer 
boutiques all around, you can’t fail to find everything you are looking for. 

BirminyhSIfl celebrating its 10th anniversary, Birmingham’s 
Frankfurt Christmas Market has become a huge favourite with both 
residents and visitors to the city from all over the UK and Europe. 

Combined with the city’s own Christmas Craft Fair of local traders, 
it offers a total of over 180 stalls to browse and enjoy. 



1 Monthly Shopper 

CAA J 

Calais & Belgium 



Why not stock up for Christmas and make fantastic savings with Duty Free 
Wines, Spirits, Beers and all Tobacco products. Plus fabulous savings on 
perfumes, make-up, cosmetics and lots more for this special low price. Book 
your seat early. (Make sure you have a current passport). 




_ Discounted Designer Dutiets... City Tours. 

. jrilir Continentai Shopping Trips... 

• - «”!)■ - ' DDN’T DELAY, CALL TDDAY 

j-u Ltd 




Coaches, Minibus, Limo Hire... 

Tel 01446 773541 / 02920 531033 


charity that provides 
lifelong learning and 
leisure opportunities 
for people with a 
learning disability is 
holding a Christmas 
craft workshop at its 
centre in High Street, 
Barry, on Saturday, 
December 15, from 
10am to 2.30pm. 

The cost of the work¬ 
shop is £12, and 
includes all the materi¬ 
als required to produce 
some fabulous home 
made decorations and 
gifts. 

Booking is essential 
and further details can 
be obtained from 
ValePlus on 01446 
746691 or check the 
website on www.vale 
plus.org.uk. 

Town carols 

A CAROL service will 
be held in the Barry 
Town Square from 
10.45am on Saturday, 
December 15, with 
Barry churches. 

Llantwit 

coffee 

morning 

THERE will be a cof¬ 
fee morning on 
Saturday, December 
15, at Llantwit Major 
Bowls Club 10am to 
11.30am. 

Entrance fee is £3 to 
include tea or coffee, 
with a top up and a 
mince pie. There will 
be cakes and books for 
sale. 

Children’s 

craft 

session 

A DROP-IN Christmas 
craft session for chil¬ 
dren of all ages will be 
held at Cowbridge 
Library on Saturday, 
December 15, between 
10am-12pm. Eor fur¬ 
ther details, telephone 
01446 773941. 

Story of 
Christmas 

MEMBERS of St Paul 


Church, Barry, are 
taking part in a spec¬ 
tacular Cardiff event, 
telling the story of 
Christmas. 

Joy Ion and Frey a 
Whittaker, and their 
grandfather Terry 
Sylvester, are part of the 
cast presenting The 
Story of Christmas 
every day, until 
December 22 at the 
Hayes. 

The free event tells 
the traditional story of 
the birth of Jesus, using 
volunteer actors and 
stunning puppets. 
Performances are in 
Welsh or English and 
last about 20 minutes. 

Holy Trinity 
services 
SERVICES to be held 
in Holy Trinity 
Presbyterian Church 
at Christmas: 

December 16 - 11am, 
open service with mem¬ 
bers and congregation; 
6 pm, Rev Duncan 
Ballantyne. 

December 20 - 
10.30am-noon, carols 
and coffee/mince pies. 

December 23 - 11am, 
Rev Duncan Ballantyne; 
6 pm, Christingle serv¬ 
ice, followed by refresh¬ 
ments. 

December 25 - Sam, 
family service. 

Services will be held 
in Church/Community 
Hall, junction of 
Aberystwyth Crescent 
and Trinity Street. All 
are welcome. 

Carol service 

ON Sunday, December 
16 at Saint John 
Methodist Church, 
Barry Island, there 
will be the ‘Barry area 
Rescue Division St 
John’s Ambulance 
Wales Carol Service’, 
starting at 2.30pm - all 
welcome. 

On Sunday, 

December 23, Crossway 
and Saint David’s will 


be holding services of 
lessons and carols. 
Crossway at 4pm, and 
Saint David’s at 6pm. 

The Barry area 
Methodist Church 
Christmas Eve Midnight 
Holy Communion will 
take place at its usual 
venue. Saint David’s 
Methodist Church, 
Winston Road, Colcot. 
The service starts at 
11.15pm. 

All local residents are 
warmly welcome to this 
popular service. 

To find out more, 
visit: www.valeofglam- 
organcircuit.org.uk or 
contact a minister on: 
01446 406262, or at: 
revpete @ live. co. uk. 

Ladies’ choir 

BARRY Ladies’ Choir 
will be at The Senior 
Health Shop on 
Monday, December 17, 
getting the customers 
in the Christmas spirit 
with a collection of 
Christmas carols and 
melodies. 

It all starts at 11am. 
The cafe will be open to 
have a cup of tea and 
coffee while people 
enjoy the Christmas fes¬ 
tivities. GE 

Lovelight 

Service 

LLANTWIT Major 
Eriends of Tenovus’ 
annual Lovelight 
Service at St Illtyd’s 
Church will be held on 
December 17 at 
7.30pm. 

The award-winning 
St Illtyd’s School Choir 
will be performing. 
Everyone welcome. 

Carol 

service 

THERE will be a com¬ 
munity carol service in 
the community centre. 
Green Hall, Cefn 
Cribwr, at 6.30pm on 
Wednesday, December 
19. 


fl^Welsh Hawking Centre 

I Give more than a gift... 

give an experience! 

Bird of prey experience 
days from just £60 





Candlelit 
service 
CADOXTON 
Christian Spiritualist 
Church, Kenilworth 
Road, is having a spe¬ 
cial evening of clair¬ 
voyance on December 
19 with Daryl Jenkins 
(donations at the door) 
at 7pm. 

The church will be 
holding its annual can¬ 
dlelit carol service on 
December 23 at 6.30pm. 
All are welcome. 

The church will then 
be closed until January 
3 when the speaker will 
be Dave Spencer. 

Thrift 

shop 

THE Thrift Shop at St 
Athan will be closing 
on December 19 at 
12pm and re-opening 
on January 14 at 
10am. 

We wish all our cus¬ 
tomers a merry 
Christmas and a happy 
New Year. See you all 
in the New Year. BG 


PACT 

meetings 

CASTLELAND PACT, 

the Civic Offices, 

Holton Road, Barry, 
January 7, at 7pm. 

BUTTRILLS PACT, 
The Philip John 
Community Room, 
Barry Library, January 
10 at 6.30pm. 

SULLY PACT, 
Jubilee Hall, Smithies 
Avenue, Sully, January 
10 at 8pm. 

DYFAN PACT, 

North Walk Community 
Centre, January 13, at 
7pm. 

STAUGUSTINES 
PACT, The Windsor 
Arms Public House, 
Windsor Road, Penarth, 
January 16 at 7pm. 


Hosting an 
event? 
Let us know: 

gemeditorial® 

tindlenews.co.uk 


www.welsh-hawking.com • Tel 01446 734687 


f Last Fair 2012 ... _ 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CRAFT & GIFT FAIRS 

Saturday 15th December 
in the Llantonian Hall 

(behind the library) From 10am - 3pm 
For unusual and interesting Christmas shopping 
solutions, with yummy, tempting snacks too... 
Or, just come for a browse. Just don’t miss us! 

Enquiries, contact Peta Shields 

Email: peta@peartreecott.co.uk y 



The STAR INN, Wick 

Christmas Party Menu 

(Lunch/Evening until Saturday, 22nd December) 

Cream of Parsnip Soup 
^ Prawn Cocktail 

i'' Duck Pate 

( [. \ \ Breadcmmbed Brie with Cranberry sauce 

. ^ \ I - 

.i Roast Turkey with Bacon wrapped 
Chipolata and Sage and Onion Slice 
Roast Local Beef with 
Yorks hi re Pudding 

Poached Salmon with Hollandaise Sauce 
Goats Cheese Wellington 
Chicken Chasseur 

All served with seasonal vegetables & roast potatoes 

Homemade Apple and Cinnamon Crumble 
Christmas Pudding 
Fresh Fruit Salad 
Chocolate Truffle Torte 
Selection of Cheese and Biscuits 
Coffee and Mince Pies 

4 Course £21.93 

LITE BITES 

DAILY SPECIAL 
Lunchtime - £5.95 

Now serving full menu 
(except Mondays) 

SUNDAYLUNCH 
(12 noon - 4pm) 
from £7.95 
plus Child Portions 

R Telephone 01656 890080 

thestarinn.wick@facebook.com 
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Book now for Christmas and New Year Celebrations! 


aiput 


Restaurant & Takeaway 

Phone: 

( 01446 ) 793 362 


Join our Curry Club 
to receive exclusive offers! 


Text: 

07450116256 

Book online: 
www.jaipurcuisine.co.uk 

Authentic Bangladeshi & 
Indian cuisine using the finest 
ingredients and spices 

Great for parties & special 
occasions! 


Great food, great service, 
great atmosphere! 

FREE Bottle of Wine 
for groups of 4 people 


East Street, Llantwit Major, CF61 1XY 
Open 5.30pm -11:00pm Every Day 

(Closed Christmas Day and Boxing Day) 


jaipurllantwimajor 
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THE CARDIFF AND VALE COLLEGE 
CELEBRATES STUDENTS’ SUCCESS 


VALE students were among 
those awarded during the 
Cardiff and Vale College’s 
first year celebrations, recog¬ 
nising the hard work and suc¬ 
cess of its learners with a glit¬ 
tering award evening. 

The college took over the Wales 
Millennium Centre in Cardiff Bay, 
with some 400 guests attending the 
event where 35 students, plus staff 
members and partner organisations, 
were recognised for their efforts and 
contribution to college life. 

It began with a drinks reception, 
before a three-course meal and 
awards presentation on the main 
stage, hosted by BBC Wales presenter 
Jason Mohammad, while hospitality 
and catering, and travel and tourism 
students assisted with front of house 
service. 

Cardiff and Vale College Principal 
and chief executive Mike James said: 
“I offer my hearty congratulations to 
all of our award winners. It has been 
fantastic to celebrate all of their 
achievements.” 

Also celebrating the success of 
CAVC learners was the Mayor of the 
Vale, Coun Eric Hacker. 

Vale and Bridgend 
award winners: 

A-Levels and GCSEs: 

- Kevin Gallimore (49), Barry, 
Cardiff Met, administration and 


secretarial. 

- Rebecca Broad (32), Barry, 
European Electronique, aircraft 
engineering. 

- Steven Stolzenburg (26), 
Bridgend, Mayor of the Vale, art, 
design and media. 

- Bleddyn Lewis (19), Llandough, 
limegreentangerine, automotive. 

- Damien Trickey (18), Barry, The 
MIB Group, business. 

- Benjamin Willis (21), Penarth, 
The MIB Group, catering and hos¬ 
pitality. 

- Cieran Thomas (20), Barry. City 
& Guilds, childcare. 

- Mark Horwood (51), Cogan, 
Service Control Ltd, engineering. 

- Jordan O’Connell (18), Barry, 
Boilerplant Maintenance 
Glamorgan Ltd, ESOL. 

- Nicholas Latham (22), Barry, 
Vision 21, hairdressing. 

- Nikita Jones (19), Barry, 
Goldwell, IT and computing. 

- Andrew Mappledoram (19), 
Barry, European Electronique, 
music and performing arts. 

- Lorraine Olds (45), Bridgend, Ian 
Williams, plumbing. 

- Richard Pimm (20), Barry, 
Boilerplant Maintenance 
Glamorgan Ltd, public services. 
Cross College Awards: 

- East Eorward - Earrah Mosely- 
Brown (17), Barry, Morrisons. 

- Welsh Learner - Helen Hicks 
(48), Barry, Welsh for Adults. 



Penarth’s Ben Willis. 



Barry’s Damien Trickey. 



Cogan’s Mark Horwood. 



The Fast Forward award winner Farrah Mosely-Brown from Barry. 



Welsh Learner award winner Helen Hicks from Barry. 



Barry’s Jordon O’Connell. 



Nikita Jones of Barry. 



Barry’s Rebecca Broad. 



Nicholas Latham (Barry). 



Barry’s Andrew Mappledoram. 


New manager 
for Mount 
Sorrel Hotel 


THE UK Holiday Group, which recently 
purchased the Mount Sorrel Hotel in 
Barry, has announced the appointment of 
Michael Mitchell as the hotel’s new gen¬ 
eral manager. 

Mr Mitchell has held senior management roles 
within the hotel industry for more than 25 years. 

He moved from Court Colman Manor near 
Bridgend where he was general manager for three 
years. 

Earlier in his career, Mr Mitchell trained with 
Crest Hotels, Trusthouse Eorte and Holiday Inn, 
taking up his first general manager position at the 
age of just 28. 

He commented: “I am delighted to be joining the 
Mount Sorrel Hotel. 

“The hotel has experienced a challenging period 
in recent times, but with its purchase last March by 
the UK Holiday Group, I am very excited at the 
prospect of taking the hotel forward whilst oversee¬ 
ing the development plans its new owners have for 
the property.” MM 



STAFF at a Barry opti¬ 
cians raised nearly £200 
for charity - by growing 
moustaches throughout 
‘Movember’. 

Specsavers Barry 
director, Jamie Pullen, 
and optical assistant, 
Leigh Whitfield, aimed 
to raise awareness and 
funds for Prostate 
Cancer UK, the Institute 
of Cancer Research, and 
The Movember 
Foundation. 

Jamie said: “Leigh 
and I had a lot of fun in 
store competing to sport 
the better facial hair. 


but the important thing 
is that collectively we 
were able to do our bit 
for a great cause. 

“Whether it’s raising 
money or just simply 
making people aware, 
it’s all about reducing 
the number of deaths 
from cancers like 
prostate and testicular 
cancer, by encouraging 
early detection and 
treatment. 

“Fd like to thank our 
customers who have 
given so generously dur¬ 
ing the month. ” 
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GEM readers 
capture the Vale’s 
natural beauty... 


FOLLOWING The OEM’s 
recent request for readers’ pho¬ 
tos of the Vale’s natural beauty, 
the office was inundated with 
submissions. 

GEM reader Ian Doble submitted 
a photo he calls ‘Three Sunsets’, 
taken at Whitmore Bay, Barry 
Island. 

He said: “I promise you that this 
picture has not been edited in any 
way. This was exactly what I saw!” 


GEM reader Anna Jones submit¬ 
ted a photo of Alexander Gardens in 
Penarth in the sunshine. 

Steve Gillham submitted photo¬ 
graphs of the sea’s tides taken along 
the Vale coastline, and Simon 
Bracken captured a sunset at The 
Knapp, Barry, using his mobile 
phone. 

Keep your eyes peeled for other 
images unable to be used this week 
in future editions. 



ABOVE: Anna Jones’ image of Alexander Gardens, Penarth. 




Ian Doble’s ‘Three Sunsets’. 


r 






Simon Bracken’s image of sunset at The Knap, Barry. 



Steve Gillham’s ‘The Wild Sea ’. 


NEWS FROM PENARTH COMPUTER CLUB 


Old hard disks: wipe, wash or whack? 


EVER wondered 
what to do with the 
vinegar left in the 
jar after all the 
pickled onions have 
been eaten? Here’s 
an idea - soak your 
old hard drive in it 
to destroy any data 
securely. 

Vinegar was offered 
as one solution to the 
question of how to make 


sure that no-one can get 
your data off your old 
hard drive when you dis¬ 
pose of it. 

The need for security 
arises now that every¬ 
body is (or should be) 
aware that personal data 
can be recovered from 
old drives for the pur¬ 
pose of identity theft and 
fraud. 

The criminals are not 
fussy about who they 
rob and there are those 


who are prepared to 
make a career of it. 

There are instances of 
firms disposing of com¬ 
puters that still contain 
personal information 
about staff or customers, 
such as credit card 
details or medical 
records. 

Even seemingly unim¬ 
portant stuff like birth¬ 
days, anniversaries, pre¬ 
vious addresses or 
names of pets can give 


Residents can have 
say on the future 
of a Penarth church 


RESIDENTS of St Augustine’s 
ward in Penarth will be invited 
to give their views on the long¬ 
term future of the former St 
Paul’s Church on Arcot Street 
in the New Year. 

There has been much discussion 
about possible uses for the site, but 
before any decisions are made, the 
Vale Council intends to give local peo¬ 
ple the chance to have their say during 
a six-week public consultation, which 
will open in January. 

A council spokesperson said: 
“There are a number of options for the 
future of the site. The nearby Penarth 
Heights development has brought in 
Section 106 funding, which must be 
spent on ‘providing or enhancing local 
community facilities’, meaning the St 
Paul’s Church site could benefit from 
around Tlmillion worth of funding. 

“This could either repair and 
improve the current 
building, or even devel¬ 
op it as something com¬ 
pletely new.” 

Until early last year, 
the former church had 
been home to Penarth 
Amateur Boxing Club, 
and the Penarth 
Gymnastics Club has 
also expressed a desire to 
use the venue. 

So, one option for the 
building’s future could 
be for these two sports 
clubs to base themselves 
there permanently. 

Another option being 
suggested is for a com¬ 
munity facility. 

Urging local people to 
take this opportunity to 
express their views, 

Coun Lis Burnett, the 
Vale Council cabinet 
member, who represents 
St Augustine’s, said: 

“The local community 
deserves to have its say. 

Following the London 
Olympics, it would 
clearly be a popular 
choice with many for 
some repair work to be 
carried out on the 
church, and for it to then 
be used as a home for the 
boxing and gymnastics 
clubs.” 

“However, if the clubs 
base themselves there, 
due to the equipment that 
comes with these two 
sports, the church could 
only be used by those 
clubs. 

“This consultation is 
being carried out to find 
out what local residents 
think.” 

“Are they happy for 
this to be the case?” 

Coun Gwyn Roberts, 
also a ward member for 
St Augustine’s added: 

“Would residents like to 
see the church be con¬ 


verted into a venue that would have 
more widespread use? 

“When work began on the Penarth 
Heights development, the community 
centre on the Harbour View Estate was 
demolished. 

“It could be that there is a real 
appetite among people living near St 
Paul’s Church to see the site redevel¬ 
oped into a new community centre, or 
a similar facility, that would become a 
real hub for both the existing commu¬ 
nity and also those new to the area 
having moved into homes at Penarth 
Heights.” 

Residents living in Penarth’s St 
Augustine’s ward will be receiving sur¬ 
veys through their letterboxes in 
January. 

There will also be opportunities to 
discuss the matter at drop-in surgeries 
held by Penarth Labour councillors at 
Penarth Town Council Ojfices, West 
House, every Saturday, 10am - 11am. 


criminals a chance. Pets’ 
names as passwords are 
common. 

When you highlight 
files and say ‘Delete’ 
from the Recycling Bin, 
the files are not actually 
deleted at all. The sys¬ 
tem merely removes 
each file’s name and its 
address from the index 
(the File Allocation 
Table, or FAT). The 
space it occupies is now 
available to be over¬ 
written by a new file. If 
you simply delete all the 
files in this way and dis¬ 
card the disk, they are 
all still there - not 
indexed, but easy to 
recover by experts. 

The answer is to over¬ 
write the disk with non¬ 
sense. You can buy soft¬ 
ware that will do it for 
you. At a little more 
expense, it will over¬ 
write the disk several 
times because a single 
overwrite is not usually 
sufficient. 

Some users reformat 
the disk for better securi¬ 
ty although it is still not 
perfect. 

The measures so far 
(except vinegar) leave 
the disk in a usable con¬ 
dition and the recovery 
of the data troublesome 


and expensive, but not 
impossible. If you use a 
shredder to destroy bank 
statements and such, 
note that shredded docu¬ 
ments were, albeit with 
great difficulty and 
patience, re-assembled 
by students in the Iran 
hostage crisis. Such 
effort is most unlikely to 
be applied in normal cir¬ 
cumstances. 

However, you might 
want the peace of mind 
that comes with knowing 
that the data is beyond 
recovery. It can be done. 
After wiping the disk as 
described, you take it 
apart and cut the internal 
metal platters into 
pieces. Some people 
drill through the whole 
drive to destroy it. The 
web tells us that some 
people even shoot them 
with a rifle (not here, of 
course) or drop them 
into corrosive acid. 

I prefer a satisfying 
low-tech solution. Don 
protective glasses; put 
the drive on a large rock 
and clout it severely 
with a heavy sledgeham¬ 
mer. 

HOWARD 

DESMOND, 

Chairman 


Local authority support company XFOR issued 56 
Fixed Penalty Notices in the Vale during the week 
of December 3, tackling littering and dog fouling 
incidents. They are taking a zero tolerance 
approach to environmental crimes, and offenders 
will be issued with a fixed penalty notice of £75. 


12012 



LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
Guaranteed 
Installation 
before 
Christmas! 

Ring 




610 2012 


10 % 

OFF J 

ALL ^ 
FLOORING 


Valid till 31st January 2013 


0788 301 2080/ 

0740 331 0516 
Free Measuring 
Service 
7 Days a Week 

The flooring company 
that comes to you ... including Sundays! 
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McDONAGH’S 

PSYCHOPATHS 

Movie makes for 
enjoyable viewing! 


O NE of the 

more beguil¬ 
ing, and 

hilarious, films of 
recent years was 
playwright Martin 
McDonagh’s debut 
feature. In Bruges, 
Its sweary comedy, 
coupled with an intrigu¬ 
ing storyline of two hit¬ 
men laying low in the 
titular town, was a shot 
in the arm Colin 
Farrell’s career needed, 
and the pair team up 
again in Seven 
Psychopaths. 

Farrell plays Marty, 
an aspiring LA 
scriptwriter, who sud¬ 
denly finds himself 
mixed up in the world 
of big-time gangster 
Charlie (Woody 
Harrelson) when his 
friend, Sam Rockwell 
‘s Billy, steal Charlie’s 
beloved shih tzu. 

Can Marty and com¬ 
pany smooth things 
over or are they, and 
Billy’s co-conspirator 
Hans (Christopher 
Walken) headed for 
fatal consequences... 

One of the strongest 
points of In Bruges was 
Martin McDonagh’s 
dialogue: rich, sweary 
and quotable, teamed 
with actors who could 
pull it off with aplomb. 

He aims for a similar 
trick with Seven 
Psychopaths, which 
shares its progenitor’s 
taste for chewy dia¬ 
logue and strong per¬ 
formances, while 
throwing in some witty 
observations on 
scriptwriting; not for 
nothing is the main 
character called Marty 
with writer’s block 
issues. 

It is a natural pro¬ 
gression for 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

©GEMScreenTalk 


McDonagh, amping up 
his basest characteris¬ 
tics, and one that works 
most of the time. 

Excuse the obvious 
description, but the 
story has elements of 
the shaggy dog, con¬ 
stantly changing pace 
and direction and never 
being too clear on 
where it’s heading. 

It fits McDonagh’s 
scattergun dialogue per¬ 
fectly, riffing to and fro 
over all manner of 
things, but doesn’t 
quite work for the 
story, feeling slightly 
empty and certainly 
devoid of too much 
emotion. 

Characters are offed 
with scant regard for 
the consequences, 
McDonagh keeping 
things very cold in the 
pathos department. It 
suits the film tonally 
but doesn’t really make 
you connect to any of 
the characters; come 


the end you are very 
much indifferent to 
their situations. 

The neat little 
detours about the prob¬ 
lems of original movie¬ 
making and decon¬ 
structing films come 
through nicely, the film 
referencing itself on 
occasion and giving it a 
meta quality that does¬ 
n’t feel too contrived, 
adding to the film’s 
organised shambolic 
feel. 

If it feels like it’s 
going somewhere, 
chances are it’s not. 

The climax feels pat 
and slightly under¬ 
whelming. 

But along with 
McDonagh’s script, the 
performances are the 
star of the show in what 
is very much an ensem¬ 
ble piece with every 
element shining. 

Colin Farrell seems 
more engaged here than 
he would be in a thou¬ 
sand Total RecaWs, and 
his straight man per¬ 
formance, mainly con¬ 
sisting of disbelief and 
frustration, is pitched 
perfectly. 

Sam Rockwell has 
great fun playing for 
laughs and getting the 
big moments. 

It would be the 
stand-out performance 
if it weren’t for 
Christopher Walken, 
who delivers one of his 
best turns in a long 
time. 

Given the right char¬ 
acter and dialogue 
Walken is always 
exceptional and that 
proves true here, the 
actor offering layers to 
a character that in other 
hands may have played 
out slightly too one- 
note. 

It isn’t the most- 
rounded of films, and 
scuffs along where oth¬ 
ers may have made a 
point of incorporating 
some more grandstand¬ 
ing scenes, but 
McDonagh’s subtlety 
both with the script and 
direction, and some 
outstanding perform¬ 
ances, makes Seven 
Psychopaths a scruffy, 
entertaining delight. 

VERDICT-A worthy 
follow-up to In 
Bruges., Seven 
Psychopaths sees 
Martin McDonagh 
aim for more and 
pretty much hit the 
target. Cracking dia¬ 
logue gives this rough- 
around-the-edges 
story some lovely 
moments, and 
thrilling performances 
from the central trio 
in particular make 
this a strong film.. 

Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: In Bruges 
(2008), Pulp Fiction 
(1994) 


Carer hands AM 
copy of her book 



Jane Hutt AM and Julia Preece with Sol’s Book 
on Carers Day 

CARERS’ Rights Day was celebrated 
across Wales last week, following the 
recent launch of a consultation paper by 
the Welsh Government on the Carers’ 
Strategy. 

The Vale AM, Jane Hutt, was presented with a 
book last Friday, produced by a carer in her con¬ 
stituency, Sol Jorgensen, about her life and cam¬ 
paigns with her son Seth. 

The book also included the ‘wishes’ of carers 
which were presented at a Carers’ Day event in the 
Assembly last year. 

The book was presented by Julia Preece, manager 
of the Carers’ Centre for Cardiff and the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 



Business club 
boosts NSPCC 


THE Barry Business Club recently held a 
dinner at the Mount Sorrel Hotel at which 
Mr Gareth Davies, chairman of Barry Male 
Voice Choir, was the after dinner speaker. 

The treasurer of Barry Business Club, Mr 
John Shewring, presented a cheque for the 
NSPCC, on behalf of the club to Mr Davies 
JT_ 

Busy festive 
period for 
Penllyn and 
District WI 


OUR Christmas 
fayre, held on 
Saturday, 
December 1, was a 
very successful 
venture, making 
more than £600. 

Our monthly mem¬ 
bers’ meeting was held 
on Tuesday, December 
4. Members and visitors 
were welcomed to the 
meeting by the presi¬ 
dent, Novello Peters, 
who introduced Yvonne 
Randall, who lead a 
workshop in making 
ribbon Christmas trees. 

The session was 
much enjoyed, and we 
were pleased with what 
we had created. 
Afterwards, we enjoyed 
a buffet supper provided 
by the committee, with 
mulled wine and 
teas/coffees. 

Then came the busi¬ 
ness section of the 
meeting, and informa¬ 
tion was given regard¬ 
ing various forthcoming 
local and federation 
events. Members were 
asked to select their 
choices from the menu 
for our festive meal, to 
be held at Fullbrook’s 
Restaurant in Pontyclun 
on January 15. 


Penllyn and District 
WI have taken part in 
the Holy Cross 
Christmas trees event 
and also the WI 
Christmas trees and car¬ 
ols in Margam. Several 
of our members attend¬ 
ed the group carol serv¬ 
ice in Ewenny Priory 
yesterday (December 
12 ). 

As our usual meeting 
day falls on New Year’s 
Day, we will not be 
holding our meeting. 
Instead, we are organis¬ 
ing a craft workshop to 
be held on Saturday, 
January 12 in the village 
hall, and we shall all get 
together again for the 
festive meal. 

Our next regular 
meeting will be on 
Tuesday, February 5 at 
7.30pm in the village 
hall, and the talk will be 
on the ‘History of Kings 
and Queens in Wales’. 

New members are 
always warmly wel¬ 
comed. We meet on the 
first Tuesday in every 
month (except August), 
at 7.30pm in Penllyn 
Village Hall. For further 
information, contact 
Novello (01656 674191) 
or Marjorie (01656 
647115). MN 


PARTY TIME... 



THE Vale Labour Party opened its Christmas fayre 
at St Helen’s Church Hall in Barry on December 
1, with coffee, cake, a raffle and festive hats. 


Kennel’s SOS 
for food and 
blankets for 
homeless dogs 


AS Christmas 
approaches, the 
Vale dog wardens 
would like to ask 
the public to 
remember the 
Vale’s unwanted 
and stray dogs, 
which are cared for 
by the Vale’s con¬ 
tract kennels. 

Dog warden Caroline 
Cowan said: 

“Christmas is a busy 
time for everyone, but 
if residents could spare 
a thought for those 
dogs awaiting homes, 
kennels would be very 
grateful. 

“Donations of tinned 
dog food, complete 
food, biscuits and treats 
would really make a 
difference to the dogs 
in kennels. Also, any 
clean bedding, blankets 
and towels would be 
gratefully received.” 

There are currently 
many dogs at Croft 
Rescue Kennels in need 
of a home, including 
lurchers, huskies. Jack 
Russells, border terri¬ 
ers, Staffordshire bull 
terriers and many cross¬ 
breeds. 

Owner Adrienne 
Morgan said: “At this 
time of year, people are 
busy with their own 
festive preparations and 
don’t always seem keen 
to take on the added 


responsibility of a new 
dog. 

“We accept this, but 
would like to appeal to 
previously generous 
GEM readers to try to 
make the dogs awaiting 
homes’ Christmas as 
happy as possible.” 

The Vale dog war¬ 
dens may be able to 
collect any bedding or 


MAY we appeal to 
your readers to con¬ 
sider an interesting 
addition to their 
Christmas guest 
list? 

Our volunteer local 
organiser is urgently 
looking for more invi¬ 
tations to offer to 
international students 
at university here, who 
would much rather 
experience Christmas 
in the homes of local 
people, than on a 
deserted campus. 

Adult students from 
China and other parts 
of the world would 
love to just fit in, and 
discover what this fes¬ 
tival means for us. 

Invitations can be 


treat donations and can 
be contacted on 01446 
709105, Monday to 
Thursday between 
8.30am and 5pm, or on 
Friday between 8.30am 
and 4.30pm. For more 
information, contact 
Croft on 01656 862288, 
or visit: www.croftres- 
cuekennels.com. 


for one day or three, 
and we will carefully 
match anyone who 
volunteers to host with 
a student they would 
enjoy meeting. 

Please see www.hos- 
tuk.org for more infor¬ 
mation, or call Lynette 
on 02920 693903. 

Kimberley Brough, 
Administration and 
Marketing 
Coordinator, HOST 
UK. 


TELL US ALL 
ABOUT IT! 

email your news and 
other items of interest 
to: gem 

editorial @ tindle- 
news.co.uk 


Would you host 
overseas student 
for Christmas? 
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MOVEMBER EVENT IS PRAISED FOR MESSAGE 



CARWYN JONES, AM for 
Bridgend, is pictured with two of 
the Bridgend county borough coun¬ 
cillors who took part in Movember 
at the @Klipz hair Salon, Kenfig 
Hill. 

Mr Jones said: “I warmly con¬ 
gratulate all those who took part in 
Movember. 

“This is a lighthearted way to 
raise awareness of a serious issue, 
encouraging men to talk about 
their health and to check them¬ 
selves for signs of testicular can¬ 
cer.” 


COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 


Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 
E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 




ABOVE (left to right): Kay John, chair of the Pyle 
Community Council; Colin Rees (the winner of the first 
and second prizes in the community prize draw); Delysia Rees; 
and Gina Hooper, Pyle community councilor. 


ABOVE and RIGHT: The audience enjoying 
the ‘Winter Showtime^ at the Talbot Centre. 



CHRISTMAS 
PRIZE DRAW 
Pyle Community 
Council has again 
helped small local 
organisations with 
their Christmas 
prize draw, by let¬ 
ting them keep the 
proceeds from the 
sale of the raffle 
tickets. 

With the proceeds 
reaching £5,000 from 
the sale of 10,000 tick¬ 
ets, there should be a 
few happy faces around 
the village. 

The chair of the coun¬ 
cil, Kay John, drew the 
winning tickets after the 
‘Switching On’ of the 
Christmas Lights, in the 
Talbot Community 
Centre last Friday. 

It turned out to be a 
wonderful Christmas 
surprise for Colin Rees 
from Llys Ton, Extra 
Care Facility, Kenfig 
Hill, when he not only 
won the first prize of 
£300, but also the sec¬ 
ond prize of £150. 

I have been informed 
by a reliable source that 
the odds of this happen¬ 
ing with 10,000 tickets 
in the bin, is 50,000,000 
to one. 

The third prize went 
to Yvonne Granville 
from Cefn Cribwr (£75) 
with the fourth prize 
going to Amy Davies 
from Port Talbot (£25). 

SHOUT 

Kenfig Hill Shout, 
the forum for the 
over-50s, will be 
holding its next 
meeting at Theo’s 
Charity Shop, 
Bridge Street, 
Kenfig Hill, on 
Tuesday, December 
18, between 2pm 
and 4pm. 

The speaker will be 
from the Bridgend 
County Care and Repair. 
If you would like to have 
a say on how to improve 
local services for older 
people in your commu¬ 
nity, you will be very 
welcome to go along to 
this meeting. 

For further informa¬ 
tion regarding events at 
Kenfig Hill Shout, ring 
Stan Rumble On 01656 
741203. 

KENFIG HILL 
WELLBEING 
CENTRE 
Activities being held 
by the Mental 
Health Matters, 
Wales at the Talbot 
Community Centre, 
Prince Road, Kenfig 
Hill are as follows: 

On Wednesday, 


December 19, there will 
be a Christmas buffet 
and bingo from 2pm to 
5pm; a Trading 
Standards talk with 
Jemma Robinson from 
2pm to 3pm; ‘Info with 
Karen’ from 2pm to 
4pm; and ‘Time to 
change Wales ‘with 
Emma from 3pm to 4pm 

It is a social afternoon 
when everyone is wel¬ 
come to go and enjoy 
themselves in a friendly 
environment with a cup 
of coffee, and join in 
activities.. 

TALBOT 
COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 
Children’s Disco - 
after visiting Father 
Christmas in his 
grotto at the centre, 
it was great to see so 
many children and 
their parents stay 
for and enjoy the 
kiddies disco. 

Cheryl would like to 
thank the volunteers 
who helped cook and 
serve the refreshments. 

Winter Showtime - 
There was a tremendous 
atmosphere in the centre 
last Saturday for the 
annual Christmas 
Showtime Party. 

Once again they had 
top class entertainment 
at the Talbot and this 
year it was the superb 
singing and comedy of 
Tom Holland, a comedi¬ 
an with the rare talent to 
make people laugh with¬ 
out using bad language. 

Calendars - The 
‘Now and Then’ calen¬ 


dars showing classic 
photographs of Kenfig 
Hill and District over 
the past 100 years are 
proving to be a very 
popular as a Christmas 
gift for relatives and 
friends. 

If you have someone 
you would like to take 
down memory lane, 
there are a few left. To 
purchase one either call 
into the centre at 9, 
Prince Road, Kenfig 
Hill, or telephone Cheryl 
Butcher on 01656 
749754. 

M Y N Y D D 
CYNFFIG 
JUNIOR 
SCHOOL 

Pupil of the week - 
congratulations to the 
following pupils who 
were nominated for 
impressing staff at the 
school last week: 

Thomas Attwood - 
class 1, Ella Rai Jones - 
class 2, Jodie Barnett - 
class 3, Ben Jackson - 
class 4, Joshua Jones - 
class 5, Jack Davies - 
class 6 and Todd Hind - 
class 7. The head¬ 
teacher’s award went to 
Thomas Rees - class 7 

Special lunch 
Congratulations also go 
to the following pupils, 
who joined Mr Davies 
for a special lunch last 
Friday as a reward for 
their high standard of 
behaviour, including 
politeness to both staff 
and fellow pupils during 
lunchtimes last week: 
Owain Pugh, Alex 
Foote-Bruce, Beth 


O ’Neill, Lucy Roach, 
Elva ’Vos de Mooy, 
Abigail Bowater, 

Heather Phillips, Neve 
Mitchell, Niamh 

O ’Halloran, Aneurin 
Lewis, Joshua Hughes 
and Ryan Legg. 

Friends of Mynydd 
Cynffig Junior School 
- the school would like 
to thank the parents and 
pupils for their dona¬ 
tions, help and hard 
work which made their 
Christmas fair such a 
success. In total, the 
Friends of Mynydd 
Cynffig Junior School 
raised a magnificent 
£820. 

The school would 
also like to thank the fol¬ 
lowing for their dona¬ 
tions for the Christmas 
raffle this year: The Co¬ 
operative, Styleforce, 
Lawson’s Garage, 
Theo’s Charity Shop, 
Fusion Embroidery, 
Warburton’s Butchers, 
Pyle Garden Centre, 
Arthur’s Fish & Chip 
shop. Bargain Booze, 
Lloyd’s TSB, Sheds 
Ahead (Port Talbot), 
Woodcraft, G-Lec 
Electrical Store, Ocean 
(Pyle Ind. Est.) Paul 
Child (Music Wales), 
Central Fast Food, The 
Pheasant, Pen-y-Fai and 
The Fringe Hairdressers. 

School choir - The 
school choir will be per¬ 
forming at the Christmas 
Carol Service in St 
Theodore’s Church on 
Sunday, December 16, 
at 3pm and in The 


Glamorgan Holiday 
Hotel, Porthcawl, on 
Monday, December 17, 
at 10.30am. 

The annual year 5 and 
6 Christmas carol serv¬ 
ice will take place on on 
Wednesday,December 
19, at St Theodore’s 
Church starting at 
10.30am. Year 3 and 4 
pupils will also attend as 
part of the audience. 

Parents, grandparents 
and friends of the school 
are welcome to attend. 
Admission is free; how¬ 
ever, a collection will 
take place during the 
service in aid of The 
Christian Lewis Trust. 

ST JAMES’ 
CHURCH 

Special service 
Cornelly Primary and 
Mynydd Cynffig 
Comprehensive 
Schools will be at St 
James’ Church, Pyle, 
for a special service on 
Sunday, December 16, 
at Ham. 

Advent and 

Christmas 2012 - the 
Ancient Parish of Pyle 
with Kenfig are holding 
the following special 
services: 

On Sunday, 

December 16, at 5pm, 
there will be Christingle 
at St James’ Church 
Pyle. On Monday, 
December 17, at L30pm 
there will Afon-y-Felin 
Christingle at St Mary 
Magdalene Church, 
Maudlam. 

Film Club - At 2pm 


on Tuesday, December 
18, there will be a 
Deluxe Film Club at the 
Church Hall, Pyle. 

Mothers Union - On 
Tuesday December 18, 
there are MU IX lessons 
and mince pies are in the 
hall, Pyle at 7pm. 

Advent Lunch - 
There is an Advent 
lunch in the church hall 
on Wednesday, 

December 19 at 12 
noon. The cost is £2, 
with all the proceeds 
going to the charity 
‘Cots for Tots’. 

For further informa¬ 
tion of events and serv¬ 
ices in the parish, ring 
either the Rev Dr 
Duncan Walker on 
01656 740500 or 07766 
710373 or Gareth 
Gardener on 07779 
239302. 

SCOPE 

There will be 
Christmas songs along 
with mince pies and 
mulled wine in the 
Community 
Companions Cafe at 
the Rees Centre, 9a 
Prince Road, Kenfig 
Hill on Friday 
December 21, everyone 
is welcome. 

The centre will be 
closed for Christmas but 
will re-open for a full 
programme of activities 
on January 4. 

For further informa¬ 
tion regarding the activ¬ 
ities at Scope in the Rees 
Centre telephone, 
Donna Akdemir-Young 
on 01656 741166 


Kenfig U15s 
edged out 
by Penalta 

KENFIG HILL under-15s battled well in 
a friendly against a very physical Penalta 
team, doing well to keep the scores so 
close throughout. 

Due to short numbers, both teams had to play with 
14 players only. 

Kenfig opened the scoring early on with a well- 
worked try through the hands of the back line before 
full back Seb Floyd touched down. 

Penalta came back strongly though, scoring a con¬ 
verted try to make the score 7-5 in favour of the 
away team. Both teams had half chances through the 
rest of the half, but neither was able to score any 
more points. 

The second half got off to a bad start for Kenfig 
with Penalta going over in the corner almost imme¬ 
diately. This led to a period of sustained pressure 
from Penalta which Kenfig defended against well. 

Kenfig then scored their second try through a 
well-weighted crossfield kick by centre Sam Young, 
landing behind the Penalta back line. The impressive 
Seb Floyd managed to outpace the defenders to 
touch down first. This brought the young mules back 
within two points at 10-12. 

Further pressure from Penalta meant they finally 
scored their third try in the corner with the resulting 
conversion being well struck, putting them out to a 
19-12 lead. 

Kenfig hit back quickly through a brilliant solo 
effort from Sam Young, picking up the ball in the 
Penalta half and cutting through the centre of the 
defence and showing a lot of aggression to touch 
down once again. 

With the scores at 17-19, Kenfig finished the 
game the stronger team and even had a penalty to put 
them ahead late on, which unfortunately fell just 
short. 

Even though this match ended in defeat, it was a 
very strong performance from Kenfig with the entire 
pack doing well to stand up to the opposition. 

Seb Floyd took both his opportunities well and 
Cameron Rees defended staunchly in the centre. 
However, Sam Young was once again outstanding in 
both attack and, especially, defence, with a memo¬ 
rable try sealing his man of the match performance. 

JOHN CROSS 


Mixed recent 
results for 
Porthcawl U13s 


Porthcawl v 
Fall Bay 

Porthcawl took 
an early lead 
against probably 
the best team in 
Swansea, courtesy 
of a try from out¬ 
side half, Bevan 
Howells. 

Unfortunately, Bevan 
narrowly missed the 
conversion, but at least 
the green and blacks 
were up and running 
after their loss the previ¬ 
ous week. 

The visitors quickly 
replied with two break 
away tries in this close- 
fought encounter. Not to 
be out done by Fall 
Bay’s talented outside 
half, Bevan crossed for 
his second after some 
aggressive rucking by 
the forwards and some 
silky hand work from 
the backs. 

With the score stand¬ 
ing at 10-10 it was any¬ 
body’s game. But, back 
to his outstanding best, 
Louis Protheroe scram¬ 
ble over in the comer 
after beating off two 
brave Fall Bay tackles 
in the final minute to 
claim the spoils. 

Final score: 
Porthcawl 15, Fall Bay 
10. Man of the match 
was Dan Williams. 


Rumney v 
Porthcawl 

THE Seaweeds 
conceded two early 
tries to a Rumney 
side that dominated 
the first half of this 
eagerly-awaited 
contest. 

The second half was 
a totally different story 
with Porthcawl over¬ 
powering the Cardiff 
team with forwards and 
backs coming close to 
scoring. 

Rumney tackled for 
their lives in the second 
period and managed to 
deny the green and 
blacks a score. 

Porthcawl never gave up 
trying, but sadly could¬ 
n’t break through that 
solid blue wall. 

Final score: Rumney 
14, Porthcawl 0. Man 
of the match was 
Bevan Howells. 

Rest of Porthcawl 
squad; Ethan Waters, 
Ben Collins, Anthony 
Burnell, Max Budding, 
Kurds Pridmore, Lloyd 
Mortimer, Tom Davies, 
Jac Maund, James 
Moyne, Ben Davies, Jac 
Flanagan, Joe 
Stradling, Callum 
Morgan, Ben Roach, 
Harry Evans, Brandon 
Cooper and lestyn 
Raven. 

Ian Budding 
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Order now for 
Pre-Christmas 
delivery 

3°Q. 

Buy 3 blinds for 
the price of 2 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

I Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
• Blinds 

•Shutters 

•Awnings solar 

•Canopies bHodS 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYimU 

B Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
V COVERING ALL AREAS J 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
^ Barry 01446 743267 


VALE BLINDS(w..es,L» 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman B lin ds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


[DQo3a(^aiai] 


The Aerial Man (Barry) 

Aerial & Satellite Installations - 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish instaiiation & Repair 
^ • Poor Reception Fixed 
-— • OAP Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 

• Diyital Aerial Installations 

^ - • Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 





GfNERA# 
REPAIRS* 
7Bim.01N6 WORK] 




Plunibing /Tilng / Carpeotry etc. 




4io<>: 


CLASSIC BUNDS 

THE VERTICAL BLIND SPECIALISTS 

4 Quality 

Vertical 

Blinds 

for only £1 60 

{Size restrictions may appiy) 

• Full range of blinds 
available 

• Vertical blinds 
fitted within 7 days 

• Free fitting and 
measuring service 

• Fantastic customer 
service 

01656 782749 
or 07862 130828 

www.classblinds.co.uk 
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GRAB 

Plant hike ltd 

From creating a Pathway to 
Building a Home, we can provide 
the complete service. 





01446700535 _ 

Covering the whole of the Vale 


www.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 


D.F, 

BUILPING 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB , 

TOO SMALL ‘ 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

S 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


BLIND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings S; Blinds 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphil 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.ul 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 
Sovereign 

approved contractor 
PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

01446 420784 • 07970 642537 





Plan ahead for 2013- use the GEM to 
promote your business. 43,000 copies 
distributed to your potential customers 
throughout the Vale. 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD computer 
Solutions 


' All problems fixed 
■ Fast, reliable, on-site service 
‘ Friendly advice freely given 
' No fix, no fee 
‘ Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 
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STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VfILE CARPETS 

corner to^ <f(lcc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


ARK 

CARPENTRY 

Specialising in all 
aspects of carpentry 
and joinery. 

Kitchens/Doors/Floors/ 

Roofs/Maintenance/ 

Stairs 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Karl 07928 381 688 
01446 795 674 


W If its wood 
PSm - we're 
CARPENTRY vety goodi 

Kitchens •Flooring‘Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance‘Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 



I Decorating 




Interior & Exterior 
Free Competitive Quotes 
20 Years Experience 
Professional, Local, Reliable 
Flexible Hours to Suit 
(inc weekends) 


07855 539545 




' ^^CJRICAL SERVICES 

uidrew Lenthall - 07890 772079 
^ Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

• Reliable, Qualified Service 

• Emergency Call-outs 

• Free Quotations 

• Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NQ JQB TQQ SMALL 
email: aaelectrical 1 @ hotmail.co.uk 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

-I—— 

^ Domestic 
I ■_! Installer 
I_I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail.co.uk 


) Excel Swee^ 

All Chimneys swept - Stoves refurbished 
Cowls fitted - Nests removed 
Fully Insured - Guild Certificates issued 


01446 688141 / 07508 839120 

www.excelsweeps.co.uk 


(^ear^gA 

Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 
google me @ 
guildofmastersweeps 


Chimney IS T A D R E 

^ ‘^1 DECORATING 

Sweep I & PROPERTY 

I yviAINTENANCE 


C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Oiigmal Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 


• PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

»QUALITY WORK 
»COMPETITIVE RATES 
» NO JOB TOO SMALL 

• FREE QUOTATIONS 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


^iaa[p(iiQ[Q aoowi 


©PoacpBiMi 


1st 



CHOICE 

CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 

CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 

_ Plus 


GUTTER CLEANING 



ALPHA HOME 
CLEANING SERVICE 


Stain & Odour Removal | 
FREE 
with carpet clean 


07930157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 


The GEM 

01446 
774 484 




• Professional Carpet 
Cleaning 

• Leather Suites 
Cleaned and Treated 

A good, reliable, prompt 
service, giving the 
highest standards possible. 
Special rates for senior 
citizens. 

01656 788901 or 
07986 450609 


• Oean. Tidy & Reliable a ^ 

• Insurance Work Undertaken romimmial 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering , 

, , , ® %/‘yree ‘Estimates 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 
e-mail: jdrammondl37@gmail.com 




Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estinnate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


mndow ne UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


S.M.Vaughan 
+ 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Bairy 


/R^FIT 

^ (Established Family Business) 

& 


Repair 
Spec alists I 


Locksmiths! 


Why renew when you can repair! 
Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

• Misted Units inc. 

Bevels & Stains Bridi 

• Broken Handles/ 

Hinges Mmtcm&e. 

• Door Locks Repaired and Upgraded 

• Fully Qualified Locksnnith 




www.bridgendwindows.com 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


Plan ahead 
for 2013. 

Use the GEM 
to promote your 
business. 
Reach 43,000 
readers and be 
seen on the web. 

IT 

01446 

774484 


INST> 

ELECTRI 

Commerciai 

* All electrical w 

* Fuse Board Re 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance 

VLL*^ 

CAL , 

& Domestic 
rork undertaken 
placement 

FREE VISUAL 
ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
AVAILABLE 

FOR HOMES 
& BUSINESSES 

FREE SURVEY _ 
AVAILABLE S 

01446 733773 Jlr 
07816 091425^ 


®®®CP 

^cpwa®(= 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


Garden & Landscaping Services 

f f Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 
ww...gardenandlandscapeiservices.co.uk 

For a FREE quote contact 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 


. B »»r*.. I I 


Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Cardiff Lawn & Garden 

Main dealers for Stihl & Viking garden products 
World leading, robust and totally reliable 


Call now to book your 
Winter Lawn Mower Servicing 
02920 56 93 11 
Collection service available 





Washing Machines Eiectric 
Cookers, Tumbie Driers, etc 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 


Free estimates, fuily insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Ciearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 
Paddock Topping 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 



Bridge d\ 

Vue V 

Trs SERvan' 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


The 
GEll 

management 
& staff would 
like to wish 
all our 
advertisers 
a merry 
Christmas and 
a prosperous 
new year. 
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BOTTLED 

GAS 

Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 

Tel. 01446 771999 
Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 


Gas 
Services 


Combination Boiier 
& LPG Speciaiist 


Competitive&Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


TheCEM 

01446 774484 


Cc 

INS 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

NSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services /* 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers isiior’ 


gZm Plumbing & Heating 

— ^ 11 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
W Combination Boiler Specialist 
Annual Boiler Service only £40 /i 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^ " 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


CELTIC a 
PLUMBINGS 
& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 


07973 785339 
07956 887536 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job 
too small 
07526 125982^ 
or 01446 753503 



S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats aaoiTT 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


I P EOVVARD5 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators * 0^6644 




OTTI* OOSSSA 

• l.Ala (ll't t 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 




01446 

794266 



All Aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive&Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


BARRY & VALE PLUMBING 

• Taps • Toilets 

' Radiators and everything in between 
FREE ESTIMATES 

07979 967 627 


DC Plumtin^ 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

^ 0\444 )f 71 



OastiocpaQ _ 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


^Mniooii£)aoQgL 






m\ 


01446 775145 / 07974 953414 

www.cfrroofing.cxi.uk 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


01446 404838 


Silvey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofing.co.uk 


J.M.C Ryan & Son 

ROOFING - REPAIRS - CARPENTRY 

KfeaiB 


01656 786336 • Mobile: 07801895425 

Email: jmc_ryan@yahoo.com www.jmcryan.co.uk 


Jiiiifairl^jovenh^^ 

• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EsT. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


ig] 


Established 1987 

ctr 

ROOFING 

Roofing & Waterproofing Speciaiists 


Flat Roof Specialists 
expectancy 50 years + 

Slates & Tiled Roofs 


Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
Domestic & Commercial 
I All Work Guaranteed 
! Over 30 Years Experience 
I Free No Obligation Survey 
§ Discounts given to OAP’s 



INSTAI 

S KIP HIRE LTD. _ 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 

® s * 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 



Your local Skip Hire Co. 
^for Barry & The Vale 


POSSIBLYJHE CHEAPEST, 
SKIPS IN SOUTH WALES 


80% of Waste Recycled 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


Saturday 
Sam - 1pm 


REMOV 


VE.RrcYCLE RE-USE 

- C3ia — 

Abacus Hire 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


Mixed Waste or Stone 

2 yard £79 £65 

4 yard £105 £90 

5.5 yard £115 £105 

8 yard £155 £140 

16 yard £240 
16 yard (wood only) £200 


We Buy PVC Windows - We pay up 
to £2.50 per kg for Electrical Cable 


Prices not Inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 



® TBitieEyK7 

Driving School Ltd 

/rN • Learn from 14 years of age upwards 


Gift Vouchers now available by 
pbone or via our website 


0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschooLco.uk 


LANEWISE' 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


GIR 
VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 J 









ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.winng@hotmail.co.uk 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


‘Wanted’ 
section 
continued on 
next page 


Motown 


Bill Foulds ii 

Tiling Specialist 

Ceramic/Porcelain & 

Natural Stone Tiling 
Decorating & Finishing Touches 


Tel:01446 771105 Mob: 07736 391937 



Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 
www.bonnytiler.co.uk 





DH Solutions-Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the tot CASH 


liwilil minimum - Any vehicie 
with at ieast 3 months MoT 
in good working order 

iiiwii minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


isiiiiii minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 
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SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRRP 
£i to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


SUTTONS Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 / 07971 648596 



Why trash it? Cash it! 


ON LLANDOW TRADING ESTATE 

Tri: 079725 lOISi 

Em«l; c»juk 

TTMU Kxattl 



ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


Call us today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 


tecp ©aQ® 


Big Bag Logs 


Seasoned Logs 
Delivered to your door 

Logs are delivered in the big bags 
Use straight out of the bag 
Call PREMIERTURF 
Phone 01443 237439 
Mobile 07815 861864 





We will pay you for your 

Computers - Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 

Top price and service 



VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 ss;" 

We will beat any price localIv n yn for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


W A Brown 

Son 

Funofdl Directors 


7 I 


1 


FemDroke House. 


CiMllege Street. jUwtwtt M^ior wm 

1 01445 792 489 

^ 


OF|.< 


ADMINISTRATIVE CLERK 

Due to continued expansion, Oil Facilities Limited (OFL) has a 
vacancy for an Administrative Clerk at their Llandow Headquarters. 

This full time position reports to the Senior Clerk, and involves 
assisting with all aspects of general administrative and financial duties. 
The ideal candidate will offer 

• Experience of a busy office environment. • Confident and 
friendly telephone manner. • Ability to use the Microsoft Office 
Suite. • Capability to work on own initiative, and regularly report 
results to management. • Willingness to learn and adapt to 
company procedures. • Bilingual Welsh/English would be an 
advantage with our cross Wales customer base. 

The hourly rate for this position will be in line with the statutory 
pay per hour, to be reviewed at end of first three months. 

Normal office hours are 08:30 to 17:30, but flexible hours would 
be considered. 

Please forward your CV to: personnel@theoilspecialists.com 

OFL is an equal opportunities employer. 


^Jane, John & Gwyn Ayres 

(nee Groom) of Llantwit Major 

would like to wish all their 
family and friends 

Very Merry Christmas 

as they will not be sending cards this year 
due to Jane’s continuing poor health. 


LEONOR (LEO) MEREDITH 

Leo would like to wish friends 
and neighbours who have been 
so kind and helpful during the last 
few months a peaceful and 
Happy Christmas. 




DG Weaver 

are currently looking for 
a Vehicle Technician 
with an approved MOT 
licence at our Llandow 
Dealership. 
Please send CV to 
rb @ dgweaver.co.uk 


TheGM 

reaching the people 
from Penarth to 
Porthcawl 
Call 01446 774484 


Alan John Pickford 

Rita would like to wish all her 
family, friends and Alan’s colleagues 

^A Very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year^^ 

1 would like you all to accept my good 
wishes as 1 feel 1 am unable to send 
Christmas cards this year. 





CONGRATULATIONS i 

ILHH ^ ILHIEMM I 

on the Birth of their | 
Beautiful Daughter | 

on 25th November 2012 | 

Lots of Love, fian &' Granddad Fops, ^ 
I Helen and Steve, Danielle, Dean Sr Lilyxxx 




Happy 16th Birthday 

Bethan Thomas 

:3|c 16th December 

We are so very proud of you and 
wish you the happiest of days. 

All our love, Mum, Dad, Dan, Coco and all 
the cats, Oreo, Albi and all the family 
^ X X X X X ^ 



ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


2Turnidge of 
London Glass 
Display 
Cabinets 

Mains powered lighting. 

£50 each 
Tel 01446 711093 


STAG 

MINSTREL 

FURNITURE 

Sideboard, bureau, 
bookcase & dressing 
table. Offers 

Tel 01656 646147 


COACH 



Monet’s Garden, 
Rouen & Paris 

0«pan» 17 A 2C 3919 
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Apollo 

Mountain Bike 

Red, 17inch wheel, as 
new, unsuitable for 
current owner. Ideal 
Christmas present. 
Offers around £150. 
Tel 01656 784102 

(Porthcawl) 


Scooter 

Traveller 4 Wheel 

Immaculate condition, 
many extras, hardly 
used, must be seen. 
Cost new £1750, 
accept £890. 

Tel 029 2051 2120 
07860 433908 


Rory Racing Car 

Sit and ride, operated by 
6volt battery, realistic, 
hardly used, sounds and 
talks. 

Suitable for 2-5 approx. 

£75 

Tel: 01446 401740 


Beige 
3 Seater 
DFS Sofa 

Excellent condition, 
can deliver locally. 

£100 

Tel 01446 77178§,„ 


?®CP 


Renault Laguna 1.9 
DCi Expression 

52 Plate, met blue, CD, 
air con, alloys, recent 
cam belt, 1 year’s MOT, 
excellent condition, tax. 

£795 

01446 794866 
07570 931487 „ 


Pair of 
Parker Knoll 
Wingback 
Armchairs 

£50 

Tel 01656 646147 


Audi A4 X Reg 
1.6 Petrol 

Silver, 107k, MOT April 
2013, new timing belt& 
water pump, very good 
condition. 

£895 ono 

07957 333121 


The «rrii 

01446774 484 


LOST 

SMALL GOLD 
BROOCH 

Llancarfan Village Hall, 
Friday 7th December 
Horse and jockey design 
of sentimental value... 
Please call if found: 
01446 781340 


TO LET 

Three Bed roomed 
House 
BARRY 

TOWN CENTRE 
£585 pern 

07790 941590 




HOWELL- 
RICHARDSON 

Jean Dufour 

Peacefully on December 2, in hospital, Jean, 
beloved wife of the late Graham, dearly loved 
mother of Phillip, David and Clu-istina, dear 
mother-in-law of Sally, Sue and Harvey, much 
loved grandmother and great-grandmother. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons, 
Fonmon. Funeral Friday December 14, service and near 
interment Ham at St Nicholas Parish Church, St Nicholas, 
Cardiff. Flowers may be sent to the Funeral Home. 


Use Hie GfM to reach the 
people from Penarth to Porthcawl 

Call 01446 774484 for 
friendly, helpful advice. 


BAKER 

Rose (nee LOBECK) 

Peacefully at Island View Residential Home, Barry 
Island on December 10th, Rose, formerly of Somerset 
Road West, Barry. Beloved mother of Roy and Chve, 
mother-in-law of Geraldine. Adored grandmother, 
great-grandmother and great-great-grandmother to all 
her grandchildren in the UK and Canada. 

Resting at AG Adams & Son, Tynewydd Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry, until her committal service at the 
Cardiff and Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry on Tuesday 
December 18th at 2.15pm, followed by her memorial 
service in the chapel of AG Adams & Son, Barry at S.OOpm. 
Family flowers only, but donations in lieu to Island View 
Residential Home, Barry Island, Barry CF62 5TR. 


GILL 

Rex 


Eileen and family would like to thank all 
the many relatives and special friends who 
offered so much support during Rex’s 
illness and those who kindly attended the 
funeral. Your cards, personal flowers, 
messages and generous donations to The 
British Heart Foundation (c/o the Funeral 
Directors) have meant a great deal to us 
all during this sad and difficult time. 

We would also like to say a special thank you 
to Canon David Brunning and Maureen, the 
staff of Eryl Surgery, especially Dr Anna 
Foreman, the staff of Boots the Chemist and 
Wil li am James and Sons, Funeral Directors, 
for all their invaluable help and assistance. 


Send your Christmas Greetings 
through The GEM! 

Prices from £15+VAT 
Tei: 01446 774484 or e-maii: 
gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 



Ford Fiesta 
1300 Flight 

3-Dr, Y Reg, silver, 
66,000 miles, new MOT. 

£995 

07976 874741 


CLASSIFIEDS 

• Family Announcements 

• Recruitment 

• Buying & Selling 

• Trade • Property 

• Birthdays 

• Anniversaries 

• Graduation • Births etc 

Use The GEm 

to reach all the people 
you need to! 

Call 01446 774484 

for friendly, helpful advice. 

gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 
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Llanilltud Fawr Christmas fayre well 
supported by community once again 



MULLED wine, 
mince pies and 
turkey rolls were 
the festive treats 
enjoyed by the 
record amount of 
families and friends 
who attended the 
Llanilltud Fawr 
Primary School 
Christmas fayre 
last Saturday 
(December 8). 

The school choir 
opened the fayre and 
got everyone in the 
mood for a very 
Christmassy morning. 


The main hall was 
packed with festive fun 
things to do, including 
Christmas tree hoopla, 
hook a chilly duck, 
find the bauble and 
spot the Santa. 

Christmas crafts 
were more popular 
than ever, and with 
face painting, henna 
tattoos, cakes and 
candy floss, there was 
something for every¬ 
one. 

The queues to visit 
Santa in his grotto 
were longer than ever, 
and Santa’s helpers 
ensured the children 
had some reindeer 
food to put out on 
Christmas Eve. 

The PTA would like 
to thank all the fami¬ 
lies for attending, 
spending and support¬ 
ing our event! 

Thank you also to 
the following compa¬ 
nies who kindly donat¬ 
ed gifts; Filco food 
store. The Vale Hotel, 
Wessex Garages, 
Boulders, Techniquest 
and The Co-operative 
Supermarket. 

A spokesperson 
said: “Yet again, we 
have raised more than 
£1,000 thanks to the 
warm generosity of 
our community.” 

Report and 
photographs by 
Vicki Seaton 
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Leaders Trebanos too 
strong for Pencoed RFC 


But there is better news for Pheonix stars in regional final 


DIVISION 3 South 
West League lead¬ 
ers Trebanos main¬ 
tained their 100 
per cent record to 
date with this 34-8 
win over Pencoed. 

The final scoreline 
did little justice to the 
Pencoed effort, in par¬ 
ticular the Pencoed pack 
who battled hard 
throughout, and were 
dominant at the scrum¬ 
mage to no avail. 

‘The Banos’ opened 
the scoring after only 
five minutes, No8 Luke 
Davies profiting from a 
suspiciously looking 
forward pass, outside 
half Nic Danjanovic 
converting. 

Pencoed hit back, 
taking the ball against 
the head for No8 Aaron 
Halse to break deep into 
home territory, where 
from the resultant 
breakdown Pencoed 
scrum half Ben Read 
opened his side’s 
account with a penalty 
goal. 

Pencoed were enjoy¬ 
ing lots of good territo¬ 
ry, but unfortunately 
were unable to create a 
breakthrough. The home 
side then delivered the 
sucker punch under 
pressure, countering 
from some 70 metres 
for wing Matthew 
Edwards to increase the 


lead to 12-3, and this 
was how matters 
remained until the 
break. 

Pencoed were some¬ 
what unlucky to be in 
arrears, the front row of 
Sean Donovan, Nicky 
Hawkins and Andrew 
Shillam having domi¬ 
nated the set piece. 

The second half was 
in contrast, Pencoed’s 
poor play at the tackle 
area returning, and The 
Banos backs showing 
their cohesion and pace. 
They added four more 
tries through centres 
Rhodri Davies (two) 
Stefan Lewis, and right 
wing Andrew Penhale, 
Danjanovic adding a 
conversion. 

To their credit the 
Pencoed pack continued 
to work hard and got 
their just reward follow¬ 
ing a series of drives, 
flanker Rhys Samuel 
getting the touchdown 
for a well-deserved con¬ 
solation try. 

Pencoed will once 
again reflect on a per¬ 
formance were they 
have conceded a num¬ 
ber of soft tries. 
However, they maintain 
sixth position in the 
table, but their tries 
against column does not 
make good reading, and 
quite obviously they 
need to address this. 

On Saturday, they 
visit Pyle for a friendly 


match, 2.30pm ko. The 
Second XV host 
Maesteg Celtic in the 
Mid Glamorgan Premier 
League, also a 2.30pm 
ko. 

Pheonix 
players taste 
regional win 
PENCOED 
Pheonix players 
were part of the 
Ospreys v Dragons 
Welsh Regional 
Senior Womens 
Championship 
game played at 
Taffs Well, and 
ended up on the 
winning side. 

Phoenix squad mem¬ 
bers Leanne Burnell, 
Molly Humphreys, 
Hannah Seward, Alana 
Shakespeare and Amy 
Stevens played their 
part in an Ospreys vic¬ 
tory, with flanker 
Stevens crossing the 
whitewash for the sec¬ 
ond Ospreys match in 
succession. 

The Pencoed Phoenix 
camp can feel proud of 
their efforts in this, only 
their third season, with 
seven players in total 
invovled over the 
course of the Regional 
Championship. 

Wing Sam Trickey 
and outside half Robyn 
Wilkins also started in 


Bryncethin Youth 
overpower Rhigos 


Paul Short stars as boys run in four tries 


BRYNCETHIN YOUTH 
RHIGOS YOUTH 


28 

5 


BRYNCETHIN 
entertained Rhigos 
in a league game, 
and came away 
winners in heavy 
conditions that 
made running 
rugby difficult. 

Despite a period of 
early pressure by 
Bryncethin, it was 
Rhigos who had the first 
opportunity to score 
when they were award¬ 
ed a penalty in front of 
the posts. Unfortunately, 
it sailed wide. 

This spurred the 
Bryncethin team on, and 
they almost scored from 
a quickly-taken penalty 
on their own 10 metre 
line. 

Scrum half Geraint 
Watkin tapped the ball 
and set off through a 
number of tackles and 
broke through the 
defensive line, but with 
the try line in sight he 
was bundled into touch. 

They were not to be 
denied a few minutes 
later though, a scrum on 
the half-way line gave 
them a platform to work 
from, and the ball was 
moved to centre Corey 
Bater who broke 
through. When he was 


brought down the ball 
was quickly recycled 
and winger Tom Day set 
off and evaded a num¬ 
ber of tackles before 
scoring in the corner, 
outside half Paul Short 
added the conversion. 
This was the only score 
of a closely contested 
first half. 

Bryncethin were 
quickly on the score- 
board again in the sec¬ 
ond, when a scrum just 
outside their 22 was 
won. Short kicked the 
ball long upheld and 
Bater and flanker 
Connor Law chased. 
Law tackled the defend¬ 
ing Rhigos player and 
Bater stole the ball and 
ran in for a try under the 
posts. Short added the 
conversion. 

Bryncethin scored 
again not long after, a 
scrum on the half-way 
line allowed No 8 Lam 
Thomas the chance to 
pick up and drive at the 
Rhigos defence. He 
drew his defender and 
offloaded to Watkin, 
who found Short to pop 
the ball back inside to 
the charging Law. He 
broke through, drew the 
full back and offloaded 
to Short. He grubber 


kicked the ball through 
for Bater to gather and 
dive over the line for his 
second try. Short adding 
the conversion. 

Rhigos got a try their 
efforts deserved not 
long after, when from a 
scrum their No8 picked 
up and attacked the 
Bryncethin defence. 
When he was tackled, 
the ball was recycled 
and their outside half 
noticed space behind the 
Bryncethin line and 
chipped the ball over for 
their winger to gather 
and score in the comer. 

Bryncethin had the 
final score of the game. 
From a drop out 22 the 
ball was won by Law 
and he set off up the 
field. When he was 
eventually brought 
down the ball was recy¬ 
cled quickly and moved 
through the hands to full 
back Jonathan Brain to 
round his defender and 
score near the posts. 
Short again slotted over 
the conversion. 

Geraint Watkin was 
awarded the man of the 
match award for his 
excellent line breaks 
and aggressive tackling. 
Hugh Rimron 


earlier games. 

On Sunday, Phoenix 
host Blaenau Gwent in 
a friendly match, kick¬ 
ing off at 2.30pm, and 
then look forward to 
post-Christmas 
pool/Cup matches 
against Premier 
Division Cardiff Quins, 
Pontyclun, and Division 
1 league leaders Seven 
Sisters. 

There is no doubt the 
Phoenix squad, led by 
skipper Marina Newth, 
will give it their best 
shot. 

Youth avenge 
earlier defeat 
PENCOED Youth 
avenged their early 
season 28-3 defeat 
at Pontyclun with 
this hard-fought, 
deserved 7-6 victo¬ 
ry- 

The young home side 
showed their character, 
defending resolutely 
when reduced to 13 
men following two yel¬ 
low cards for technical 
offences. 

Burgeoning scrum 
half Rhys Clarke got the 
all-important Pencoed 
try, with outside half 
Adam Williams adding 
the extras. 

Front rowers Sam 
Burke and James 
Tredray, along with 
Connor Jones at No8, 
were the stand out per¬ 
formers in what was 
essentially a team effort. 

On Saturday, 

Pencoed Youth entertain 
Mumbles in the Ospreys 
OB league, and will 
look to continue their 
unbeaten league start at 
this higher level. 

TERRY REES 


Send us 
your match 
reports! 
Email them 
to us at: 

gemeditorial@ 
tindlenews. co.uk. 


Ospreys stars tag 
along to local youth 
rugby tournaments 



Trelales green team (above) were presented gold medals in the boys’ tournament, while 
the Pencoed girls ’ team (below) were at the top of the podium in their tournament 
Both teams are pictured with Ospreys ’ stars Luke Morgan and Lloyd Peers. 



A SERIES of tag rugby tournaments at 
Pencoed Rugby Club recently saw 
Ospreys stars Luke Morgan and Lloyd 
Peers swap their usual place on the field 
for a spot on the supporters’ bench. 

The competitions are a result of a partnership 
working between BCBC’s Active Young People 
department, the WRU, Ospreys Rugby and 
Bridgend Ravens. 

The London 2012 Olympic legacy encourages 
children and young people to get involved in sport 
on a local level. Therefore, the aim of this partner¬ 
ship is to raise the profile of sports clubs within the 
local community. 

In separate matches, teams of boys and girls 
from Litchard, Trelales, Llangewydd and Pencoed 


primary schools played throughout the day, fol¬ 
lowed by an awards presentation for the three top 
scoring teams and an opportunity for photographs 
with the Ospreys stars. 

The Trelales green boys’ team pipped the others 
to the post to win gold, with Litchard and 
Llangewydd picking up silver and bronze. In the 
girls’ contest, Pencoed topped the podium, beating 
Llangewydd and Trelales, who came in silver and 
bronze positions. 

Further fixtures are planned across the county 
borough before Christmas and in the new year, 
before the finals are held at the Riverside 
Hardware Brewery Field, as a curtain-raiser before 
the Bridgend Ravens face Swansea RFC. 

For more details, contact BCBC’s Active Young 
People department on 01656 815216/815218. 


Bridge news 


RECENT results 
for Bridgend 
Bridge Club are: 

Wednesday 
December 5: first - 
Irene Barwood and 
Geoff Barnes; second - 
Mel Humphries and 
Glyn Williams; third - 
Norma and David 
Newman. 

Friday November 16: 
first - Mary Moore and 
John Beard; second - 
Irene Thomas and Glyn 
Wiliams; third - Liam 
Sheridan and Alan 
Williams. 

The Friday meeting 
was the second round of 
the mixed pairs, and 
congratulations to visi¬ 
tors Celia and Huw 
Thomas as overall win¬ 
ners with Mary Moore 
and John Beard being 
the highest placed club 
members. 

In addition to the reg¬ 


ular club nights on 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
at 7pm at Nolton 
Church Hall, to which 
all bridge players are 
welcome, there are les¬ 
sons for people wishing 
to learn with Graham 
Jones on Fridays at 
7pm. To register an 
interest, call either 
Graham on 01446 
775952, Steve Burgoyne 
(01656 661968) or 
David Newman on 
01656 649138. 

There are afternoon 
lessons on Thursdays, 
also at Nolton Church 
Hall, at 2pm with John 
and Christine Evans. 
These are both for 
beginners and also those 
who have played some 
bridge and would like to 
improve. 

For further details, 
call John on 01656 
880372. DN 


Pencoed under- 16 s 
win ensures home 
draw for quarter-final 


PENCOED under-16s trav¬ 
elled to Glynneath for their 
last group game of the Osprey 
Cup. 

This was a must-win game to 
ensure Pencoed progressed to the 
quarter-final, and it started hard and 
fast, with Glynneath putting on a 
good attack. 

Fifteen minutes in Glynneath were 
awarded a penalty, which they con¬ 
verted. 

Pencoed did exceptionally well in 
the lineouts and a joint effort from 
Chris Cooper and Lewis Brennan got 
Pencoed off the mark with a try. 
Glynneath narrowly missed a penalty 
just before half-time, so Pencoed had 
a 5-3 lead at the break. 

In the second half, Glynneath came 
out fighting and converted a penalty, 
bringing the score to 6-5. Pencoed hit 
back, and Morgan Jones converted a 


penalty. 

Ten minutes later, Morgan Jones 
converted another penalty. In the last 
minutes, Daniel Maiden picked the 
ball up from a ruck and crashed over 
the line, helped over by Jason 
Clatworthy. 

The game ended 16-6 to Pencoed, 
guaranteeing a home draw in the 
quarter-finals. The coaches Paul 
Cooper, Lyn Brennan and Dai Clarke 
would like to say well done to all the 
team for doing so well. 

Squad: Jordan Fox, Patrick 
Canham, Jason Clatworthy, Morgan 
Jones, Jonny Clatworthy, Alex King, 
Chris Cooper, Lloyd Webb, Daniel 
Maiden, Lewis Brennan, Morgan 
Jejferies, Josh Maunder, James 
Merchant, Jac Briggs, Scott Ewing, 
Matthew Elliss, Aled Bargery, Owain 
Clarke, Dylan Winn-Davies. 

Jade Maiden 



























34 - THE GEM 


wwwjacebookxom/slamorsansem www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, December 13th, 2012 


Fourth in league as: 

Llantwit notch 
up away win 


by PAUL LINDSAY 


TREOWEN STARS AFC 1 
LLANTWIT MAJOR AFC 4 


The Major travelled 
away to Newbridge 
this week to play 
Treowen Stars AFC 
in the Welsh League 
fixture. 

The game got under 
way on a very difficult 
surface, on a lovely 
sunny but cold after¬ 
noon. 

The first chance came 
with less than a minute 
played. 

Leigh Pratt won a 
good, strong tackle in 
midfield and played a 
neat ball through to Sean 
Nash, who only had the 
keeper to beat, but he 
pushed his shot wide of 
the post. 

On seven minutes, 
Nash once again shot 
just wide, having 
received a good through 
ball from Tom Rees, 
who chased down well 
and tackled strongly to 
win good possession. 

On 12 minutes it was 
the home side who had a 
good chance but the 
striker put his shot well 
over the bar. 

The Major were play¬ 
ing good possession 
football and had most of 
play in the first quarter 
of the game. 

On 17 minutes Leigh 
Pratt, who was dominat¬ 
ing the midfield, found 
Darren Robinson, on the 
left with a neat cross. 

Robinson headed 
powerfully but straight 
at the keeper, who saved 
well but couldn’t hold 
the ball which spilled 
out to Lee Jones who 
scored from close range. 

The Major were mak¬ 
ing most of the play and 
it was Pratt again who 
came close to adding a 
goal but, unfortunately, 
he headed a good chance 
over the bar from close 
range. 

POSSESSION 

Immediately after¬ 
wards he was put 
through and with just the 
keeper to beat, tried lob¬ 
bing the ball over his 
head, but his lob was 
neither high or powerful 
enough and the busy 
home side keeper saved 
well. 

Good possession con¬ 
tinued for the visitors 
and Rhys Gould took a 
neat pass and went on a 
strong forward run and 
was eventually fouled 
some 20 yards from 
goal. 

Darren Robinson 
stepped up to take the 
direct free-kick which 
the keeper saved well, 
but once again he could¬ 
n’t hold the shot. This 
time the ball spilled out 
to Lindsay who was fol¬ 
lowing in quickly and he 
scored well with a good 
header. 

After 30 minutes it 
was Treowen who start¬ 


ed to retain the posses¬ 
sion for a short period 
and they had two shots, 
both wide of the goal. 

From the ensuing goal 
kick Cox played a neat 
ball to Nash in the centre 
circle. He turned well 
and found Lindsay out 
on the right. 

Lindsay beat the full¬ 
back and crossed well, 
finding Nash in the clear 
but his strong header was 
saved. 

Just before half-time 
Lindsay found Nash in 
the clear once again. He 
played a neat ball back to 
Pratt running in from 
midfield and he scored 
with a terrific shot into 
the corner, beating the 
keeper at full stretch. 

The Major went in 
three up at half time. The 
second half started quiet¬ 
ly, with both teams bat¬ 
tling well for possession. 

After 10 minutes, the 
home side won a comer 
which was only half 
cleared and Whitelam 
saved well from a result¬ 
ing header. 

The visitors then 
pulled one back follow¬ 
ing a slack pass out from 
the back by Robinson 
which the Treowen mid- 
field intercepted and it 
resulted in a very smart 
30-yard lob over the 
stranded Whitelam, who 
was off his line in the 
Llantwit area. 

VETERAN 

On 70 minutes the 
Major had settled back 
down and created anoth¬ 
er shot at goal which was 
only partially cleared. 
The ball came to young¬ 
ster Adam Roscrow on 
the edge of the 18-yard 
box. 

He controlled well and 
scored to put the game 
beyond a Treowen recov¬ 
ery. 

A couple of changes 
were made with Constant 
replacing Cox who had 
another solid perform¬ 
ance and Morgan 
replaced the tiring Lee 
Jones, who must have 
covered every part of the 
muddy pitch during the 
game. 

This season’s leading 
scorer for the Major, 
Sean Nash, had another 
good shot saved when 
through again on goal 
with just the keeper to 
beat and it wasn’t to be 
his day for scoring this 
week. 

Man of the match 
was awarded to the vet¬ 
eran Andy Shaw, who 
was in majestic form. 

The final score was 4 
- 1 to the visitors and 
another great result for 
Llantwit Major AFC who 
remain in fourth place in 
the table as all three 
teams above them also 
won this weekend. 

The Llantwit Major 
AFC squad: Whitelam, 
Shaw, Cox, Robinson, 
Gould, T Rees, Jones, 


Roscrow, Pratt, Lindsay, 
Nash, Constant, Morgan 
and Renfree. 

The Major’s next fix¬ 
ture is at home, weather 
permitting, to third 
placed Pontypridd Town 
on December 15, KO 
2pm. 

The club wish to thank 
its sponsors. Watts and 
Morgan, MPI Aviation 
and also The GEM news¬ 
paper for their continued 
support. PL 


Bridge 

results 

The latest results 
for Old Hall Bridge 
Club are as follows: 

November 7: first - 
Pam Higgs and Sylvia 
Williams; second - 
Margaret Williams and 
Muriel Maslin. 

November 14: 
Children in Need: simul¬ 
taneous pairs competi¬ 
tion: first - Kath Jenkins 
and Dennis Smith; sec¬ 
ond - David and Marion 
Stevenson. 

November 21: first - 
Graham and Susan 
Norris; second - Glenda 
Roberts and Colin 
Easterbrook. 

November 28: first - 
David Stevenson and 
Anne Hughes; second - 
Helen Barrie and Penny 
Jarvis. SB 


Mules and Tondu slug it 
out in low-scoring game 



ABOVE: Jason Davies looks 
to make a break. 


KENFIG HILL 

FIRSTS played 

Tondu Firsts in a 
hard and fast local 
derby, with both 
sides fully commit¬ 
ted to a game played 
in cold but dry con¬ 
ditions. 

Both sides put on a 
titanic defensive display 
with neither try line being 
threatened during the 
game. 

Tondu took the lead 
with a penalty by Paul 
Smithson and Kenfig Hill 
rephed with a penalty by 
Nicky Giles. This gave a 
half time score of Kenfig 
Hill 3 Tondu 3. 

The second half con¬ 
tinued in the same vein 
with some crunching 
tackles being made by 
both sides. Tondu were 
awarded a penalty just 
before full time which 
Smithson converted to 
give a final score of 
Kenfig Hill 3 Tondu 6 

The Kenfig HiU front 


row of Gavin Jenkins, 
Karl Davies and Matthew 
Davies were outstanding, 
with Davies giving his 
opposing prop an after¬ 
noon to remember with 
an outstanding scrum¬ 
maging display. 

The second rows of 
Ben Jones and Jon 
Thomas shone in the line- 
out, and the back row per¬ 
formed well as a unit. 

It was pleasing to see 
full-back Raymond 
Evans return after a 
lengthy lay off through 
injury, and he gave his 
usual cultured perform¬ 
ance during the game. 

Substitute prop Jamie 
Uren came on and per¬ 
formed well against a 
strong and experienced 
opponent, which bodes 
well for the future. 

Captain Chris TosseU 
put in some crunching 
tackles and also gave the 
opposition problems with 
his strong mnning. 
Bedwas 2nds 28 
Kenfig Hill 2nds 10 

The Mules second 


ABOVE: Ben Jones makes ground, with Nicky Giles in support. 
PHOTOGRAPHS by PETER GILLING. 


string made their way to 
Bedwas expecting a 
tough encounter from a 
club where the Eirst XV 
currently top the WRU 
Premiership, and that’s 
exactly what they got. 

In the reverse fixture at 
the start of the season the 
Mules were blown away 
in the first 40 minutes, but 
today’s match proved to 
be a much closer affair. 

The Mules took the 
game to Bedwas from the 
first whistle and spent the 
opening 20 minutes in 
their opponents’ half, with 
the Mules’ eight in domi¬ 
nant form. 

However, despite all 
this pressure, they only 
managed one penalty goal 
from youth fly-half Lloyd 
Bradley. 

Eventually Bedwas 
started getting better pos¬ 
session and territory and 
scored two well-taken 
tries to leave the half time 
score Bedwas 12 Mules 
3. 


Bedwas strengthened 
their squad in the second 
half, bringing on some 
powerful substitutes. 

The game continued to 
be played in a hard-fought 
competitive manner, and 
Bedwas added two penal¬ 
ties and scored a fine try 
by their substitute winger, 
who ran three quarters of 
the field to score. 

The Mules never gave 
up the battle and follow¬ 
ing a scintillating break 
by ski ll ful centre Chris 
Jenkins, debutant winger 
Shaun Stacey was put 
away to sprint in from the 
22 to score under the 
posts for a really well- 
worked try. Lloyd 
Bradley added the con¬ 
version but in the final 
move of the match, 
Bedwas added a fourth 
try to leave the final score 
Bedwas 28 Mules 10. 

The Mules should be 
proud of this performance 
because, as a man, the 
endeavour and skill on 


show was most com¬ 
mendable. The only short 
coming was a lack of 
organisation, which can 
be put right on the train¬ 
ing pitch. 

Mules man of the 
match was awarded to 
youth team second row 
Lee Arrowsmith, who 
was tireless in both the 
loose and tight, and he has 
the potential to go a long 
way in the game. 

Other players worth a 
mention were front row 
forwards Lewis David, 
Keiron Tomhn and Richie 
Matthews, who gave their 
opponents a torrid time in 
the scrum, and also young 
No 8, Sam Richards, who 
was always a willing ball 
carrier. 

Next Saturday the 
Seconds entertain Beddau 
at home in North 
Comelly which no doubt 
will prove to be another 
tough encounter. 

GO’S 
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Citigo far from culture shock after recent drives 


THE Skoda Citigo arrives after I reluc¬ 
tantly returned a Maserati GranTurismo 
and a Volvo XC90. 

Driving two cars in one week is tough in terms 
of writing about them, which is not for the faint¬ 
hearted, I can tell you. 

You might expect the little £10,500 Skoda to be 
a bit of a culture shock for me after living the life 
of Riley. Not so. 

Left in a car park for me to collect, it is pitch 
black, and so it is handy to be able to press the 
unlock button on the remote key fob and see the 
lights flashing in the distance. This is despite the 
fact that it is at the bottom of the long car park and 
I am at the top. 

Once inside this compact city car, I am 
impressed with the simple layout of the dashboard, 
yet surprised to find such luxuries as heated front 
seats, as you can see in the video at testdrives.biz. 

Four adults will easily fit inside this little Czech, 
which instantly endears itself and, perhaps surpris¬ 
ingly, it doesn’t feel that I’m driving a budget 
offering. 

I’m testing the three-door model. The driver’s 
seat is manually adjusted. Its five-speed manual 


gearbox is a little woolly, but it does the job well 
enough. Overall, the interior reflects that of larger 
Skodas and it feels well put together. 

The whole point of this car, which I am told can 
be yours for just £59 a month, is super efficiency. 

It can return over 80mpg, which makes it one of 
the most economical vehicles on the roads today. 

It means that you can fill up its tiddly 3 5-litre 
tank and travel more than 500 miles. And we’re 
not talking about driving at some ridiculously slow 
pace to realise these returns either. 

It’s such a breath of fresh air compared to some 
hybrid vehicles, for instance, that claim more than 
50mpg but require you to drive at 50mph or less to 
achieve it. 

This, of course, is not a hybrid. It’s just a petrol 
engine fitted with a reliable engine stop/start. Until 
this Skoda was introduced, I was reasonably happy 
with my diesel Ford Fiesta that returns over 
40mpg. 

Parkers, the car experts, write: “Based heavily 
on the architecture of the Volkswagen Up!, all the 
ingredients are present to make it a capable car that 
appeals to a broad spectrum of society. 

“It makes an ideal first car, due to its extremely 


low running costs, while it also works for a young 
family since there are several clever touches which 
improve practicality. The more mature driver may 
consider down-sizing to a Citigo as their needs 
change and the requirement for a larger car just 
isn’t there anymore. 

“Even fleet drivers may be interested, since 
company car tax bills are extremely small. 
However, by entering the super-small car market, 
Skoda is going toe-to-toe with the likes of 
Volkswagen and SEAT, both of which have cars 
based on the same platform. Then there’s the Eord 
Ka, an excellent car in its own right. Does the 
Citigo have what it takes to stand out and appeal in 
a way its competition can’t?” 

I say yes, it does. My time with the Citigo, both 
in town and on the motorway, has been an absolute 
pleasure. 

My only criticism is that the driver’s seat could 
do with a little more padding. I heartily recom¬ 
mend visiting your local Skoda dealer and seeing it 
for yourselves. 

New price range: £7,630 - £10,575. 

Economy: 68mpg. 

Top speed: 107mph. 



The Skoda Citigo. 


0-60mph: 13.9secs. 

Cylinders: three. 

Power: 74bhp. 

Valves: six. 

Fuel tank: 35 litres (7.35 gallons, 500 miles to 
a tank). 

Watch the video at: www.testdrives.biz. 


Cottrell Park 
ladies’ lunch 


THE Cottrell Park 
ladies’ Christmas 
lunch was held on 
December 6 and 
was very well 
attended. 

Prior to the meal, 
only a few hardy souls 
went out to play a 12- 
hole competition on a 
frosty morning, which 
was won by Helen 
Evans on the back nine 
with 19 points from 
Jan Crosby. 

Following a very 
good lunch, the raffle 
was drawn with many 
lovely prizes. Judy 
James, ladies’ captain, 
presented the 2012 
prizes and trophies to 
the winning ladies. 

The GUW medal, 
Llanfair Trophy, birdie 
tree. Golf Foundation 
brooch and the sum¬ 
mer eclectic-button 
were won by Helen 
Poole. The Cup of 
Achievement and win¬ 
ter league, was won by 
Sian Lovell. 

The winter eclectic 
and LGU 

Breakthrough Cancer 
brooch, was won by 
Celine Chew. 


The Macmillan 
spoon and the 
Grandmothers’ Trophy, 
were taken by Jan 
Cosby, and the dragon 
brooch and par compe¬ 
tition by Chris John. 

Other results: 
Summer league, Jen 
Thomas; Pencarrig 
Cup, Patsie Smith; 
Super Seventies 
Trophy, Angela 
Padfield; Summer 
eclectic- Mackintosh, 
Kay Bradbury. 

There were also 13 
monthly medal win¬ 
ners and 14 stableford 
winners, all who 
received a prize. 

Judy James was 
thanked for the card 
and ball marker she 
gave to each lady. She 
thanked all the ladies 
who had helped with 
the raffle and table 
decorations and Mary 
Watkins, the competi¬ 
tion secretary, for mak¬ 
ing the day successful. 

As per tradition, 
many of the ladies fin¬ 
ished the afternoon in 
the bar singing 
Christmas carols. 

CB 


Send us your sports reports! 
Email them to us at: 

Qemed[toria\@tind\enew. co. uk. 



LANDOW 


• Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 

• Van MOT Preparation 

• Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 

Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Llandow Trading Estate, CF71 7PB 


Druids march on at the top as new 
and retmning players impress 


Llantwit side run away with fixture at Pontrhydyfen with focus turning to title 


THE Druids continued their impressive 
form with a majestic performance at 
Pontrhydyfen, the birthplace of Richard 
Burton. 

The visit to Pontrhydyfen made the Dmids real¬ 
ly appreciate their own facilities. Visitors to 
Pontrhydyfen arrive at the Miners Arms to change 
on the second floor and trek, when changed, 
through the village, across the viaduct and through 
a housing estate to the playing field on the edge of 
the village. 

There were a couple of notable absentees from 
the usual team sheet, but returning and new players 
continue to step up to the mark to take the Dmids 
on to the next level. They welcomed back Rob 
Grapes at scmm half and new lock. Kiwi Dennis 


Mclver, with Ben Pontin on the bench joining 
brother Damian, playing in the centre. 

After the three-week break, it was up to the 
Dmids to put a smile back on the faces of support¬ 
ers by putting the ball through the hands whenever 
possible - and they didn’t disappoint. 

Confident in their ability of being able to take 
on the opposition in all phases of play, the Druids 
started strongly, with Grapes crossing the line, only 
to be denied by the referee’s whistle for the ball 
apparently not being grounded by the time he 
caught up with play. 

The Druids were rewarded with a try from Jack 
Austin within minutes, converted by outside half 
Dan Powell. Further tries from Grapes, converted 
by Powell, and left wing Scott Keeling, chasing a 


Bad week for Barry Chess 
Club as all sides defeated 


THIS week, three 
of our teams com¬ 
pleted their eighth 
game of an 18- 
round season, and 
between the three 
of them they only 
managed to collect 
four out of a possi¬ 
ble 15 points. 

The Gambits in divi¬ 
sion three have more 
reason to be satisfied 
with their result, due to 
the standard of their 
opposition compared to 
the other two teams. 

In division one the 
Bosons fell to a 3.5-1.5 
defeat to Nelson. This is 
a game that the Bosons 
expected to win and los¬ 
ing by such a margin 
does not help their 
league position. They 
have now dropped to 
third place. 

The Cardiff Castles 
are running away with 
the division and as such, 
the Bosons find them¬ 
selves narrowly nearer 
to the relegation places 
than the top of the 
league. 

In division two, the 
Camelots travelled to 
Penarth. We put out a 
weakened team, even 
more so when a late 
replacement had to be 
found. 

However, we still 


expected to beat a 
Penarth side languishing 
in ninth place and with¬ 
out a win all season. 

So it was extremely 
disappointing when the 
Camelots returned home 
having only picked up 
1.5 points. On two of 
the boards that we even¬ 
tually lost, the position 
looked at least even for 
some time until losing 
in the end game. 

We just hope that the 
loss of these points does 
not have too much of a 
detrimental effect on the 
final league position 
come the end of April. 

The Camelots still 
lead division two, but 
with a much reduced 
lead of two points from 
the Cardiff AJ’s. 

In division three, the 
Gambits were up 
against the favourites to 
take the divisional title 
in North Cardiff 
Cheetahs. Like the 
Camelots, the Gambits 
put out their weakest 
team of the season. We 
did not have high 
expectations in this 
match, so were pleased 
to come away with a 
point, especially as we 
were outgraded by 
almost 200 or more 
points on every board. 

All five players gave 
a good account of them¬ 
selves and, on another 


day, would have played 
well enough to earn 
draws. Both Peter 
Watkins and Windsor 
Lewis have a particular 
reason to be pleased 
with their performances, 
as they both earned 
draws against opponents 
graded 300 points above 
them. 

The Gambits have 
now been dragged into 
a relegation fight. They 
are in seventh place by 
virtue of the alphabet 
only, and have a half 
point lead over the team 
currently in ninth. 

Next week the 
Camelots are our only 
team with a match. 


away to a resurgent 
Pontypridd Phoenix. 
This will also be the 
final league match to be 
played at the Clwb-y- 
Bont venue before 
Pontypridd move to 
their new venue of 
Rhydyfelin RFC. 

The Barry Chess 
Club meets each 
Monday at their home 
venue of The West End 
Club, St Nicholas Road, 
Barry, CF62 6QY, with 
matches starting at 
7:30pm. New players of 
all ages and standards 
are welcomed. For more 
details, visit: http.V/bar- 
rychessclub.yolasite.co 
m/. 


They play their last P Jones 

game before Christmas Club secretary 

" ChipsAwsty " 

Professional quality repairs at a fraction of 
bodyshop costs 

✓^Quick i/Convenient »/Fully guaranteed 
• Paintwork Scratches 
• Bumper Scuffs • Alloy Wheels 
To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 


Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 


Alternatively, call 

0800 028 7878 

or visit 

www.chipsaway.co.uk _ y 



box kick from Grapes took the Druids to 19-0 at 
the interval. 

The Druids were intent on consolidating their 
top of the league position with a bonus point win 
and opened the second half with a great try out 
wide, after great interplay between forwards and 
backs from pacey No8 Gareth Watts. 

With the bonus point in the bag, it was time for 
some champagne rugby. There was a constant sup¬ 
ply of ball from the solid pack, with veterans Les 
Dixon and Johnny Walker dominant, and the ram¬ 
pant back row of captain Steve Howells, Mike 
Myers and Gareth Watts securing ball all over the 
field. This allowed the backs to let rip with further 
tries coming from Watts, Damian Pontin Gardner, 
Jack Austin and David Spargo with his first try of 
the season. This took his personal points tally to 76 
for the season. 

With three more of the tries being converted by 
Powell, the tally was taken to 50 points to 0. 

Credit must be given to the home side for main¬ 
taining a sporting, competitive game despite hav¬ 
ing their backs against the wall. The attitude and 
hospitality in the club at Pontrhydyfen is to be 
commended. 

Thanks must also go to the Druids’ new local 
sponsors Eurgent, Davey Daw Builders and Taxi- 
Taxi, who have provided new polo shirts. 

Everybody now hopes the Druids can close out 
the season as league champions with only five 
league matches left. 

Well done to all the players for another excellent 
performance. The next tough challenge comes at 
Pontycymmer next week (December 15). All play¬ 
ers and supporters welcome to travel on the bus. 

Druids: David Spargo, Rhys Ellis, Damian 
Pontin Gardner, Jack Austin, Scott Keeling, Dan 
Powell, Rob Grapes, Gareth Watts, Stephen 
Howells (captain), Mike Myers, leuan Rees, 

Dennis Mclver, Johnny Walker, Martin Barnard, 

Les Dixon. Subs: Ben Pontin, Bryan Godsell. 

BG 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


• Ford Foeut 

• FcPd Focus 

Eniifet 

• ford S-Mus 

• eMMm 

Tnintpdriar 

9 Mit mlnlbuoM 



FUi ddMt Avaidbk* on our wt n itn 

\^ww wlckvdiihife.co.ylc 
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New Broad Street Motors 

Now on Cardiff Rood - Tel 01446 720044 


To Buyology 


New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 



rSK-r-it- 

07 07 BMW 320D 



£11995 


08 58 AUDI A5 D 

£19995 


03 03 BMW 325D 

£3895 


07 57 HONDA Civic 

£7495 



09 59 FORD Fiesta 


£7495 



07 07 MITSUBISHI 1 
L200 Warrior 

£9495+vat 




07 07 RANGE ROVER Supercharged. 60,000 miles in grey .£23,850 

06 06 MERCEDES BENZ SL500. 37,290 miles, in blue .£21,795 

09 59 VOLVO XC-90 2.4 05 30,180 miles in silver .£19,995 

06 06 MERCEDES CLK55.44,225 miles, in silver .£19,495 

06 56 MERCEDES Benz ML320.4,850 miles in silver.£16,995 

01 X MERCEDES SL320.47,470 miles, in mystic blue.£14,495 

04 04 MERCEDES Benz SL350. 69,260 miles, silver.£13,850 

08 08 MITSUBISHI Outlander Elegance. 43,780 miles, in grey.£11,995 

11 61 FORD Fiesta. 11,230 miles, in black.£9,995 

11 61 FIAT 500 Lounge 7,880 miles, in black.£9,795 

09 09 RENAULT Clio Sport. 39,690 miles, in white .£9,495 

07 07 VOLVO V50 SE Sport D5. 88,465 miles, black .£8,800 

1010 FORD Focus TDCi 28,910 miles in black .£8,795 

10 10 SEAT Leon TDi 41,920 miles in blue.£8,495 

09 59 FORD MondeoTDCi 39,000 miles, in silver.£8,495 

08 08 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 17,710 miles, in red.£7,995 

06 56 MITSUBISHI Shogun Sport 35,250 miles in silver.£7,995 

05 55 HONDA CR-V 58,430 miles in blue.£7,995 

02 52 JAGUAR XKR Supercharged, 91,890 miles in black.£7,995 

09 09 FIAT 500 Sport 31,165 miles in white.£7,995 

1010 FIESTA Zetec. 32,410 miles in blue .£7,495 

07 57 VOLKSWAGEN GolfTDi 55,970 miles in grey .£7,495 

10 60 RENAULTCIioTomTom 15,750 miles, in red .£6,995 

1010 PEUGEOT 207 Sport 13,890 miles, in grey .£6,995 

09 58 FIAT 500 Lounge 49,880 miles in white .£6,995 

08 58 MAZDA 3 Takara 23,700 miles in silver.£6,995 

06 56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf TDCi. 66,880 miles, in silver .£6,995 

09 58 VAUXHALL Astra SRi. 29,700 miles, in blue .£6,295 

06 56 HONDA Civic 48,890 miles, in silver.£6,295 

1010 PEUGEOT 207 Verve, 29,700 miles, in grey.£5,995 

09 59 PEUGEOT 207 XR 19,740 miles, in blue.£5,995 

09 09 PEUGEOT 207VTi 18,720 miles, in blue.£5,995 

08 08 MERCEDES A160SE 76,300 miles, in silver.£5,795 

07 57 MAZDA 3 Sport 46,000 miles in blue .£5,795 

05 05 VOLKSWAGEN LT32. 59,742 miles, in white.£5,000+VAT 

09 09 FORD Fiesta Van. 23,860 miles, in white.£5,295+VAT 

08 08 FORD Fiesta Blue. 49,080 miles, in black .£4,995 

06 56 MAZDA 3 TS 43,910 miles in black.£4,995 

06 06 TOYOTA MR-2 48,640 miles, in red.£4,995 

06 06 FORD Fiesta TDCi. 62,000 miles, in red.£4,795 

1010 HONDA 750S Motorcycle. 532 miles.£4,495 

01 X MERCEDES Benz SLK 230 88,630 miles, in silver.£4,495 

00 W MERCEDES ML320 76,000 miles in blue.£4,495 

05 05 SEAT Ibiza Fr 40,792 miles in red.£4,250 

05 55 FORD Fiesta Van. 50,500 miles, in silver.£3,795+VAT 

00 X MERCEDES CLK320 Avantgarde, Tiptronic, 71,500 miles, in blue . . . .£3,995 

03 53 SUZUKI Jimny 4x4 43,265 miles in black.£3,795 

06 06 HYUNDAI Getz 42,940 miles in black.£3,495 

03 53 MG TF 30,990 miles, in silver .£2,995 


SPECIAL OFFER: 

Oil Service & Winter Check only £99+VA' 

on production of this coupon. 

MoT Still only £25 



Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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Up 

Elegance Auto 

In Mef Grey wifh full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav 

£6,995 


58 VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel 

Met blue with black/cream leather, 
38,000 miles 

£9,995 


59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£7,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 
Diesel (Face Lift) 

Black, 71,000 miles, fantastic value 

£7,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


lOVWFox 1.2 
Urban 

Red, 32,000 miles, 

1 local owner 

£5,495 





11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 
CDTi EFIex 

White, 25,000 miles, sporty looks, 
low running costs 

£10,995 



09 FORD Ka Studio 
(New Shape) 

Met blue, 15,000 miles, FSH, 

£5,495 



09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 Diesel M-Sport. In white, with 
tan leather, 40,000 miles, 1 owner, huge specification 

.£29,995 

59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white 
leather, 39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new . . . 

.£17,995 

11 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi EFIex. In white, 25,000 

miles, sporty looks, low running costs.£10,995 

58 VOLVO C30 Sport 2.0 Diesel in met blue with 
black/cream leather, 38,000 miles.£9,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9TDi Match 5-dr in met black, 43,000 mile 

diesel with multispoke alloys.£8,995 

04 BMW X3 2.5 Sport Auto in met blue with beige 
leather. 59,000 miles. Panoramic roof, etc . . . .£8,995 
10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. In met blue, 38,000 
miles, host of extras .£7,995 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, cd, 

etc, £30 road tax, low insurance.£7,995 

08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel (Face Lift). In black, 

71,000 miles, fantastic value.£7,995 

08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 
miles.£7,695 

10 RENAULT Clio 1.21 Music 5-dr (100). In bright met 

green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner.£6,995 

59 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 SRI 5-Dr. In silver, low mileage 

example with bodykit .£6,995 

09 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, fantastic 

value, new shape at .£6,995 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr Automatic. Met 
grey, 20,000 miles.£6,495 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 miles, 

a/c, alloys etc .£6,995 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey with 

full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav.£6,995 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver with 
beige leather trim, 73,000 miles , sat nav .... £6,495 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4XE 5-dr in black, 23,000 miles £5,995 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Verve 3-dr. In black, 19,000 miles, 

1 owner. Air Con, alloys etc.£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,995 

08 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 Breeze 7-Seater. In met blue, 

19,000 miles.£5,995 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design 5-dr Automatic. In 

met grey, 21,512 miles .£5,795 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In ice blue, 
41,000 miles, low insurance .£5,695 

11 KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 miles, 

low insurance .£5,495 

10 VW Fox 1.2 Urban. In red, 32,000 miles, 1 local owner 
with e/w, c/I.£5,495 

60 VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance .£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local 

owner, only.£5,495 

09 FORD Ka Studio (New Shape). In met blue, 15,000 
miles, FSH .£5,495 

57 NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta. In black, 29,000 miles, 

superb throughout.£5,495 

55 VW Passat HighlineTDi 10 Diesel Estate. In black, 
58,000 miles, with black leather .£5,495 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic red, 

48,000 miles.£4,995 

08 CITROEN C3 1.4 ‘Cachet’. In silver, 15,000 miles, 1 
owner.£4,995 


06 


07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III. In electric blue, 48,000 miles, 

1 owner, sports coupe .£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Design Coupe. In black, 
53,000 miles.£4,995 

55 TOYOTA Corolla CLR 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. In 

platinum metallic, 62,000 miles.£4,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, 

full leather trim, stylish sports coupe at.£4,995 

06 MAZDA 3 Sport 5-Dr. In met red, 64,000 miles, mod¬ 
ern sport hatch at.£4,495 

03 MINI Cooper Automatic. In met red, 73,000 miles, 

host of extras .£3,995 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. In electric blue with full 

leather trim, 82,000 miles, convertible at.£4,495 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Life Automatic Estate. In 

blue, 26,000 miles, 1 owner .£3,995 

59 CHEVROLET Aveo 12LS 5-dr. In silver, 21,000 mile 
hatch, a/c, cd etc .£3,995 

57 CITROEN Cl Vibe 3-Dr. In black, 28,000 miles, £20 

road tax .£3,995 

56 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Sport 3-Dr. In silver, 38,000 miles, 

with air con, alloys etc.£3,995 

56 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme (New Shape) In silver, 

30,000 miles.£3,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr. In ice blue metallic, 

60,000 miles, low insurance .£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 
miles, fantastic value at.£3,995 

58 DAIHATSU Sirion 1.0S+ 5-dr. In silver, low 

insurance + £30 road tax, with sun roof .£3,795 

55 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr. In met red, 64,000 

miles, air con, alloys etc.£3,795 

05 CITROEN C4 Diesel 1.6 VTR Coupe. In met blue, 

74,000 miles.£3,795 

04 HONDA Civic 1.6 Sport 3-dr. In silver, a/c, cd, alloys, 
local car .£3,295 

54 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi Twinport. 5-Dr, in silver, 

34,000 miles.£2,995 

53 VW Goif 1.4 Match 5-dr. In met BRG, 63,000 miles, 

low insurance .£2,995 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Poio 1.9 diesei 3-dr. In yellow, 

88,000 miles, fantastic MFG.£2,995 

S BMW Z3 1.9 Convertibie in silver with black leather, 
18 inch alloys, etc.£2,995 

55 RENAULT Ciio 1.2 Dynamique. in silver, 49,000 

miles, S/R, alloys.£2,995 

04 SMART City Puise Automatic. In red/black, two tone, 
£30 road tax.£2,795 

52 PEUGEOT 206 Convertibie. In met blue/black, 

leather, 46,000 miles, 1 owner .£2,695 

05 RENAULT Ciio 1.2 Dynamique 5-dr. In black, low 

insurance, alloys etc.£2,695 

02 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Ghia 5-Dr. In met blue, 65,000 

miles, air con, alloys etc.£2,695 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 
miles.£2,495 

54 RENAULT Ciio 1.2 Dynamique 3-dr. In met red, 

58,000 miles, low insurance .£2,495 

54 FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-Dr. In silver frost met., 80,000 
miles, air con etc.£2,495 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles with 

a/c, cruise control, cd .£2,495 



09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 
Diesel M-Sport 

in white with tan ieather, 40,000 miies, 
1 owner, huge specification 

£29,995 



07 HYUNDAI Coupe 1.6 III 

In electric blue, 48,000 miles, 1 owner, 
sports coupe 

£4,995 



10 RENAULT Clio 
1.2i Music 

Bright met green, 23,000 miles, 1 owner 

£6,995 



04 SMART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 road tax 

£2,795 


RBC 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAIIABU • All CARS HPi ClIAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AU. MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 



MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Life with Eddie - living with 
the man ‘like Tommy Cooper’, 
and his life in foothall 


by LEIGH GRUFFYDD 
SANDERS 


“EDDIE was 
incredibly humor¬ 
ous, it was like liv¬ 
ing with Tommy 
Cooper,” says 
Marlene Raybould, 
long-time partner 
of former Cardiff 
City, Barry Town 
and Porthcawl 
Town manager 
Eddie May, ahead 
of a launch of 
Eddie’s co-penned 
autobiography at 
Barry Library last 
Saturday 
(December 8). 

“He was great with 
my grandkids. He gave 
the girls room service 
and they had a little bell 
they would ring and he 
would come running.” 

Englishman Eddie 
May only spent three 
years managing Cardiff 
City, yet he struck up 
such a rapport with fans 
and players that his 
name is still chanted in 
the stands at the Cardiff 
City Stadium today. 

Marlene spent more 
than 20 years alongside 
the gentle giant, and 
spoke to The GEM 
ahead of the launch of 
Eddie May - My Story 
in her living room in 
Barry. 

She used to own a 
guest house called Ty 
Gwyn, just off 
Cathedral Road in 
Dyffrig Street in 
Cardiff, where players 


and staff would often 
stay when they first 
joined the club. 

She remembers: 
“Eddie stayed when he 
was the coach and loved 
Ty Gwyn. He would 
send all the players 
there and they’d live in 
the same property. 

“He very quickly 
became leader of the 
pack and it was only 
natural he would 
become the manager. 

He had a real rapport 
with the players, a real 
man’s man, and treated 
them like men. 

“He also had good 
crowd control and he 
respected the fans and 
vice versa.” 

Eddie drank daily in 
The Beverley on 
Cathedral Road where 
that healthy relationship 
with the supporters real¬ 
ly shone. 

“He would never turn 
anyone down,” says 
Marlene with a smile. 
“He was very respectful 
of the fans and listened. 
He was very grateful of 
his opportunity with 
Cardiff. 

“He loved that side 
of the game and was a 
natural at it. He was 
everybody’s friend, and 
that really showed when 
some lovely comments 
from the fans were read 
out at his funeral. 

“Once, we were on 
an away trip and there 
was a bit of crowd trou¬ 
ble. Ed came out of the 
dressing room and 



Induction or 
improvement 

£16 PER 
LESSON 

£45 for 3 
£85 for 6 
My not 
jk a course? 


Family fun... 

' A Bridgond 

f GOLF 

^ Complex 

^ Nine-Hole GoK Course 
Pay & Play 

>■ All-weallier flood light 
driving range 
^ All equipment 
available for hire 
>■ Professional Ibirion 


r Fflness tmd Leisure .. 
Illie HetMiy Option! 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bonk holidays: 
Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 



calmed everyone down. 
There was also another 
time when he was out¬ 
side the stadium hand¬ 
ing complimentary tick¬ 
ets to fans who couldn’t 
get in.” 

He was also the same 
away from the lime¬ 
light, with Marlene 
adding: “He used to 
always thank me for 
everything. It’s not easy 
when you have to sud¬ 
denly rely on somebody 
as he did when he 
became ill. 

“His football persona 
didn’t accept illness and 
he carried on as if he 
couldn’t care less. 

“I always did my 
own thing with my 
business and he did his 
with football. People 
won’t remember us but 
they will him. He was a 
very compassionate 
man.” 

He also took his job 
very seriously. Marlene 
recounted one story 
where on-loan Eddie 
Newton’s partner went 
into labour the morning 
of a game, and manager 
Eddie wouldn’t let any¬ 
one tell Mr Newton 
until after the match as 
“he had a game to 
play”. 

Eddie’s health began 
to deteriorate in later 
life. Twelve years ago 
he first encountered 
heart trouble, but “he 
was a strong man with a 
positive attitude”, 
according to Marlene. 

He also suffered a 
scorpion bite while 
playing out in Uganda, 
and began to encounter 
memory problems in his 
final years. 

His time working at 
Porthcawl, unfortunate¬ 
ly, wasn’t so memorable 
for Marlene due to his 
health problems. 

“He wasn’t particu¬ 
larly well at Porthcawl. 
To him failure was 
never an option but 
when you are unwell 
how can it not be? 

“It hurt to see him 
not cope so well, but he 
never wanted to give 
up. He thought if he 
could get a big job 
again then his memory 


Eddie with Marlene’s granddaughter Libby, 
with whom he was very close. 


would come back. 

“It was very hard the 
last eight years. His pas¬ 
sion never died and he 
missed the adrenaline 
rush, the being in con¬ 
trol and the cama¬ 
raderie, the away trips 
etc. 

“Around four years 
ago we were on holiday 
in Egypt and he was 
really disorientated. A 
doctor also on holiday 
there said Eddie was 
showing signs of the 
early stages of demen¬ 
tia. 

“He became 
depressed three years 
ago and eventually I 
suggested writing a 
book about his life. He 
was almost living in the 
past. 

“Author Gary 
Wharton came along 
every week and they 
went through his career. 
It was a positive step 
for him and great thera¬ 
py. It was a challenge 
for him too. 

“In the end his heart 
gave up on him. He 
died a very peaceful 
death on the sofa with 
his beloved cat on his 
lap. 

“He had a great life 
for a bloke. His best 
friend always used to 
say he was the luckiest 
man alive.” 

Marlene and Gary 
spent the day at Barry 
Library discussing the 
book with fans, as Gary 
had penned the book 
with Eddie as a sort of 
therapy for him. 

A percentage of the 
proceeds from the book 
will go to the Ty Hapus 
drop-in centre in Barry 
for people with memory 
problems, where 
Marlene says: “I would 
have taken him. 

“I liked the idea of 
the launch at the library 
because it was local, 
and the Barry communi¬ 
ty was great when we 
moved in, they were a 


real help with him. It’s a 
nice little community. 

“He could go out and 
get his independence 
back as he was in walk¬ 
ing distance of every¬ 
thing. 

“He loved Wales, and 
he always used to say to 
me T envy you being 
Welsh’. Here he always 
felt relaxed. 

“I published the book 
because I made a prom¬ 
ise to him that I would 
and wanted to keep it. 
Jeff White was really 
supportive, as was my 
daughter Emma 
Lamport who helped 
design it and put it 
together. 

“Gary got in touch 
with people from 
Eddie’s past to con¬ 
tribute and it reminded 
him of the good times. 

“We had a lovely day 
at the library, it was 
smashing chatting to 
people about Eddie. I 
really enjoyed it.” 

‘Eddie May - My 
Story’ is available from 
Amazon and eBay for 
fans of Cardiff, Barry 
and Porthcawl, or foot¬ 
ball lovers in general. 


Athletic fight 
hack to gain 
four vital points 


BRIDGEND ATHLETIC 
picked up a much-needed four 
points with their second away 
win of the season, shading 
Blackwood 28-24 in a hard- 
fought game in which the lead 
changed hands on eight occa¬ 
sions. 

The game was played in calm and 
sunny conditions. After 10 minutes, 
Steve Lewis put a penalty into the cor¬ 
ner. Blackwood infringed at the line- 
out and Athletic outside half Lewis 
kicked the resultant penalty from way 
out. 

Not for the first time, the Athletic 
were caught napping at the restart. 
Blackwood kicked ahead just over the 
10-metre line, regathered possession 
and quick inter-passing put Rhys 
Humphries under the posts. Greg 
Warlow converted to put his side 7-3 
ahead. 

The lead was short lived. Lewis put 
in a well-judged cross kick which 
wing James Olds gathered to race over 
under the posts. Lewis converted to 
regain the Athletic lead at 10-7. 

Very poor Athletic defence saw 
Blackwood’s Chris James given an 
unopposed run into the corner to 
restore the home side’s lead at 12-10. 

This time, it was Blackwood who 
failed to defend the restart. The 
Athletic gained possession and a well- 
timed pass saw Athletic captain and 
hooker Simon Mustoe dive under the 
posts. Lewis converted to put the 
Athletic 17-12 ahead. 

Eurther poor defence saw the 
Athletic fail to deal with a kick out of 
defence, allowing Greg Warlow to 
cross in the corner to level the half¬ 
time score at 17-17. 

The Athletic started the second half 
brightly. However, they failed to deal 
with a Blackwood lineout and poor 
tackling saw the hosts cross under the 
posts for a converted try to lead 24-17. 

The Athletic hit back and a spell 
close to the Blackwood line, softening 
up the defence with a number of 
charges, eventually saw wing Nick 
Hinton cross in the comer. It was his 
first game since breaking a collar bone 
earlier in the season. 

The Athletic were forced to change 
both centres due to injury. Player 
coach Stuart Morris and usual flanker 
Tom Morgan filled the positions. Both 
played their part in tightening the 
Athletic defence. 

Erom a Morris surge, Blackwood 


were penalised at the ruck that ensued. 
Lewis made no mistake to put the 
Athletic back in the lead at 25-24. 

They extended this lead to 28-24 
with a third Lewis penalty, taking his 
season’s tally to 94 points, and held on 
for a much-needed victory. 

The Athletic team manager was 
very disappointed about the almost 
non-existent tackling that led to the 
three Blackwood tries. 

He named Simon Mustoe as man of 
the match and other forwards to stand 
out were prop Liam Griffin, Sean 
Williams, Sean Derrick and Morgan 
Evans, who carried the ball tirelessly. 

Wing James Olds was excellent in 
both attack and defence, and the intro¬ 
duction of Stuart Morris and Tom 
Morgan at centre improved the 
Athletic backline. 

An improved performance is need¬ 
ed when the team visit Bonymaen on 
December 22. Only full commitment 
will be enough to win the day, and 
reverse an opening day of the season 
28-29 defeat. 

Bridgend Athletic Seconds 5, 
Cardiff Metropolitan 17 

In this national Second XV league 
fixture, Bridgend Athletic fought a 
backs to the wall campaign against a 
massive Cardiff Metropolitan side 
who are league leaders, and have won 
all seven games to date, averaging 46 
points and seven tries a game. 

The visitors enjoyed a mammoth 
share of possession - but really brave 
defence and huge tackles kept them 
largely at bay. 

Outside-half and captain Tom Cole 
set the trend with a massive hit on his 
opposite number - which unfortunate¬ 
ly led to the player being forced to 
retire from the game. The Met did 
cross for three tries - but were denied 
the bonus point try they really strived 
for. 

The Eirst XV could benefit from 
watching this defensive display. 

The Athletic made use of a rare 
excursion into the Cardiff half with 
some good lineout play and driving 
mauls, which resulted in a try for prop 
Tom Evans. 

Debutant centre Chris Price from 
the youth made an impressive debut in 
defence - but lack of ball denied him 
showing his attacking prowess. 

The team will again be tested at 
home next week against another big 
side from Bargoed, who they narrowly 
defeated 20-16 away earlier in the sea¬ 
son. ADRIAN BURT 


Chess results 


THE current lead¬ 
ers of the East 
Glamorgan Chess 
League Division 4, 
the Taffy Apples, 
who are favourites 
to top division 4 at 
the end of the sea¬ 
son, could only 
draw their match 
against Bridgend 
B. 

A fine performance 
from Chris Howells to 
beat Dave Robinson on 
board one led the way, 
though Neil Stuart on 
board two lost con¬ 
vincingly to J Kell. 

On board three, 


Mark Jones against D 
Davies was drawn, as 
was board four; M 
Kearn against Howard 
Deere. 

On board five, W 
James also drew with 
Ken Wardle for a final 
score of 2.5 to 2.5. 

For more informa¬ 
tion on Bridgend Chess 
Club, visit: www.brid- 
gendchessclub. com. 


Send us your 
sports reports! 

Email them to: 
gemeditorial@ 
tindIenews.co.uk. 
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